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 Musana Camps  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

A group of 30 young people arrived 
at Musana Camps on August 27th 
for a weekend of learning more 

about God’s glory and reflecting 
Him to those around. 

These 30 young people are 
involved with the local church 
Kasana Community Church (KCC) 
worship teams - whether as a 
musician or a part of our tech team. 
A time of refreshment in His Word, 
encouragement from one another 
and teaching were all a part of the 
weekend. 

Each morning, the campers 
dispersed throughout the hills to 
find a rock or a shady spot to 
have a quiet moment with the 
Lord. This was an absolutely 
beautiful time - as each one 

went to spend time with their 
Creator and allow Him to speak 
gently to their hearts. 

The remainder of the days were 
filled with teaching during the 
sessions, challenge activities, 

hiking, swimming and an 
afternoon of a Ropes Challenge 
Course. Bonfires each night with 
music filling the air completed 
each day, and an evening of a 
Worship Night on the rocks 
marked the end of the refreshing 
time on the shores of Lake 
Victoria. 

My heart is full as I watched our 
young people grow in their love 
for the Living God, a desire to 
share and reflect Him to those 
around, and to continue in the 
talent He has given them. Their 
hearts were truly touched by their 
Father through the beauty of His 
creation, and the powerful 
lessons learned through the 

activities. 
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The group consisted of  young men and 
women from the Heart of  Worship team, the 

Echoes of  Hope worship team, and the 
2Him worship team, as well as the tech 

Heart Impact
by Hannah Kusler, NHU Youth Ministry and Music Coordinator 
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One of the things we seek to do here at camp is to 
provide a place for people to get away from their normal 
surroundings and rest in God’s presence.  However, 
pouring into other people on a regular basis means that 
we as staff also need to be refilled and refreshed with 
God’s presence ourselves.  At the end of April, our staff 
here at Musana were able to go on a retreat together for 
a few days at a nearby guesthouse.  Thank you so much 
to those in Colorado who provided the funds for us to do 
this!  It was a great time of uniting as a staff - playing 
together, resting together, worshipping together, praying 
together.  We also have been discussing ways that we 
can strengthen and encourage our staff throughout the 
coming year.  Please be praying with us that we as staff 
continually draw closer to God and closer to one another 
as we seek to minister to the people that come to the 
camp.

The months of June and July held a lot of transitions for 
our staff.  Kevin & Angela Blank returned from their six 
months at the New Hope Institute of Childcare and 

Family at Kasana, and Syd & Andrea Sparks returned 
from their furlough in the U.S.  It was a joy to have these 
two families back with us again!  However, we were all 
very sad to say good-bye to Josiah & Autum Dangers 
as they completed their time here and went back to the 
U.S.  Their family was such a blessing to all of us here, 
and we are so thankful that God brought them to be with 
us during this year.  We said another sad  good-bye to 
our cook Sarah Nakanyike who moved in order to find 
better schooling for her son, Emma.  Sarah had been 
with us since 2011 and will be dearly missed. 

We are very excited for the Blanks, as they begin the 
process of adoption for two beautiful boys, Hosea and 
Jabez that have been in the Kasana Hope Family since 
they were infants! Join us in praying for them as they 
make this huge transition into a new season of life!
Finally, we have been thankful to have two short term 
volunteers working with us, Aaron Stauffer and Brooke 
Nolte, along with several IY (Investment Year) students 
over the last few months, Edward, Claire, and Kara. 

Staff  Happenings
by Kendra Jackson

Josiah & Autum Dangers and family
The Blanks family: Hosea, Kevin, Stella, 

Jabez, & Angela.Sarah & her son Emma (2013)

Left: Musana 
Camps retreat 
in April 

Right: The 
Sparks family; 
Malachi, 
Andrea, Heidi, 
Syd, and Eva 
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Musana staff has 
had the privilege 
of serving both 
new and returning 
groups these past 
few months.  In 
May, two new 
groups came: 
Unusual 
Suspects 
followed by staff 
from Power FM (a 
popular Christian 
radio station in 
Uganda).  One of 
the highlights of 
these retreats 
happened in our 
challenge course, 
at our 13-foot high 
team wall.  The 
goal of this challenge is to get your 
entire team over this wall.  One of the 
Power FM team members was 
terrified and did NOT want to trust his 
team members to help him scale that 
wall.  The team would not leave him 
behind though; they prayed over him 
and eventually got him over.  It turned 
into a powerful teaching experience 
for them all!

David Family returned to camp with 
teaching focused on practical aspects 
of biblical manhood and womanhood.  
They are pictured here in front of the 
first cabin that was built!!  How far 
Musana has come from the first time 
that David family arrived on the 
property without a building of any kind 
to stay in!  Following David family was 
a NHU Leaders Retreat and a NHU 
Board Retreat.  Staff from all NHU 
sites enjoyed fellowshipping together 
and listening to teaching on rest, 

spiritual gifts, and 
celebration.

July brought two 
back-to-back 
teams.  First was 
a group of 10 
from Baker, 
Montana.  It was 
great to have 
returning faces 
and willing hearts 
and hands to do a 
number of 
projects, 
including painting 
cabins and a new 
staff house, 
welding trusses 
and playground 

equipment, and putting finishing 
touches on some of the cabins.  Two 
families from Williams Bay, 
Wisconsin (also returning friends!) 
came the following week.  They 
blessed Musana with lots of painting 
as well as landscaping and leading 
some community youth outreaches.  

Just recently, we enjoyed the 
opportunity to serve three more 
groups.  Camp came alive with 
amazing, Christ-centered music 
during the Heart of Worship retreat.  
Children of Grace brought 38 
teenage girls to challenge them in 
practical aspects of stepping into 
womanhood, including purity.  Ideas 
Workshop returned to complete their 
service project for their course.  It was 
fun to have them around and we were 
grateful for all of their help in welding!

As you think of Musana, please be 
praying for the camps and retreats 
that happen--for God to be glorified 
and lives to be transformed!

Power FM on the 13 foot wall

Groups & Retreats

Ideas Workshop

The Baker teamDavid Family
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The 20th of August brought lots of excitement as we 
prepared for some local community ladies to arrive here 
at Musana Camps for two days of jewelry making 
training. 

As some of you may know, God opened the door for us to 
get involved with working and encouraging our local 
women to make items that we can sell to give them a job 
and help support their families. As we talked and prayed 
about the different items they make and what new ideas 
we could come up with, I felt like we needed to start a line 
of jewelry but was not sure about the process of starting 
that. In a short amount of time, God worked out the 
details to allow us to meet two women from Kampala who 
were willing to travel here to Musana and teach our ladies 
how to make some beautiful jewelry using some of our 
local materials. 

Each lady was given the opportunity to make a bangle, 
necklace and earrings for themselves to practice the new 
items. It was encouraging to watch ladies from different 
villages work together and help each other from start to 
finish to complete their project. God is doing some 
amazing things with the Woven Hearts of Hope ladies 
ministry! It’s a blessing and challenge to be part of what 
He is doing in the lives of these beautiful ladies. Please 
continue to pray for the women here that they would want 
a personal relationship with their heavenly Father and as 
they work hard to feed, clothe and send their children to 
school.  

Check out some of our items at our etsy shop at 
www.wovenheartsofhope.etsy.com and follow us on 
Facebook at www.wovenheartsofhope/facebook.com. 

All proceeds from the craft items made by these women 
are going towards building a Sunday school/game shelter 
here at Musana Camps. 

Blessings!

Jewelry Making

Two of the ladies making ‘bangles’ out of 
cardboard and banana fibers.

Making necklaces and earrings

by Angela Blank

http://www.wovenheartsofhope.etsy.com
http://www.wovenheartsofhope/facebook.com
http://www.wovenheartsofhope.etsy.com
http://www.wovenheartsofhope/facebook.com
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It is now almost four months since 
we finished the pedaling portion of 
our Cabins for kids fundraiser.  As I 
sit and think back on it I can’t help 
but be amazed at what the Lord has 
done through a couple of guys 
pedaling their bicycles.  
Logistically the trip went very well.  
We began pedaling May 8th in 
Bellingham WA.  We dipped our tires 
in the Pacific Ocean and headed for 
Wisconsin.  Thirty-nine days later 
after riding 2,377 miles and 
averaging almost 77 miles per day, 
we rolled into Racine Wisconsin 
finishing the ride at Lake Michigan.  
We prepared as much as we were 
able, picking up little bits of wisdom 
from various places.  Probably the 

best preparation we made was to 
have our bikes properly fitted to our 
individual bodies. But even with all of 
the prep, it was the Lord who 
sustained us. His hand of protection 
was on us and his grace carried us 
through the long windy days, up and 
down the tall and treacherous 
mountains, across the foggy 
mountain passes, through the 
blinding and cold rain and hail, in the 
heat, and most especially through 
the precarious traffic.  We were both 
healthy and safe throughout the trip. 
Neither of us got sick or had any 
injuries. We both were sore at 
different times but that was to be 
expected.  We clearly felt the Lord’s 
hand upon us.  

Meeting and staying with so many 
wonderful and hospitable people 
along the way made the days go by 
quickly.  Seeing the varied 
countryside roll by and facing the 
challenge of riding in so many 
different conditions were some of the 
best parts of the journey.  By far the 
biggest highlight and thing that kept 
us going was knowing that our efforts 
were going directly to build a ministry 
that is impacting lives in Uganda…  
You can see throughout the rest of 
this letter the different things going 
on at Musana and the people that we 
are blessed to have an influence on.  
May God keep his hand of blessing 
on Musana as these cabins are built.  
We pray that many lives will be 
impacted for Christ through this trip. 

Cabins for Kids Update 
The end of the journey! at Lake Michigan 

by Syd Sparks
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The results of 
Syd and 
Stevens’ ride 
are already 
being seen here 
in Musana! 
Three cabins 
are already built 
and are ready 
to host some 
campers! Already, the first cabin 
has housed some boys from the 
Heart of Worship team that was 
here in August. The foundation for 
the fourth cabin has been laid, 
and the first shower house 
already has its walls and doors 
constructed. Drying in the 
workshop is the 
wood for the 
bunk beds; out 
in front of the 
first cabin peek 
small strands of 
grass that were 
planted just in 
these past few 
weeks, and 

characterizing the first cabin as 
a restful place, large rocks lie scattered 
near the cabin forming sitting areas. 
If this isn’t enough good news, we have 
better! Musana Camps is excited to 
announce that we now have enough 
funds to build eight cabins in total plus 
two shower houses! Praise the Lord! 

We aim to have 
the first three 
completely 
furnished and 
useable by the 
December 
holiday camps, 
though the 
finishing 
touches always 

take the longest. Please continue 
praying for the crew as they pull 
together the final details of these 
cabins.
Thank you for all your prayers 
and contributions, and for joining 
us on this long journey! We have 
been very blessed to see just how 

much the Lord 
is working here, 
and look 
forward to 
seeing how 
blessed others 
will be through 
staying in these 
cabins.

Cabins 
Progression

     

David family outside of the 
first cabin at its beginning

     

Fourth cabin foundation, and the 
shower house in the background

     

Cabin 1 and 2, practically 
finished!

     
Some of the landscaping

     
The view of Cabin 3 

     

The Haywood team in front 
of Cabin 1
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Musana Camps Needs 
-Development Needs (in order of  priorities)- 

Ugandan Family Home x 1   $40,000  

Security Guard House     $10,000  

Sunday School / Game Shelter x 1  $12,000 

5km of road construction    
$30,000 

Activity area construction: 

- Basketball Court    $20,000 

- Recreation Field    $7,000  

- Challenge Course Completion               $3,000 

- Climbing Wall                 $8,000 

-Small Needs (in order of  priorities)- 
Program Equipment: 

First aid kits 
(to be placed at various points around camp)   5x  $27 

Soccer Balls       $5-10 
each 

Volleyballs       $5-10 each 

Kitchen Equipment: 

Towels  
(hand towels, dish towels, wash cloths) x10 of each 

Oven for Camp Kitchen     $1900  

Grounds Equip. and Supplies: 

String trimmer line  
(5 lb spool -- .095--Inch round or square)   $53 

Benches x20      $300 each 

Prayer Requests 
	 Pray for ... 

     ...Greatly needed Administrative staff and head cook 

...For health, strength, and unity for current staff 
 ...For the development of the ROPES program here 

in Musana 
    ...For God to to impact and transform each 

individual that comes to Musana for His glory
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Encountering Truth... Transforming lives. 
	 	 	 	 	  

Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if  you remain faithful  
to my teachings. And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

~ John 8:31-32 

*** Check out our website - www.musanacamps.org *** 
**** Follow us on facebook - www.facebook.com/musanacamps1 ****

Musana Friends
1234 First St.
Anytown, State ZIP

New Hope Uganda Ministries (Musana Camps)
PO Box 154
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

http://www.musanacamps.org
http://www.facebook.com/musanacamps1
http://www.musanacamps.org
http://www.facebook.com/musanacamps1

