
III. THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER CORPORATELY

Matthew 18:19-20 NKJV – Again, I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning
anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.

A. Produces Exponential Power
-Jesus, by His promise, made every gathering in His Name a gate to heaven, where His
presence is felt, and His power experienced.
-It’s time to move beyond the “power of one” to an understanding of the “power of
togetherness”.
-We can never reach the full blessing of God through His Spirit without receiving it in
fellowship with one another. When the Body gathers – the gifts are activated!

B. Advances Ministry
Romans 15:30-31

2 Corinthians 1:9-11a

Ephesians 6:18-19

Philippians 1:19

Colossians 4:2-3

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2

C. Connects the Body
-Prayer is something that reaches to the very heart of what we long for: connection with
God and connection with one another.

Galatians 6:2 NKJV – Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

James 5:16 NKJV – Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you
may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

-A people who pray together will be a people who stay together.

Make the connection!
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INTRODUCTION
-The womb in which this move of God is carried and is released from is the womb of prayer.

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER SCRIPTURALLY

A. The Father’s Business
Mark 11:17 NKJV – My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.

-Jesus declared the Father’s house was for every tribe, tongue, and nation – they would be
welcomed into His house, His family, into Oneness with Him.

Psalm 2:7-8 NKJV – I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, You are My Son, today I
have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the
ends of the earth for Your possession.

-Within the Trinity asking and receiving an answer was established.
-We are called to enter into this Divine exchange of asking and receiving!

Matthew 9:37-39 NKJV – Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”

-Jesus emphasized the power of prayer through His personal example and teachings on it.

Matthew 14:23 NKJV – And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the
mountain by Himself to pray. (Matthew 26:36, Luke 6:12; Luke 9:28)

Luke 11:1 NKJV – Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased,
that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”

-Jesus never taught His disciples how to preach, only how to pray.

B. The First Administrative Decision
Acts 6:1-4 NKJV – Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there
arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected
in the daily distribution. Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It



is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren,
seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom,
whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and
to the ministry of the word.”

-As the church grew, circumstances required more of the apostle’s time. But realizing they
needed more prayer, rather than increased activity, the apostles told them to choose seven
men to serve as deacons to care for the church.
-That decision places the ministry of prayer first with the Word as highest in importance.

C. The Call for Faithful Prayer
Romans 12:12 NKJV - …rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in
prayer…
Ephesians 6:18 NKJV – Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being
watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints…
Jude 20 NKJV – But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Spirit.
James 5:13 NKJV – Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray.
Luke 18:1 NKJV - …that men always ought to pray and not lose heart.

D. Required for Effective Work
John 14:12-14 NKJV – Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do
he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And
whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you
ask anything in My name, I will do it.

-A praying Body will be a powerhouse impacting and influencing communities and nations
by doing the greater works.

II. THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER PERSONALLY

A. Cultivates Oneness
St. Augustine: “True, whole prayer is nothing but love.”

John 14:23 NKVJ – Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word;
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.

I Corinthians 2:9-10 NKJV – Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of
man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him. But God has revealed them to
us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes the deep things of God.

-Through communion with the Godhead we come into that place of knowing His heart so
that we can cooperate with what He is doing.

Daniel 11:32b NKJV – The people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great
exploits.

B. Releases Love
Ephesians 3:17b-19 NKJV – That you being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height – to know
the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

-As we open our hearts before Him, He is able to keep them tender and filled with
compassion so that we can see people with true discernment, through the eyes of love.

C. Receive Strength
Isaiah 40:31 NKJV – But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

-By waiting in His Presence we can rise up and see from a heavenly perspective.

Isaiah 55:9 NKJV – For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than
your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.

Matthew 26:40 NKJV – Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing but the flesh is weak.

D. Relinquish Control
Psalm 62:8 NKJV – Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts before Him; God
is a refuge for us.

I Peter 5:7 NKJV – Cast all your care upon Him for He cares for you.

-When we learn to pour our hearts out before Him and cast all our cares on Him, it keeps
our hearts from being bound by fear, anxiety, and worry.

I Peter 5:6 NKJV – Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may
exalt you in due time.

-We are declaring our dependence on Him and denying an independent spirit that would try
to rule our lives.


