
Sons... Not Orphans. 
By Barry Adams





Throughout the Bible, there are many 
analogies of two opposing themes…	


Tree of G&E / Tree of Life 
Darkness / Light 

Evil / Good 

Babylon / Jerusalem 
1st Adam / 2nd Adam 



Throughout the Bible, there are many 
analogies of two opposing themes…	


Death / Life 
Sin / Righteousness 

Captive / Free 
Hell / Heaven 

Flesh / Spirit 



Orphan 	

or Heir?



Jesus’ promise to  
His disciples before  

He went to the cross... 



I will not leave you orphans.  
I will come to you. 	


(WEB)  

John 14:18



Jesus was not speaking  
about their physical circumstances, 

but rather to their spiritual  
heart condition as a result of the fall.



God’s original intent in the Garden… 

For man to be fruitful, to increase in number	

To expand the Garden of Eden around the world 

To have dominion over all the earth	

To live under their Father’s blessings 



Satan set a trap…	

 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the 
wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to 

the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?” (NIV)

Genesis 3



The Fall From Son To Orphan	

 

23 So the Lord God banished him 	

from the Garden of Eden to work the ground 	


from which he had been taken.  (NIV)

Genesis 3:23



The Emotional State of Adam & Eve  
 

Felt tremendous pain and loss 
Never known sin before 

Not used to the school of hard knocks 
In one instant they lost everything 

!

Most lonely, disappointed, broken-hearted people  
the world has ever seen 

!

Adam now had to make a hard living by the sweat of his brow



When they left the Father’s presence, 	

the orphan spirit entered the human race	


 
This is not a demonic spirit  
It is simply a fatherless spirit  

!

It is the same spirit of the one  
who was first driven out of the Father’s presence  

!

The one who became forever fatherless



The Original Orphan 
Two prophetic words that describe 

the fall of Lucifer…  

King of Babylon - Isaiah 14:12-15  
King of Tyre - Ezekiel 28:11-17



12 How you have fallen from heaven, morning 
star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down 
to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!	

13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the 

heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of 
God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of 

assembly,  on the utmost heights of Mount 
Zaphon.

Isaiah 14:12-15



14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; 	

I will make myself like the Most High.”	


15 But you are brought down 	

to the realm of the dead to the depths 	


of the pit. (NIV)

Isaiah 14:12-15



14 You were anointed as a guardian cherub,	

    for so I ordained you. You were on the holy 

mount of God; you walked among the fiery 
stones. 15 You were blameless in your ways	


    from the day you were created till wickedness 
was found in you. (NIV)

Ezekiel 28:14-15



16 Through your widespread trade you were filled 
with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in 

disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, 
guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.	


17 Your heart became proud on account of your 
beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom	


    because of your splendor. So I threw you to the 
earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings. (NIV)

Ezekiel 28:16-17



You belong to your father, the devil, and you 
want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, not holding to the 

truth, for there is no truth in him. 	

When he lies, he speaks his native language, 	

for he is a liar and the father of lies. (NIV)

John 8:44



The thief only comes to 	

steal, kill, and destroy. 	


I came that they may have life, 	

and may have it abundantly. (WEB)

John 10:10



The Orphan Influence in our world… 

Fathers who are physically absent from their home 
!

Fathers who are emotionally absent 
!

Fathers who are hurting & mask their pain thru addictions 
!

Fathers who are physically & emotionally abusive



The Orphan Influence in our world… 

Children who don’t know what it is like to have a dad at home 
!

Children who have been hurt by hurting fathers 
 

Children who are lost and searching for love 
!

Children who grow up and parent their children  
just like they were parented 



The Orphan Influence in our world… 

Capitalism is the best way that orphans  
can be motivated to make advancements  

 
Democracy is the best way that orphans 

can govern other orphans  
 

Yet still in the world, millions die of starvation  
Billions are abused, hurting and suffering. 



Orphan-hearted mindsets... 

I feel that no one cares about me	

and I am all alone in this world.	


!

I believe that God may love others,	

but He couldn’t possibly love me.



I don’t feel that I have anyone 	

who is watching out for my good.	


!

I have to continually work hard	

to gain acceptance and I live 	

in constant fear of rejection.  



I struggle to find peace and rest 	

and always live in uncertainty.	


!

I see God as a commander who	

demands my obedience. 



I carry a deep sense of 	

personal shame about who I am.	


!

I am continually comparing myself	

to others to make myself feel both	


good and bad about myself.  



I feel cheated out of	

my earthly father’s blessing.  



I don’t feel completely safe 	

and secure.  

I am not convinced that 	

God loves me unconditionally.



Orphan tendencies  
 

Orphans are easily threatened by 	

other orphans.	


!

No father or mother 	

to oversee their lives.  



They have no family name. 	

!

They struggle to find an identity 	

apart from the one they work to create. 	


!

They have no inheritance.  



They don’t get gifts so they have to 	

work for everything they get.	


!

They struggle to receive.	

!

There is no sense of  
belonging to a family.	




Rules are very important to them. 	

 

They need to continually prove 	

that they have value.  

 
They seem themselves as workers 	


instead of sons.



Symptoms of Orphan Beliefs... 
 

Mistrusting	

Judgmental	


Hard on themselves… Hard on others	

Sin conscious	


Anxious	

Afraid of the future  



Fear of man	

Fear of the future	


Controlling	

Fear of failure- Fear of poverty	


Self protection	

Self pity	


Self focus 



Unbelieving 
Legalistic	


Feelings of shame	

A divided heart - Idolatry	


Self-hatred	

Unforgiving	


Self righteous



You can’t ‘cast an orphan heart out’  
Only love can drive it out…	


!

1 John 4:18 
 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 
out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 

The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
(NIV)



5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, 	

is God in his holy dwelling.	


6 God sets the lonely in families, 	

he leads out the prisoners with singing; 	


but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. (NIV)

Psalm 68:5



Jesus only spoke the words 
He heard His Father speak!	


!

John 14:18 
I will not leave you orphans.  
I will come to you. (WEB)  



We are not called 	

to live like orphans. 

 
Our divine destiny 
is to live like sons...



1  You were made alive when you were dead in 
transgressions and sins, 2  in which you once 
walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit who now works in the children of 

disobedience; (WEB)

Ephesians 2:1-2



4  But God, being rich in mercy, for his great 
love with which he loved us, 5  even when we 

were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been 

saved), 6  and raised us up with him, 	

and made us to sit with him 	


in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, (WEB)

Ephesians 2:4-6



6 Because you are his sons, 	

God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 	


the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 	

7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; 

and since you are his child, 	

God has made you also an heir. (NIV)

Galatians 4:6-7



What then shall we say 	

about these things? 	


If God is for us, 	

who can be against us? 	


(WEB)

Romans 8:31



Sons know that they are 	

united with Jesus... 

 
Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I that live, 
but Christ living in me. (WEB)	


!

Colossians 1:27 
Christ in you, the hope of glory; (WEB)



A son knows that union with Jesus 	

is union with His Father... 

 
John 17:22-23 

22 The glory which you have given me, I have given to them; 	

that they may be one, even as we are one;	


23 I in them, and you in me, 	

that they may be perfected into one; 	


that the world may know that you sent me, and loved them, 	

even as you loved me. (WEB)



A son is seated	

in heavenly places... 

 
Ephesians 2:4-6 

4 But God, being rich in mercy, for his great love with 
which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead through 

our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 	

(by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with 
him, and made us to sit with him in the heavenly places 

in Christ Jesus, (WEB)



A son knows that	

he is born of God... 

 
John 1:12 

12 But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become 
God’s children, to those who believe in his name: (WEB)	


!

1 John 3:9 
Whoever is born of God doesn’t commit sin, because his seed remains 

in him; and he can’t sin, because he is born of God. (WEB)



A son knows that	

his sins are forgiven... 

 
Colossians 2:13-14 

13 You were dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh. He made you alive together with him, having forgiven 

us all our trespasses, 14 wiping out the handwriting in ordinances 
which was against us; and he has taken it out of the way, nailing it 

to the cross; (WEB)



A son knows that there is 	

now no condemnation... 

 
Romans 8:1-2 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 

Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. (ESV)



A son knows God 	

as a loving Father... 

 
1 John 3:1 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 	

that we should be called children of God! 	


And that is what we are! 	

The reason the world does not know us 	


is that it did not know him. (NIV)



A son sees Jesus 
as his big brother... 

 
Romans 8:29 

For whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be 	

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 	


the firstborn among many brothers. (WEB)  

Hebrews 2:11 
For both he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from 
one, for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brothers, (WEB)



A son knows that he has 	

a rich inheritance...  

 
Colossians 1:12-13 

12 giving thanks to the Father, 	

who made us fit to be partakers of the inheritance 	


of the saints in light;	

13 who delivered us out of the power of darkness, 	


and translated us into the Kingdom of the Son of his love; (WEB)



A son knows that every gift  
comes from his Dad... 

 
James 1:17 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 	

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom can be 	


no variation, nor turning shadow. (WEB)



A son is not afraid to ask...  
 

Matthew 7:7-11 
7 “Ask, and it will be given you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and it 

will be opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives. He who seeks 
finds. To him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or who is there among 

you, who, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if 
he asks for a fish, who will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being 

evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

(WEB)



A son prays with confidence... 
 

Ephesians 3:12 
In him and through faith in him 	


we may approach God with freedom and confidence. (WEB)	

 

Hebrews 4:16 
Let us therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy, and may find grace for help in time of need. (WEB)	


!

Matthew 6:8 
Therefore don’t be like them, for your Father knows what things you 

need, before you ask him. (WEB)  



A son knows his Father  
will provide... 

 
Matthew 6:25-26 

25 Therefore, I tell you, don’t be anxious for your life: what you will 
eat, or what you will drink; nor yet for your body, what you will wear. 

Isn’t life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 	

26 See the birds of the sky, that they don’t sow, neither do they reap, 	


nor gather into barns. Your heavenly Father feeds them. 	

Aren’t you of much more value than they? (WEB)  



A son is at home  
in his Father’s kingdom... 

 
Luke 12:32 

Don’t be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 	

to give you the Kingdom. (WEB)  

 
Luke 22:29 

I confer on you a kingdom,  
even as my Father conferred on me, (WEB)  



A son is fearless... 
 

1 John 4:18 
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear 
has punishment. He who fears is not made perfect in love. (WEB)  

 
2 Timothy 1:7 

For God didn’t give us a spirit of fear, 	

but of power, love, and self-control. (WEB)  



A son is at peace... 
 

John 14:27 
Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, 
give I to you. Don’t let your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful. 

(WEB)  
 

Philippians 4:7 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 	


will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. (WEB)  



A son lives under	

an open heaven...  

 
Matthew 3:16-17 

16 Jesus, when he was baptized, went up directly from the water: 
and behold, the heavens were opened to him. 	


He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming on him. 	

17 Behold, a voice out of the heavens said, 	


“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (WEB)  



A son knows how to rest... 
 

Matthew 11:28-30 
28 “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and lowly in heart; and you will find rest for your souls. 	

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (WEB)  

 
Hebrews 4:9-10 

9 There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of God. 10 For 
he who has entered into his rest has himself also rested from his works, 

as God did from his. (WEB)  



A son is as bold as a lion... 
 

Proverbs 28:1 
The wicked flee when no one pursues; 	


but the righteous are as bold as a lion. (WEB)  

Revelation 5:5  
...the Lion who is of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 	


has overcome; (WEB)  



A son carries 	

his Father’s authority... 

 
Luke 10:19-20 

19 Behold, I give you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, 	

and over all the power of the enemy. Nothing will in any way hurt you. 	


!

John 20:21 
Jesus therefore said to them again, “Peace be to you. 	


As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” (WEB)



A son is blessed with	

every spiritual blessing... 

 
Ephesians 1:3-4 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ; 
4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 

would be holy and without blemish before him in love; (WEB)



A son is merciful 	

…just like his Dad! 

 
Luke 6:35-36 

35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing 
back; and your reward will be great, and you will be children of the 

Most High; for he is kind toward the unthankful and evil. 	

36 Therefore be merciful, even as your Father is also merciful. (WEB)



A son has a servant’s heart... 
 

Matthew 23:11-12 
11 But he who is greatest among you will be your servant. 	


12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 	

and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. (WEB)  

 
John 13:3-4 

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 	

and that he came forth from God, and was going to God, 	


4 arose from supper, and laid aside his outer garments. He took a towel, 	

and wrapped a towel around his waist. (WEB)



A son knows he is 
in good hands... 

 
John 10:28-30 

28 I give eternal life to them. 	

They will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.	


29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all. 	

No one is able to snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 	


30 I and the Father are one.” (WEB)



A son is never alone... 
 

John 16:32 
Behold, the time is coming, yes, and has now come, that you will be 
scattered, everyone to his own place, and you will leave me alone. 	


Yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. (WEB)  
 

Hebrews 13:5 
Be free from the love of money, content with such things as you have, 

for he has said, “I will in no way leave you, 	

neither will I in any way forsake you.” (WEB)



A son has an eternal mindset... 
 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
16 Therefore we don’t faint, but though our outward man is decaying, 
yet our inward man is renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, 
which is for the moment, works for us more and more exceedingly an 
eternal weight of glory; 18 while we don’t look at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen 

are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. (WEB)



A son is fruitful... 
 

John 14:8 
“In this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit; and so you 

will be my disciples. (WEB)  
 

Galatians 5:22-23  
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faith, 23 gentleness, and self-control. 	

Against such things there is no law. (WEB)  



A son speaks his Father’s words... 
 

John  12:49  
For I spoke not from myself, but the Father who sent me, he gave me a 

commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. (WEB)  
 

Matthew 10:18-20 
18 Yes, and you will be brought before governors and kings for my 
sake, for a testimony to them and to the nations. 19 But when they 

deliver you up, don’t be anxious how or what you will say, for it will be 
given you in that hour what you will say. 20 For it is not you who 

speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. (WEB)  



A son is free to be himself... 
 

Ephesians 2:10 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared before that we would walk in them. (WEB)  
 

Ephesians 4:7 
But to each one of us was the grace given according 	


to the measure of the gift of Christ. (WEB)  



A son is not defined by gender, race 	

or any other measurement... 

 
Galatians 3:26-29 

26 For you are all children of God, through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

29 If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed and heirs 
according to promise. (WEB)  



A son doesn’t follow after signs… 
…signs follow a son. 

 
Mark 16:17-18 

17 These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they 
will cast out demons; they will speak with new languages; 18 they will 
take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it will in no way 

hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, 	

and they will recover.” (WEB)  

 
Psalm 23:6 

Surely goodness and loving kindness shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I will dwell in Yahweh’s house forever. (WEB)  



A son lives from his heart... 
 

Philippians 2:12-13 
12 So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not only in 
my presence, but now much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God who works in you 

both to will and to work, for his good pleasure. (WEB)  
 

Psalm 37:4 
Also delight yourself in Yahweh,	


and he will give you the desires of your heart. (WEB)



A son freely gives  
what he has freely received... 

 
Matthew 10:8 

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, and cast out demons. 	

Freely you received, so freely give. (WEB)  

 
Acts 3:6 

But Peter said, “Silver and gold have I none, but what I have, 	

that I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 	


get up and walk!” (WEB)



A son is completely free... 
 

John 8:34-36 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave 	


to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, 	

but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, 	


you will be free indeed. (NIV)  
 

2 Corinthians 3:17 
Now the Lord is the Spirit and where 	


the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. (WEB)  



A son knows that nothing 	

can separate him from God’s love... 

 
Romans 8:37-39 

37 No, in all these things, we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 	


nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 	

nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, 	


will be able to separate us from the love of God, 	

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (WEB)



A son lives a dependent life... 
 

Romans 8:14 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 	


these are children of God. (WEB)  
 

John 5:19-20 
19 Jesus therefore answered them, “Most certainly, I tell you, the Son 

can do nothing of himself, but what he sees the Father doing. For 
whatever things he does, these the Son also does likewise. (WEB)  



A son lives a joy filled life... 
 

Romans 14:17 
for the Kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 	


but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. (WEB)  
 

John 17:13	

But now I come to you, and I say these things in the world, 	

that they may have my joy made full in themselves. (WEB)  



A son lives a worry free life... 
 

1 Peter 5:7 
casting all your worries on him, 	

because he cares for you. (WEB)  

 
Philippians 4:6 

In nothing be anxious, but in everything, 	

by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 	


let your requests be made known to God. (WEB)



A son knows how to trust... 
 

1 Corinthians 13:7 
Love always trusts.  

 
John 14:1-3  

1 “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 
2 There is more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not 

so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 
3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will 

always be with me where I am. (NLT)  



A son is a reflection  
of his Father... 

 
Ephesians 5:1-2 

1 Be therefore imitators of God, as beloved children.	

2 Walk in love, even as Christ also loved you, 	


and gave himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God 	

for a sweet-smelling fragrance. (WEB)



A son lives in love... 
 

John 15:9 
Even as the Father has loved me, I also have loved you. 	


Remain in my love. (WEB)  
 

1 John 4:16 
We know and have believed the love which God has for us. 

God is love, and he who remains in love remains in God, and 
God remains in him. (WEB)  



A son has a childlike heart... 
 

Matthew 11:25-26 
25 At that time, Jesus answered, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that you hid these things from the wise and understanding, 

and revealed them to infants. 26 Yes, Father, for so it was well-
pleasing in your sight. (WEB)



All creation is waiting 	

for the revealing of the sons... 

 
Romans 8:18-19 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which will be revealed toward us.	


19 For the creation waits with eager expectation 	

for the children of God to be revealed. (WEB)



















6 Because you are his sons, 	

God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 	


the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 	

7 So you are no longer a slave, 	


but God’s child; 	

and since you are his child, 	


God has made you 	

also an heir. (NIV)

Galatians 4:6-7

H HH H
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