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Ephesians 3:19, NIV –“… to know this love that surpasses knowledge --
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”

b) Know How To Walk In The Father’s Love

John 15:9, NIV–“… so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.”

Deuteronomy 11:18-19,22, NIV –“(18) … (19) … (22) If you carefully
observe all these commands I am giving you to follow -- to love the LORD
your God, to walk in all his ways and to hold fast to him ...”

c) Learn The Confirming Witness Of The Holy Spirit

Romans 8:16, NASB –“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God,”

6. Confidence And Conviction Of Identity In Christ

a) Declared Identity–Positional Identity

2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV –“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he isa new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

Galatians 3:26, NASB –“For you are all sons of God through faith in
Christ Jesus.”

Romans 8:15, NASB –“For you have not received a spirit of slavery 
leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by
whichwe cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’”

1 John 3:1, NASB–“See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called children of God …”

b) Restored Identity–Practical Identity

1 Corinthians 6:9-11, NIV –(9) … (10) … (11) And that is what some of
you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

1 John 1:9, NIV –“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

3 John 1:2, NIV –“Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health
and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well.”

Psalm 23:3, NIV–“He restores my soul.”
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FOUR STAGES OF SPIRITUAL PARENTING:

1. Parent-Child 2. Teacher-Disciple 3. Master-Servant 4. Father-Son

SALVATION IS SPIRITUAL BIRTH

John 3:3, NIV–“... no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’”

 “Born” = “Genneo” (Greek) = “To beget, to bring forth, to give birth 
to, to conceive, to bear children”

 “Again” = “Ano-then” (Greek) = “From above”

DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS FOR NEW CHRISTIANS

1. Intimacy With The Mother-Heart Of God

Matthew 23:37, NIV –“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem … how often I have
longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings, but you were not willing.”

Psalm 36:7, NIV –“How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high and
low among men find refuge in the shadow of your wings.”

 “God Almighty” = “El Shadday” (Hebrew) = “many-breasted one”

1 Thessalonians 2:7, NASB –“But we proved to be gentle among you, as 
a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children.”

a) Find Unconditional Acceptance And Security In God

Luke 18:16, NIV–“(16) … ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’”

Psalm 91:4, NIV –“He will cover you with his feathers, and under his
wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and
rampart.”

b) Develop Simple Trust In God And His Ways

Luke 18:17, NIV –“… anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God
like a little child will never enter it.”
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c) Respond ToGod’s Goodness With Praise(Gratefulness)

Matthew 21:14-16, NIV–(14)… (15) But when the chief priests and the teachers
of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple
area, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David,’ they were indignant. (16) ‘Do you hear what 
these children are saying?’ they asked him. ‘Yes,’ replied Jesus, ‘have you never 
read, “From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise’?” 

d) Know And Abide In The Love Of God (Communion With God)

1 John 4:10, NIV–“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

1John 2:1,12,NIV–“(1) My dear children,… if anybody does sin, we have
one who speaks to the Father in our defense –Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.… (12)your sins have been forgiven on account of his name.”

1 John 2:28, NIV–“And now, dear children, continue in him,….”

e) Able To Hear And Respond To The Voice And Promptings Of
God

Matthew 11:25, NIV –“Jesus said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and
learned, and revealed them to little children.’”

John 10:27, NIV –“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
follow me.”

2. Able To Drink The Nourishing Milk Of The Word (Devotionally)

1 Corinthians 3:1-2, NIV –“(1) … mere infants in Christ. (2) I gave you
milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it.…”

1 Peter 2:2-3, NIV –“(2) Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk,
so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, (3) now that you have
tasted that the Lord is good.”

2 Timothy 3:15, NIV –“and how from infancy you have known the holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus.”

3. Deep Sense Of Awe Of God And Confidence In Him

Deuteronomy 4:9, NIV –“…do not forget the things your eyes have seen
or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your
children and to their children after them.”

Isaiah 38:19, NIV –“Theliving, the living -- they praise you, as I am
doing today; fathers tell their children about your faithfulness.”

Deuteronomy 4:10, NIV–“… ‘Assemble the people before me to hear my 
words so that they may learn to revere me as long as they live in the land
and may teach them to their children.’”

Psalm 34:11, NIV–“Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the
fear of the LORD.”

 Fear, not being afraid, but in the sense of reverence and awe.

4. Sense Of Destiny And Purpose

Hebrews 11:23, NIV –“By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months 
after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child,…”

Luke 1:66, NIV –“Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, 
‘What then is this child going to be?’ For the Lord's hand was with him.”

Luke 1:76-80, NIV–“(76) ‘And you, my child, will be called a prophet of
the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for
him, (77)(78)(79)(80) And the child grew and became strong in spirit;….”

Luke 2:34-35, NIV –“(34) Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary,
his mother: ‘This child is destined… (35) …”

Matthew 1:21, NIV–“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

5. Intimacy With The Father Heart Of God

1 Corinthians 4:15, NIV –“… for in Christ Jesus I became your father
through the gospel.”

 “Became your father” = “Genneo” (Greek) = “To beget, to bring forth, 
to give birth to, to conceive, to bear children”

a) Personally Know The Father And His Heart

1 John 2:13, NIV–“… dear children, … you have known the Father.”

Romans 5:5, NIV–“…God has poured out his love into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”


