
4. CHOOSE TO BELIEVE (God’s promises for provision) 
 

a) God has given everything to us, so everything is at our disposal 
 
b) Believe God will provide your needs – seek first His Kingdom 

i. We forget to pray 
ii. If we don’t see the result right away, we feel ignored by God 

o Daniel 10:12-13, “Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the 
first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled yourself 
before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come 
because of your words. 13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia 
withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, 
came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia,” 

 Best plan 

 Best time 

 Best outcome 
iii. Recognize the blessings 

o We don’t always reap exactly what we sow 
 Ask God for finances … answer may be a business idea, job 

opportunity 
iv. Cultivate a heart of thanksgiving (even in the unknown) 

o Thank God for the work in progress 
o Philippians 4:6-7, “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 

everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has 
done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds 
anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and 
minds as you live in Christ Jesus” 

 
*Do the work and put in the effort… God will finish what you cannot 
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UNDERSTANDING GIVING 
 

a) Multiple facets of giving to God (and others) 
 

b) Multiple facets of God giving to us 
 

c) Stewardship  
o DEF’N: Stewardship is responsible management of our God-given 

resources of time, talent, and treasure. 
o 1 Peter 4:9-11: “Be hospitable to one another without complaining. As 

each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good 
stewards of God's varied grace. Whoever preaches, let it be with the 
words of God; whoever serves, let it be with the strength that God 
supplies, so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, 
to whom belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
1. CHOOSE TO BE A STEWARD 
 

a) The Blessings Of Stewardship 
 i. Being A Steward Is Being Like God! 

o Matthew 20:28, “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve…” 

ii. Being a Steward Gives Glory To God 
o Proverbs 19:17, “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and 

he will reward them for what they have done.” 
o Proverbs 16:3, “Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be 

established.”  
o Amplified version: “…He will cause your thoughts to become 

agreeable to his will.” 
 
b) Stewardship Is Openhandedness 

o Deuteronomy 15:10-11, "You shall generously give to him, and your heart 
shall not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the 
LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all your 
undertakings. 11 There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/1peter/4


I command you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are 
poor and needy in your land.” 

 
c) Why Do We Not Steward? – Fear 

o Fear of lack 
o Lack of trust/faith 
o We forget God’s promises 
o We look at it within our own limitations 

 But what does giving look like to God (everything we receive is given 
from God) 

 
d) We need to understand boundaries 

o We cannot help everybody; it’s not our job to. 
 
2. CHOOSE TO OBEY (Obedience / Sacrifice / Willingness) 

 
 a) Learning How To Obey 

i. What If We Don’t Know How Or What To Give? 

 Ask God in intimacy 
ii. What if you don’t get your answer right away? 

o Mark 12: 29-31: “29 Jesus answered, The first and principal one of all 
commands is: Hear, O Israel, The Lord our God is one Lord; 30 And 
you shall love the Lord your God out of and with your whole heart and 
out of and with all your soul (your life) and out of and with all your 
mind (with your faculty of thought and your moral understanding) and 
out of and with all your strength. This is the first and principal 
commandment. 31 The second is like it and is this, You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” 

iii. What if “I don’t have enough money… time…” 
o Giving up your own pleasures to benefit someone else 

(STEWARDSHIP) 
o We’ve lost our sense of giving and generosity as Christians 
o God is the greatest giver, we should want to become the greatest 

givers – we MUST become givers 

 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.7 Each of you should give what you have decided in 

your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.” 

 
b) Tithing – giving to the church; the body of Christ; the bride 

o Malachi 3: 10-12, “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be 
enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, 
“I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so 
great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! 
11 Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and 
disease. * Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says 
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 12 “Then all nations will call you blessed, for 
your land will be such a delight,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.” 

 
3. CHOOSE TO TRUST 
 

a) The Issue is having/keeping faith 
o We forget God’s promises 
o We are afraid to lose control of “our” possessions 

o Philippians 4:19-20: “My God will fully supply whatever you need, in 
accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father, 
glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

o Matthew 6:31-33, “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall 
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the 
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 

o Matthew 6:19-21, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 
20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

b) We expect God to provide, but can He trust us? 
o Luke 16:10-12, “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be 

trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be 
dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 
worldly wealth, which will trust you with true riches?“ 
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