
 Act 5:31, NIV – (31) God exalted [Jesus] to his own right hand as
Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness
of sins to Israel.

 Act 11:18, NIV – (18) When they heard this, they had no further
objections and praised God, saying, "So then, God has granted
even the Gentiles repentance unto life."

b) Repentance Is NOT Changing Our Mind

 Although repentance leads to changing the content of our
mind, that’s not what repentance means.

c) Repentance IS “Thinking Differently”

 “Repentance” (Greek) = “metanoeo”, “to think differently,
afterwards”

 If I experience repentance, when the process of
repentance is complete, I will think differently.

 Repentance means that something happens IN me, so that
I think differently, afterwards!

 Thinking differently is NOT about changing WHAT we
think, it’s about changing HOW we think.

2. What Is Jesus Saying To Us?

 Change the way that you think, and perceive, because …
every where that you go, the Kingdom of heaven is within
your hand’s reach. … If you are able to see it, it will change
your life, from the inside out. … And the only thing that is
keeping you from accessing it, is your inability to see it,
because you haven’t yet let God change the way that you
think.”

 Luke 17:20-21, NLT – (20) One day the Pharisees asked Jesus,
"When will the Kingdom of God come?" Jesus replied, "The
Kingdom of God can't be detected by visible signs. (21) You
won't be able to say, 'Here it is!' or 'It's over there!' For the
Kingdom of God is already among you."
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 2 Corinthians 5:17, NLT – (17) … anyone who belongs to Christ has
become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

 Philippians 3:3, NLT – (3) … We rely on what Christ Jesus has done
for us. We put no confidence in human effort.

THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

1. Jesus’ Central Message

a) Jesus Only Had One Message – The Kingdom

 Matthew 4:23, NIV – (23) Jesus went throughout Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the
kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the
people.

 Matthew 6:33, NIV – (33) But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

 Matthew 24:14, NIV – (14) And this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations …

b) Do You Have Ears To Hear And Eyes To See?

c) The Kingdom Of Heaven Is “Like”

d) The Gospel Of Salvation / Atonement

f) The Gospel Of The Kingdom Came First

g) The Gospel Of Atonement Gives Entrance

 John 14:6, NIV – (6) Jesus answered, "I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.”

 John 10:9, NKJV – (9) I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he
will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.



2. Repent For The Kingdom Of Heaven Is Near

a) The Message Of John The Baptist

 Matthew 3:1-2, NIV – (1) In those days John the Baptist came,
preaching in the Desert of Judea (2) and saying, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is near."

 Matthew 3:7-8, NLV – (7) But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming to watch him baptize, he denounced them.
"You brood of snakes!" he exclaimed. "Who warned you to flee
God's coming wrath? (8) Prove by the way you live that you have
repented of your sins and turned to God.

b) The Message Of Jesus

 Matthew 4:17, NIV – (17) From that time on Jesus began to
preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."

3. What Is The Kingdom Of Heaven Like?

 The Kingdom of Heaven is as old as King Jesus, who is
eternal

a) God’s Love – Compassion And Power

 1 John 4:8, NIV – (8) … God is love

 Hebrews 12:29, NIV – (29) … our God is a consuming fire."

 Matthew 14:14, NIV – (14) … he had compassion on them and
healed their sick.

b) Peace

 Romans 14:17, NIV – (17) For the kingdom of God is not a
matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit.

c) Joy

 Nehemiah 8:10, NIV – (10) … the joy of the LORD is your
strength.

d) Righteousness – Rightness

 The Law is not prescriptive – the way we should act – but
descriptive – of a right functioning world.

e) Life

 John 1:4, NIV – (4) In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men.

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS A REALITY

1. The Kingdom Of Heaven Has Always Existed

 When Jesus said, “the Kingdom of heaven is like …”, He
was not trying to tell us how to perform on earth, He was
describing for us a reality outside of earth, that Jesus
Himself has experienced, for all of eternity.

 John 3:13, NIV – (13) No one has ever gone into heaven except
the one who came from heaven — the Son of Man.

2. The Kingdom Needs A Bride

 Matthew 22:2, NIV – (22) The kingdom of heaven is like a king
who prepared a wedding banquet for his son.

3. Genesis Chapter One Is About Creating A Bride

4. The Bride Is To Have Dominion Over Creation

 Genesis 1:27-28, NIV – (27) So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them. (28) God blessed them and said to them, "Be
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the ground."

 Earth was to become a visible, physical replica of what
was true about the Kingdom.

REPENT FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND

1. Repentance Comes From God

 Matthew 4:17, NIV – (17) From that time on Jesus began to
preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."

a) Repentance Is NOT Turning Our Behaviour

 Turning is the fruit of repentance, but the act of turning is
not repentance.


