
5. WE MUST HAVE THE RIGHT ATTITUDES

Numbers 22:30, NIV — "The donkey said to Balaam, ... Have I been in the habit of doing this
to you? "No, ' he said "

Negative Attitudes To Deal With:

a) Rebellion

Proverbs 17:11, NIV — "An evil man is bent only on rebellion; a merciless official will be sent
against him.

b) Resignation

Galatians 6:9, NIV — "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up."

Positive Attitudes To Demonstrate:

a) Reverence

Colossians 3:22, NIV — "Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only
when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for
the Lord "

b) Loyalty

Ruth 1:16-17, NIV — "(16) But Ruth replied, 'Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from
you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people
and your God my God. (17) Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried May the LORD
deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me. '"

c) Gratefulness / Appreciation

Colossians 4:2, NIV — "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful."

6. WE MUST USE THE APPROPRIATE WORDS

Numbers 22:30, NIV — "The donkey said to Balaam, ... Have I been in the habit of doing this
to you? "No,' he said "

Proverbs 22:11, NIV — "He who loves a pure heart and whose speech is gracious will have
the king for his friend "

7. WE MUST DISPLAY THE RIGHT RESPONSE IF OUR APPEAL IS REJECTED

8. TRUST GOD TO CHANGE THE PERSON

Numbers 22:31, NIV — "Then the LORD opened Balaam's eyes ..."

Proverbs 21:1, NIV — "The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a
watercourse wherever he pleases."
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WE ARE TO OBEY AND SUBMIT TO OUR LEADERS

Romans 13:1, NLT – (1) Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes
from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God.

Hebrews 13:17, NIV – (17) Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch
over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a
burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.

1 Thessalonians 5:12, NIV – (12) Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard
among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you.

WHAT IF WE DON’T AGREE WITH OUR LEADERS?

WRONGLY RELATING TO LEADERS ALWAYS CAUSES DAMAGE

1 Samuel 15:23, NIV – (23) For rebellion is like the sin of divination [witchcraft] …

PRINCIPLE: Correction is always downward, appeal is always upward

THE PRINCIPLE OF GODLY APPEAL

SEVEN BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR AN EFFECTIVE APPEAL

1. WE MUST BE IN "RIGHT STANDING"

Numbers 22:30, NIV — "The donkey said to Balaam, 'Am I not your own donkey…?"

Romans 13:1-2, NIV — "(1) Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have
been established by God. (2) Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves."

How Can We Ensure That We Are In "Right Standing"?

a) Put ourselves under God's authority

Romans 10:9-10, NIV — "(10) That if you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord, 'and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (11) For it is with
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and
are saved "



b) Be in right fellowship with God

Romans 6:11-12, NIV — "(11) In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God
in Christ Jesus. (12) Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its
evil desires."

c) Be in submission to God-given delegated authority

Ephesians 6:1-2, 5-7, NIV — (1) Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. (2)
Honor your father and mother — which is the first commandment with a promise — (5)
Slaves [employees, students], obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with
sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. (6) Obey them not only to win their favor
when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. (7)
Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men.

d) Keep a clear conscience

Romans 13:7, NIV — "Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor."

e) Fulfill all known responsibilities

1 Samuel 15:22, NIV — "But Samuel replied: 'Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and
to heed is better than the fat of rams. '"

2. WE MUST HAVE THE RIGHT MOTIVES

Numbers 22:30, NIV — "The donkey said to Balaam, 'Am I not your own donkey, which you
have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of doing this to you? "’No,' he said "

Right motives: Three vital concerns:

a) A concern for his or her reputation

Proverbs 22:1, NIV — "A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is
better than silver or gold "

b) A concern for his or her goals

Matthew 6:10, NIV — "Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven."

c) A concern for his or her authority

1 Samuel 17:45, NIV — "David said to the Philistine, 'You come against me with sword and
spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied.'"

3. WE MUST APPEAL AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME

Numbers 22:28, NIV — "Then the LORD opened the donkey's mouth, and she said to
Balaam, `What have I done to you to make you beat me these three times? '"

Three factors to determine the appropriate time:

a) Is our authority free to concentrate on our appeal?

Esther 7:3, NIV — "Then Queen Esther answered `If I have found favor with you, O king
[Xerxes], and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life — this is my petition. And spare my
people — this is my request. '"

b) Will our authority see that we are ready to sacrifice for our appeal?

Esther 4:16, NIV — "Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do
not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is
done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. ... "

c) Will our authority know that we are ready to accept whatever decision is given?

Esther 4:16, MV — "... And if I perish, I perish."

4. WE MUST GIVE ACCURATE INFORMATION

Numbers 22:30, NIV — "The donkey said to Balaam, 'Am I not your own donkey, which you
have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of doing this to you? ... '"

Information must be accurate in three areas:

a) Accurate information about ourself

1 Samuel 17:36, NIV — "Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the
living God "

b) Accurate information about our appeal

Nehemiah 1:7, NIV — "[Lord,] We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed
the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses."

c) Accurate information about the person we are appealing to

Acts 26:3, NIV — "... you [King Agrippa] are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and
controversies. Therefore, I [Paul] beg you to listen to me patiently. "



SEVEN BASIC REQUIREMENTS
FOR AN EFFECTIVE APPEAL

1. WE MUST BE IN "RIGHT STANDING"

Questions:

 Am I living under God's authority?
 Have I dealt with all disobedience in my life?
 Am I in submission to my God-given authorities?
 Do I have a clear conscience in my dealings with others?
 Have I fulfilled all of my responsibilities toward my authority?

2. WE MUST HAVE THE RIGHT MOTIVES

Questions:

 Is my appeal concerned for the reputation of the person over me?
 Does my appeal respect and support the goals of the person over me?
 Does my appeal have the potential of making the person over me more

successful?

3. WE MUST APPEAL AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME

Questions:

 Have I thought through other alternatives, so that I don't have to make this
appeal? (The more sparingly appeals are used, the more effective they are).

 Have I given my authority adequate time to consider my appeal?
 Have I ensured my authority that I am willing to make sacrifices if my petition is

granted?
 Have I communicated that I will abide by their decision?

4. WE MUST GIVE ACCURATE INFORMATION

Questions

 Have you given your authority accurate information about yourself, in order to
help them make wise decisions?

 Does your appeal contain all of the pertinent facts, so that you will not wrongly
influence their decision?

 Have you presented your appeal honestly, clearly and concisely?

5. WE MUST HAVE THE RIGHT ATTITUDES

Questions:

 Does your authority see you as a respectful person?
 Have you communicated your gratefulness to your authority?
 Have you demonstrated ongoing loyalty to your authority?

6. WE MUST USE THE APPROPRIATE WORDS

Questions:

 Does your appeal begin with as many positive statements as you can sincerely
make?

 Do you say, "my personal convictions" and so avoid condemning your authority,
who may not hold these convictions?

 Have you written out your appeal and checked to see that it contains all of the
required aspects to make it effective?

 Have you made your appeal from your authority's point of view?

7. WE MUST DISPLAY THE RIGHT RESPONSE IF OUR APPEAL IS REJECTED

 The greatest test of our true attitudes is not when we make our appeal, but our
response if our appeal is turned down, because OFTEN, a gracious response
may prompt our authority to reconsider our appeal. And it will glorify God, and
when God is glorified, He moves on our behalf

8. TRUST GOD TO CHANGE THE PERSON

 God is the one who will change the heart of the one in authority


