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Getting Started
You will need a traditional candy cane to show the children during 
“Getting to the Heart.” Bookmark Romans 6:23 in your Bible so you 
can find it easily, too. Choose a children’s Bible or paraphrase that is 
easy to understand. Alternatively, you can read it directly from this 
devotion.

Introduction
What’s the most fun part of Christmas for you? Is it finding and 
decorating the tree? Is it helping bake—and eat—all those 
Christmas goodies? Is it the beautiful music and the wonderful 
worship services in church? (Let volunteers respond.)

Probably all of us like getting gifts and giving them to people 
we love. It’s exciting to think about how Mom or Grandpa will 
be surprised by what we’ve made or bought and wrapped 
up—just for them. It’s fun to think about what might be in all 
those mysterious packages with our names on them under the 
Christmas tree!

A
sk your child(ren), “H

ow
 does the candy 

cane rem
ind you of Jesus, G

od’s sw
eetest 

G
ift?”

Then say, “If you turn the candy cane this 
w

ay, it m
akes a letter. W

hat letter is this? 
Yes, it’s a J. That is the first letter of Jesus’ 
nam

e. H
ere’s a song about that (sung to the 

tune of “Bingo”):

“G
od gave a Savior for the w

orld

A
nd Jesus w

as his nam
e, O

h . . . 

J-E-S-U
-S, J-E-S-U

-S, J-E-S-U
-S,

A
nd Jesus is his nam

e, YES!”

Pregúntale a tu(s) hijo(s):  “¿Cóm
o te recuerda el 

bastón de caram
elo a Jesús, el regalo m

ás dulce 
de D

ios?”

Luego diles: “Si volteas el bastón de caram
elo de 

esta m
anera, se ve una letra. ¿Q

ué letra es? Sí: 
es una J. Esa es la prim

era letra del nom
bre de 

Jesús. Aquí hay una canción sobre eso (cantada 
con la tonada de “Bingo”):

“D
ios le dio un Salvador al m

undo 

Y Jesús era su nom
bre, O

h. . . 

J-E-S-Ú
-S, J-E-S-Ú

-S, J-E-S-Ú
-S,

¡Y Jesús es su nom
bre, SÍ!”



The red stripes remind us that Jesus died on the cross for us. He 
let himself be punished—not for his own sins, but for ours! He 
died for us because he loves us. Wow—that’s a lot of love! 

The candy cane shape reminds us that Jesus is our Good 
Shepherd. Shepherds live with their sheep every minute. They 
protect their sheep. Jesus, our Good Shepherd, died for us, but 
he didn’t stay dead. He came alive on Easter morning, and now 
he lives forever! He stays right beside us day by day. He gives us 
food to eat and puts joy and peace into our hearts. He helps us 
in times of sadness and pain. I’m so glad Jesus is my Shepherd!

Taking It Home
I hope you give and receive some wonderful gifts this 
Christmas. And I also hope you remember the sweetest Gift of 
all—the Savior God sent to take away our sins and give us a 
brand new life, an eternal, forever life with him. The Bible says, 
“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ” (Romans 
6:23). 

Remember that Gift every time you look at the (name the Jesus: 
The Sweetest Gift item you are distributing) you are receiving 
today. (Point to each child and everyone in the congregation as 
you say,) Jesus is God’s sweetest Gift to you and to you and to 
you and you and all of you!
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Getting to the Heart
I’d like to tell you a story about one Christmas long ago. Once 
upon a time, a candy maker thought about all the sweet treats 
he sold at Christmastime. He liked to think about how children 
would enjoy those sweet treats. But still, he wasn’t happy. 
He wanted to give the children in his village a MUCH more 
precious, gift! He wanted to give them the sweetest Gift of  
all! He wanted each and every one of them to know Jesus and 
his love!

But how could a candy maker share that gift? He thought and 
thought. Suddenly, he had an idea! And here it is! (Hold up a 
candy cane.) 

The white candy would remind the children of Jesus’ purity. 
Jesus never sinned. He never disobeyed his mommy or daddy. 
He never hated or hurt anyone. He never forgot to say his 
prayers. Jesus was the perfect child we cannot be. Jesus was 
perfect for us! When we believe in Jesus, all of Jesus’ goodness 
belongs to us!

It’s like a day you come home from school and have to clean 
your room. What a chore! Do you have to put all the toys away? 
Yes! Do you have to wash all those rumpled, dirty sheets? Yes! 
Do you have to dust under the bed? Yes! Bummer! But as you 
open the door to your room, everything is perfect! Your brother 
or your sister cleaned it for you! Wow! Jesus lived a perfect life 
for us—wow!

So the white part on the candy cane reminds us that Jesus 
obeyed God for us. 


