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Everyday Heroes: A thought from the Executive Director 

What do you think of when you hear 

the word, “Heroes”?  Superman or 

other comic book and big screen 

characters?   Biblical patriarchs like 

Moses, David, or Paul?  Perhaps our 

men and women in uniform serving 

at home or abroad?   

Whatever your image, I would like 

you to broaden your perspective by 

considering who the “Everyday He-

roes” are in your life. 

For me, there are family members 

and friends on this list, as well as 

people I know in the community.   

At Bella, our Everyday Heroes in-

clude the Board, staff, and volun-

teers because they are the ones who 

are on the “frontlines” of the minis-

try. However, this list also includes 

our donors, those who pray for the 

ministry, and those who provide 

other types of support to Bella, be-

cause these are the ones who sus-

tain the ministry.  

Right now, we are seeking additional 

Everyday Heroes at Bella.  

One of the areas where we need  

Heroes is on our volunteer staff. 

 

“If you are ready to dust 

off your cape and 

become one of Bella’s 

Everyday Heroes, give 

me a call.  I would love 

to visit with you about 

how you might ‘Save 

the Day’ at Bella!” 

(We especially need a volun-

teer nurse who would be in-

terested in training in ultrasound.)  

The first step in volunteering to work 

directly with the clients is to complete 

our Volunteer Training Seminar.  We 

had originally scheduled the seminar 

to begin in March but have moved it 

to June due to a shortage of registered 

participants.  (You can find more infor-

mation on dates and times for the 

seminar in this newsletter.)  

Another area of need is on our Fund-

raising Committee. With the Walk for 

Life quickly approaching and the Des-

sert Gala not far behind, we are look-

ing for a few Heroes to step in and 

help with the organizing and orches-

trating of these important events. 

And of course, with the Walk for Life 

scheduled for May 10, we are in need 

of Everyday Heroes to sign up as Walk-

ers and gather pledges on Bella’s be-

half.  

If you are ready to dust off your cape 

and become one of Bella’s Everyday 

Heroes, give me a call.  I would love to 

visit with you about how you just 

might “Save the Day” at Bella! 

By Roxie Johnson 



 

What is so bad about that?  It can be a 

hard thing to see some women buy 

into that, jumping in with both feet.  

Some with no faith base, no belief, no 

relationship with God.  But, Bella is 

still that lighthouse in the dark to so 

many.  God brings them in through 

the doors, we are blessed to have the 

opportunity to minister and meet the 

needs of each individual.  It truly is an 

amazing thing to watch how God 

works through each of our exceptional 

Volunteers, and we are blessed on a 

regular basis to see the full circle of a 

crisis situation.  Please continue to be 

a Bella Prayer Warrior!  Keep praying.  

Thank you! 

The focus of Bella is to be a resource 

for women and men with pregnancy 

related needs. We are not here to tell 

anyone what to do, but to supply 

them with support, information and 

education.  Even with top notch up-

dated information, brochures, ultra-

sound machine, educated staff, etc…

the heart of the matter is when an 

individual does not view the new life 

growing within her as a unique human 

being with potential….we are still back 

to square one with presenting basic 

information, hoping there is an innate 

value for the life within her.  Abortion 

is promoted in society as an answer to 

a “problem or inconvenience” to your 

routine life.  Advertised as quick, easy, 

safe, and politically a woman’s right.  

Page 2 Bella Pregnancy Resource Center 

“God brings them 

in through the 

doors, we are 

blessed to have the 

opportunity to 

minister and meet 

the needs of each 

individual.” 

New Clients        101 

 Female         93 

 Male           8 

Return Clients (Carry over from 2012)     22 

Pregnancy Test Clients        84 

 Positive Tests                      64 

 Negative Tests                      20 

 Tests at Doctor          4   

Ultrasound Confirmations        65 

Options Counseling        12 

STD info          32 

Clients who chose to carry to term          61 

Clients who chose abortion             3 

Client who chose adoption             0 

Miscarriages            10 

Clients whose results are unknown            3 

Earn While You Learn clients           34 new 

                     21 return 

Abstinence/Relationship Counsel              22 

Post abortion /Pregnancy Loss            1 

Spiritual Counsel /Gospel Presentation      15 

Total Client Visits (Jan-Dec 2013)             552 

2013 Statistical Report 

 Center Director/Nurse’s Notes  by Jodie Baxendale 



Client Advocacy by Vicki Furnish 
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“Every Monday 

when I walk 

through the  front 

door of Bella I have 

little idea of what 

God has in store for 

me.” 

I have been a client advocate at Bella for nearly two years and it has taught me so much 

about loving others right where they are at.  I had always wanted to get involved with this 

ministry because I have a heart for young women and all of the struggles they go thru as they 

grow up in a time that constantly challenges their worth, morals, and true beauty in Christ 

Jesus.  Every Monday when I walk through the front door of Bella I have little idea of what 

God has in store for me.  Some Mondays are rather quiet and allow time to catch up on pa-

perwork and follow up with women who may think that no one has continued to think of or 

care for them.  Other weeks I will have a client waiting for the doors to open and in the mid-

dle of a crisis situation.  But my prayer as I drive from my home to the doors of Bella is always 

the same, “Dear Heavenly Father, help me to extend your love and grace.  In You we have 

redemption and the forgiveness of our sins.  Let me see each young lady that you bring to 

Bella as your child, helping me to be full of compassion and able to speak life into them.  Help 

me to be an instrument of your grace, love and truth.” 

God has been faithful to provide me with all I need to minister to these young women.  Some 

are hard to love and understand, others have a sweet sincerity and are eager to learn to do 

right.  ALL are  grateful for what Bella provides; a safe environment to share their lives and 

struggles, a place to sort through the crisis and evaluate their options, and an opportunity to 

rise above the crisis and come out a better person knowing their life matters. 

One day a client came to Bella who I had known from a Bible Study that I led for young girls.  

She came from a single parent home, had a poor relationship with her mother, and no rela-

tionship with her father.  When our eyes met I knew she felt embarrassed and ashamed.  My 

gut feeling was “disappointment” in her, but I said a quick prayer in my head, God filled me 

with compassion,  and I  walked around the desk to give her a big hug.  We went into the 

room to do our intake interview and she instantly broke into tears.  She didn’t know that I 

was a volunteer at Bella, and probably wouldn’t have come in if she had known.  But I was so 

grateful that God gave me the opportunity to be her first point of contact at Bella.  We were 

able to have a wonderful talk.  It is not often that the relationship with our Heavenly Father 

becomes the “topic of conversation” in the first appointment with a client.  But we had a 

starting point from our relationship when she was younger and from there we could freely 

discuss God’s unconditional love, acceptance and forgiveness.  She had a moral compass of 

right and wrong and God was able to use our time in that room to redeem her and give her 

value.  After her negative pregnancy test with our nurse, she recommitted to abstinence and 

is trying to make better decisions.  On a quiet Monday when I made a follow up call she told 

me she is writing out her testimony to share with a student group.  I am so proud of her and 

pray for her often, that God will use her story to help other young girls, and she can remain 

strong about her commitment to abstinence. 

I continue to be amazed at all that goes on behind the front door of Bella Pregnancy Resource 

Center!  God is at work, the faithful supporters are such a sweet fragrance of His love for the 

ministry of Bella.  The women that come to the center are able to be received without judg-

ment and are given amazing opportunities for counsel, education and long term friendships 

with the Bella staff.  In the study Experiencing God, by Henry Blackaby, he says to look where 

God is at work and to join in!  This is how I feel as a volunteer at Bella – God is at WORK! I 

have joined in because it is rewarding to work side by side with God and the Christ filled staff 

of Bella.  Thanks for the opportunity, it continues to bless my life. 
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Client Story by Jodie Baxendale 

“Several attempts 

were made to follow 

up with her, but she 

never did return the 

messages.” 

Memorial Gifts 

A Memorial Gift was 

given in remembrance 

of their son, Randy 

Dahl, by Dennis & 

Carole Dahl 

A Memorial Gift was 

given in remembrance 

of her niece, Joan Con-

dyles, by Mary Ann 

Hackert 

A In-Kind Memorial Gift 

was given in remem-

brance of Ruth Linn by 

the Sturgis Wesleyan 

Church 

“Samantha” came in for a 

pregnancy test.  She was on 

edge, worried, but also had 

a flat affect about what her 

final decision might be.  Go-

ing through the motions it 

seemed at times.  She’d 

been here before, 6 months 

ago.  She had come in for a 

pregnancy test and ultra-

sound then too.   

That first appointment she 

came in to Bella as a walk-in 

with a friend, she was re-

ferred to us from an area 

medical clinic.  “Samantha” 

was shaking and nervous.  

She said right away that she 

was in disbelief that she 

might be pregnant, even 

though she had been in a 

relationship with an abusive 

boyfriend for 3 years, and 

neither of them was using 

any measure of protection.  

She said she was thinking 

she would have an abortion 

if she wasn’t that far along.  

She said that she had been 

partying quite a bit and her 

abusive boyfriend was in-

sisting she have an abortion 

because of her partying, and 

because he didn’t want to 

have a baby with someone 

he would not be spending 

the rest of his life with.  She 

said she had supportive fam-

ily and friends, but they all 

said it was up to her to de-

cide and they would support 

her in whatever she chose.   

During the ultrasound, all 

the components that we 

expect to see for a normal, 

viable 7 week pregnancy 

were visible…the gestational 

sac in the uterus, a baby 

measurable in length, the 

yolk sac (necessary for 1st 

trimester growth), and the 

heart beating.  Her friend 

was more excited and emo-

tional than the client.  After 

the ultrasound, “Samantha” 

still requested information 

on abortion procedures, but 

also expressed some joy and 

wanted some parenting in-

formation.  A packet full of 

brochures, physician and 

area resources was present-

ed to her, as well as prayer 

and support.  She accepted 

them and let her tears flow 

and smiles also were re-

vealed as she spoke of the 

possibility that she could 

make it work.   

Several attempts were made 

to follow up with her, but 

she never did return the 

messages.  And we never did 

know what her final decision 

was, until 6 months later, 

she called to schedule an-

other appointment for a 

pregnancy test again.  She 

stated that she did in fact 

get an abortion 3 weeks 

after her Bella appointment.   

And here she was again, 

trusting us again with her 

situation and God brought 

her to us once more.   She 

said that she just could not 

keep the first baby because 

of all the partying, and the 

ex-boyfriend beat her up 

and kicked her in the abdo-

men to prevent the pregnan-

cy from going forward.   This 

time she said she had a new 

boyfriend, and he also came 

with her to the appointment 

and was eager to learn 

about what might be hap-

pening.  Again the pregnancy 

test came back positive.  But 

this time the ultrasound 

could not be confirmed, as 

she was too early.  He was 

still excited and happy, and 

she acted happy for him, but 

still seemed distant and go-

ing through the motions.  

She wasn’t as open to joy 

this time.   

She was scheduled to return 

for a repeat confirmation 

ultrasound but no-showed 

that appointment.  Several 

attempts to follow-up have 

been made, without success.  

Please add “Samantha” to 

your prayer lists! 



Page 5 Heartbeat 

Memorial Gifts 

Memorial Gifts were given in 
remembrance of                     
Joy Krautschun                         

by the following people: 
 

Phil & Jan Barnes 
Gayla & Rand Williams 

Carrie Hall 
Curtis Schultz 
Stan Anders 

Lyle & Judith Berry 
Helen Duncan 

Everett & Joann Follette 
Dennis & Marlene Marso 

Eugene & Norma Schlekeway 
Ronald & Wanda Anders 

Kathleen & Richard Cappel 
Ross & Barbara Delzer 

Jerome & Shelia Eckrich 
Jeffrey & Kathy Kelley 

Malcolm & Barbara Allen 
Linda Bates 

Mary Kay Budmayr 
Larry & Nancy Christopherson 

Maureen Clarkson 
Delores & Dean Dittus 
Melvin & Cathy Eaton 

Bill & Dixie Evans 
Kurt & Joyce Hall 

Larry & Sandy Klarenbeek 
Harvey Krautschun 

Jeffrey & Cathy Marsh 
Wayne Mundt 

Joseph & Ruth Picasso 
Jim & Barb Shrader 

Pamela Thomas 
Keith & Carol Umenthum 

Amy Walker 
JoAnne Begley 
Cynthia Brady 
Pearl Burdick 

Bruce & Becky Byrum 
William Collins 

Margaret Crago 
Michael & JoConda Dana 

Nadine Fidler 
Ed & Mary Furois 

Bill & Terri Kinghorn 
Judith Lien 

Richard & Lori Little 
Lois McBride 

Steve & April Meeker 
Jeannie Salazar 

Cathy Sulentic-Morcom 
Violet Winter 

Marla & Jeffrey Sprenger 
Gunderson Palmer, Nelson, & 

Ashmore, LLP 
Ronald & Linda Karkela 

Mary Ann Hackert 
Dennis & Carole Dahl 

Dave & Debra McEuen 
Bruce Grode 

Gary & Beverly Krell 
 

We cannot thank the people, churches, businesses, and families that help sustain Bella enough!!  

Whether it is clothing and supplies for the Bella Boutique, office supplies, monetary donations, or 

some type of volunteerism, we could not  keep the ministry going without YOU!!  Our heartfelt 

thanks to each and everyone who has blessed us with their time, talents, and treasures! 

 Special thanks to several Thrivent for Lutherans groups that showered Bella with practical 

items for the office, the Bella Boutique, and the Foundation Campaign over the Holidays.  

Wow!  Your blessings filled both our hearts and shelves!!   

 Our thanks to several clients who donated baby clothing and other items back to the ministry.  

The circle of love you have created is amazing!! 

 Ongoing thanks to a very special couple who is always ready at hand to supply the needs of 

our Bella Boutique.  We stand in awe of your support for Life and the clients we serve!! 

 Heartfelt thanks to several area women and groups who have brought in handmade/knitted/

crocheted items for our clients and their babies.  We appreciate your talent and thoughtful-

ness! 

 We are also very grateful to the churches that have blessed us with diapers and other needed 

baby items over the past several months.  What an honor it is to partner with you in this min-

istry. 

 We feel particularly blessed by Stan Sundberg, who has kept our sidewalks free of snow this 

winter!!  What an awesome way to serve Bella, the staff, our clients, and all those who walk 

by!!  Thank you!!!! 

 To all those who have supported Bella, but are too numerous to mention, THANK YOU from 

the bottom of our hearts!!  We love it when you drop by with fun things to donate or when 

you call us to serve in some awesome way!!  May God’s blessings be upon you all!! 

 



Page 6 Bella Pregnancy Resource Center 

Along with serving clients on a day-to-day basis, there’s always something happening in the 

ministry.   

In January, Bella conducted it’s Sanctity of Human Life Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign.  

Twenty-four churches and seven businesses took part in this important fundraising event, rais-

ing over $15,000 for the ongoing needs of the ministry.  We were thrilled with the participa-

tion of so many!  Sincere thanks to each and every church, business, individual, and family that 

took part.   

In February, the Board of Director’s began their annual Strategic Planning.  During this process 

a thorough evaluation is made of the ministry; strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 

threats are examined, and one to five year goals are established.  The Board is currently work-

ing on goal-setting and ask for your prayers as they continue to discern the Lord’s direction for 

the ministry in the coming years. 

In March, we were scheduled to start Bella’s annual Volunteer Training Seminar.  However, 

we did not have enough registered participants, so the Volunteer Training has been resched-

uled for June.  If you have ever thought about volunteering to work directly with the clients at 

Bella, this seminar is for you!!  Please fill out the form enclosed with this newsletter and return 

it to Bella before May 23rd.   

Also in March, we hit our goal of raising $13,000 for the Foundation Repair Campaign and as 

this is being written, the work is being done! By time you read this newsletter, the foundation 

will have been reinforced and the floor will have been raised.  After that, we will need to re-

place the back door and do some cosmetic work to complete the project.  Our sincere thanks 

to all who gave to this project!!  Once again, you have blessed us beyond measure! 

April showers bring May flowers, along with Bella’s Walk for Life.  This year’s Walk for Life is 

scheduled for May 10th at the Spearfish City Park Bandshell.  More information is included in 

this newsletter as well as on our website:  http://bellapartners.org.  Meanwhile, we could use 

help on the fundraising committee. If you have some spare time to offer, please give us a call 

at Bella. 

In June, we will start preparing for our annual Dessert Gala.  Be sure to mark your calendars 

now for this sure-to-be extraordinary event that will be held on October 16th.  This year’s Gala 

will feature Student for Life Executive Director, Kristan Hawkins.  For more information on Kris-

tan, please go to: http://studentsforlife.org/staff/kristan-hawkins. 

Bella Happenings 

Client Needs 

New Cribs 

High Chairs 

Diapers (all sizes) 

Wipes 

Center Needs 

Yard Clean-up 

New Flower Pots & 

Flowers 

Outdoor Painting 

“Twenty-four 

churches and seven 

businesses took 

part in this im-

portant fundraising 

event, raising over 

$15,000 for the on-

going needs of the 

ministry.” 



Fundraising:  Providing Stewardship Opportunities 

“Bella is not the  

project of a specific 

church.  It is an   

organization that 

represents the    

collective Body of 

Christ to those 

served.” 
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At Bella, we look at fundraising a little differently 

than many organizations. Rather than viewing it as 

a necessary burden, we look at it as an awesome 

opportunity for the Body of Christ to come togeth-

er and accomplish some extraordinary things.  

First, it provides believers with an important ave-

nue of stewardship.  Most of us would agree that 

we want to be good stewards of all that God has 

entrusted to us.  Those who invest in Bella are 

investing in several areas close to the Father-heart 

of God:  A) as a local mission, Bella reaches out to 

those who are unchurched or have walked away 

from their faith.  B) As the hands and feet of 

Christ, Bella offers an avenue to provide for the 

“widows” and fatherless of today:  single mothers 

and their babies. C)  As a Christian organization, 

Bella upholds and promotes the Biblical principles 

for the Sanctity of Human Life, the Sanctity of Sex-

uality, and the Sanctity of Marriage.  

Secondly, Bella’s fundraising events bring churches 

together for a unified purpose.   Bella is not the 

project of a specific church.  It is an organization 

that represents the collective Body of Christ to 

those served.   Bella is made up of people from 

many different denominations and supported by 

over 30 churches from the area.   

Our fundraising events provide opportunities for 

Bella to build relationships with our supporters, 

and for our supporters to build relationships with 

one another.  The Dessert Gala and Walk for Life 

are optimal places to meet Christians from other 

churches in the area.  Many friendships have been 

forged through these events, bringing further uni-

ty to the Body of Christ in the Northern Hills area. 

And of course, the fundraising events provide Bella 

with the opportunity 

to report on the great 

work that is being 

accomplished by the 

ministry and Chris-

tians with the oppor-

tunity to invest time, 

talent, and treasure in 

a local mission whose values line up with their 

own.   

Our hearts are full of gratitude for the stewardship 

of all those who have partnered with us to carry 

out Bella’s mission this past year, and while it 

would be difficult to list each and every individual, 

church, donor, and volunteer in our newsletter, we 

do recognize that good stewards not only look for 

churches and Christian organizations to support, 

but local businesses that share their values as well.  

Therefore, we would like to acknowledge the busi-

nesses that have supported Bella this past year, 

and encourage you to trade with them.  As you do, 

please let them know how much you appreciate 

their support of Bella’s life-affirming work.  Here 

they are: 

2013 Walk for Life T-shirt Sponsors 
The Foot Doctor, Dr. Lorri Riley 
Prestige Auto Sales 
J1 Insoles 
Zumba (Angie Albonico) 
 
2013 Dessert Gala Sponsors 
Hill’s Interiors 
Eaton Construction 
First Interstate Bank 
Carl’s Trailer Sales 
Pioneer Bank & Trust 
Hood & Nies, P.C. 
Lyle’s Home Repair & Lawn Service 
Dakota Bus Service, Inc. 
 
2014 Walk for Life T-shirt Sponsors 
Prestige Auto Sales 
Black Hills Vision Care 

Jodie B Photography 
 
Other Primary Business Donors 
Advice, Inc. (Jon Pochop) 
Ainsworth-Benning Construction 
All About Potential Family Chiroprac-
tic 
Amann & Graslie DDS 
American Colloid Company 
Baker Trenching 
Bisgaard Team 
Black Hills Webworks 
Castle Retirement Home, Inc. 
Croell Redi-Mix 
Gold Page Publishing, Inc. 
Goodsell, LLC 
Hansen Consulting Inc. 
Harvey Krautschun Insurance 
Henderson Property Management 

Impact Paintless Dent Repair 
Loftus Dental Clinic 
Mailloux Timber Company 
Mark Thiel & Associates 
Mike’s Carpet & Linoleum Installa-
tion 
Prairie Harvest 
Quik Signs, Inc. 
Robert P. Burnett Agency, Inc. 
SRK Farms 
Steele, Inc. (Northern Hills Cinema) 
Cathy Sulentic-Morcom, Physical 
Therapist 
Thrivent Financial 
Vezaro Inc. (Guadalajara’s Mexican 
Restaurant) 
White’s Queen City Motors 

2013-2014 Business Donors 
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If you would like your name 

removed from our newsletter 

list, please call  Bella at       

605-642-4140 or email us      

at info@bellapartners.org  

Please plan to join us at 

Bella’s 22nd Annual 

Walk for Life 

May 10, 2014 

Spearfish City Park  

Bandshell 

8:30 AM Registration 

9:00 AM Walk begins!! 

To register go to: 

Bellapartners.org 

 


