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Lesson 05 - Ministry of the Prophet – Part 1 
 
THE MINISTRY OF PROPHETS UNDER THE OLD AND NEW COVENANT 
 
1. The Lord spoke to His people as His Holy Spirit came upon them - Exodus 

4:15-16 
 
In the Old Covenant Ministry The Lord spoke to His people as His Holy Spirit came 
upon them – They were anointed by God to be His mouthpiece.  
 
Just as Aaron was designated by God to be Mosses’ mouthpiece.  
As Mosses spent time with God “face to face” in the Tent of Meeting or on the Mountain 
– God’s presence anointed him to speak and then he told Aaron what to say. 
 
Exodus 4:15-16 (NLT) - 15 Talk to him, and put the words in his mouth. I will be with both 
of you as you speak, and I will instruct you both in what to do. 16 Aaron will be your 
spokesman to the people. He will be your mouthpiece, and you will stand in the place of 
God for him, telling him what to say.  
 
Old Covenant Prophets:  

 were the direct mouthpieces of God  

 Spoken words authorized by God as being the inspired Scripture (Most of the Old 
Testament is written by prophets) 
 
a) Through Visions, Dreams, - Numbers 12:6 Then He said, "Hear now My 

words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, make Myself known to 
him in a vision, and I speak to him in a dream." 

 
b) Through God’s Word coming from their mouth 

 
2. Guidelines For Old Testament Prophets - Deuteronomy 18:15 -22  
 

Moses was given the following guidelines by The Lord God in Deuteronomy 18:15 -
22 - VS.15 The Lord God said to Mosses… I will raise up a prophet like you from 
among their fellow Israelites. I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell the 
people everything I command him  
 

a) They were used to give direction and guidance to God’s people.  
 
b) They were used to give warning and foresight. 

 
Such as Isaiah - Isaiah 20:3 (NLT) - Then the Lord said, “My servant Isaiah has 
been walking around naked and barefoot for the last three years. This is a sign—a 
symbol of the terrible troubles I will bring upon Egypt and Ethiopia. 
 

c) Their words were meant to be obeyed 
 

Deuteronomy 18:19 - I will personally deal with anyone who will not listen to the 
messages the prophet proclaims on my behalf. 
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d) They needed to be infallible (without error) in their ministry. 
 

(If their words did not come true, they were stoned) - Vs. 20 But any prophet who 
falsely claims to speak in my name or who speaks in the name of another god must 
die.’ 

 
A prophet is never to speak his own thoughts or from his own wisdom. He is only to 
speak as a prophet when God speaks directly through him. 
 

e) They were to be tested  
 

21 “But you may wonder, ‘How will we know whether or not a prophecy is from the 
Lord?’ 22 If the prophet speaks in the Lord’s name but his prediction does not 
happen or come true, you will know that the Lord did not give that message. That 
prophet has spoken without my authority and need not be feared. 

 
f) They could be trained 
 

Samuel established the schools of the prophets and a new prophetic order of men 
who were educated in the Word, sensitive to the voice of God, and who had a deep 
spiritual relationship to God. These schools were in four different locations. They 
were called the “sons of the prophets” 

 
g) They could be requested to give a word 
 

Those who were in authority would call upon a prophet to hear from the Lord for 
direction, especially strategic warfare direction. 

God assigned a personal prophet to most of the kings of Israel and Judah to help 
them know God's will. 
 

h) They were often confirmed by signs and wonders 
 

Often their prophecies also had a demonstration with the Word.  
Such as Elijah - 1 Kings 17:1 (NLT) - Elijah said…, “As surely as the Lord, the 
God of Israel, lives—the God I serve—there will be no dew or rain during the next 
few years until I give the word!” 
 

i) They called people to repentance. 
 

Jonah 1 (NLT) - The Lord gave this message to Jonah… “Get up and go to the great 
city of Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how wicked 
its people are. 

 
k) They most often were alone and living away from other people.  
 
l) They were feared by both the average person and the one in authority. 
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 Such as Ezekiel - Ezekiel 2:6,7 - “Son of man, do not fear them or their words. 
Don’t be afraid even though their threats surround you like needles and thorns 
and stinging scorpions. Do not be dismayed by their dark scowls, even though 
they are rebels. 7 You must give them my messages….” 
 

m) They spoke of Messiah coming. 
 

Such as: John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
John was the last prophet of the Old Covenant. His ministry was to prepare the 
people to receive their Messiah. 
 
Matthew 3:3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: "The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make His 
paths straight.' " 
 

n) They were also called Man of God, Seers, Mediators, Messengers, Prophets 
 

And of course there were prophetess – Miriam, Deborah, Isaiah’s wife, and Anna 
who was The last prophetesses under the Old Covenant, she declared at the temple 
that Jesus would bring redemption to His people. 

 
o) Jesus also ministered as a Prophet. 
 

In fact when he was here on earth He functioned to the fullest extent of all the 
Fivefold. He is The Prophet of prophets.  He not only proclaimed The Kingdom of 
God, He also spoke of things to come. 

 

 John 12:49  - “For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who 
sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.” 

 John 12:16 -  “At first His disciples did not understand all this”  
Everything that Jesus prophesied came to pass and will come to pass. 

 
3. Jesus’s ministry as a Prophet gives us a pattern to follow for the prophets of 

today. 
 

Revelations 19:10  
 
4. The Spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus – Revelation 19:10  
 

 True prophecy has to witness to Him – to demonstrate His character, His ways 

 True prophecy declares what Jesus is saying 

 True prophecy declares His glory 
 
5. At the Day of Pentecost 
 
It was as Jesus promised – as He had ‘prophesied’ the Holy Spirit came powerfully at 
Pentecost and empowered the church to go and do all that Jesus commanded. 
Since then, the Holy Spirit is available to all who believe so all believers can operate in 
the spiritual gift of prophecy. But all cannot operate as a Fivefold Prophet.  
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6. A Fivefold Prophet ministers with: 
 

a) a greater prophetic anointing 
b) a greater detail and accuracy 
c) a revelation other than edification, exhortation and comfort  

 
7. This Fivefold function is: 
 

a) not a title or office 
b) not to be elevated as a greater level of ministry 
c) not self-proclaimed 
d) not chosen by the church. 

 
God is the one who calls individuals with this specific leadership ministry.  
 
IN THE NEW COVENANT MINISTRY 
 
1. When Jesus ascended on high He gave gifts. He gave of Himself. 
 

 These fivefold gifts are ministries that Jesus fully operated in. He distributed them 
to individuals 

 

 As read in Ephesians 4:11-13 - These specific functional gifts are to work 
together as one unit. 

 
2. They are interdependent 
 

They need each other to be fully complete and mature in their purpose and ministry 
which is for the ‘training up the body of the church to do the work of service.’ 
(Ephesians 4:12) 

 For example how the function of the prophet and the apostolic gift are to work 
together in laying the foundation for churches to build upon and mature. Both of 
their functions are needed to be united in order to create a governmental and 
spiritual atmosphere. 

 
3. The ministry of the prophet is foundational – Ephesians 2:20 
 

 Ephesians 2:20 (NLT) - 20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of 
the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.  

 

 This is the reason why the ministry of the Fivefold Prophet must be restored to 
the church 

 This function is only to be recognized as the person who is fully united to the 
Head (Jesus Christ) and the rest of the body.   

 The Lord admonishes us to welcome the gift and as do we will be given the 
blessing of that gift. The believers will gain direction from the Lord as the 
prophets bring supernatural revelation and discernment. 
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4. Is to be received by the church as a blessing - Matthew 10:41 
 

 Matthew 10:41 (NLT) - 41 If you receive a prophet as one who speaks for God, 

you will be given the same reward as a prophet. 
 
5. A New Covenant Fivefold Prophet: 
 
a) Speaks to the body of Christ, individuals, those in authority; Christian or non-

Christian (when invited to) 
 
b) No longer words given with the same authority as the inspired Scripture (After the 

book of Revelation - no words of a prophet  are to be added to the Bible ) 
 
Scripture Inspired prophecy is no longer being given – the Bible is complete. 
No prophecy is to be given or received with the same authority as the Scriptures. 
Now all other prophecy must be in agreement with the written Word of God.  
The Lord will not go against His written Word. 
 
THE FIVEFOLD PROPHET 
 
1. Should not be separate from people but is actively part of the community. 
2. Are used by God to confirm the word the Lord is already speaking to the hearts of 

individuals and also to the body of the church as a whole.  (all believers have the 
Holy Spirit within them (temple of God) so we can hear from God ourselves)  It is a 
confirmation. 

3. Will stir up a forgotten dream, a desire that the Lord had placed within (stretch the 
person to re-visit an idea that was stolen from them (laughing, making fun off, 
shameful …I’ll never to that again….) 

4. Are used by the Lord to ignite a vision or calling in an individual and/or church body 
This must be confirmed by the witness of the Holy Spirit in an individual’s own life 
and/or the affirmation of his church leadership. 

5. They call people to into a relationship with Jesus Christ and live according to their 
identity as a child of God empowered by The Holy Spirit within them.  

6. They equip people to hear from God for themselves.  
7. They stir- up the gifts in others  
8. Empower others to understand how God speaks 
9. Will train people, pushing them to exercise the gift more accurately (effectively) 
10. They sense the flow of Jesus moving among the people and how He wants to 

minister that day and encourages people to be opened to receive 
11. They sense the spiritual atmosphere  
12. Gift of Discernment of spirits (where the spiritual revelation is coming from) 
13. They expose the works of darkness 
14. They give anointed revelation and power 
15. They desire to bring the body to maturity and unity. 
16. They also like the old covenant prophet see and hear is various supernatural ways, 

i.e. visions, dreams, spoken word, prophetic actions 
17. This ministry is of servanthood, a function to serve with a purpose to build the 

Kingdom of God. Their goal is not to build up their own ministries but they build to 
see others become successful. 
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THIS FIVEFOLD GIFT, AS THE REST, ARE FROM JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF. 
 

 Jesus initiates – calls, commissions to person to work within and alongside a 
local church 

 Jesus gives the burning desire, a passion within to lead others into their 
inheritance in Christ 
-the prophet helps to identify, teach, and stir up the prophet gifts within the 
church 

 Jesus’ reasons are so that we the church might be complete, lacking nothing 

 Jesus’ Kingdom advances 
The prophet does carry a spiritual authority because of the anointing, but not 
always a governmental authority to lead a church. 

 Jesus’ own desire is to equip His people to minister to the hurting world 
The Prophet helps to bring the body of Christ to function in everyday life as 
spiritually mature Christians.  
 

 So that lives, homes, ministries, workplaces are opportunities for relationships to 
expand His Kingdom. Everywhere we go, we bring the Kingdom of God with us! 

 
IN COMPARING THE OLD & THE NEW COVENANT PROPHETS: 
 

 The Old Covenant Prophets prophesied OF Jesus to come 

 The New Covenant Prophets are prophesying IN Jesus 
 
Hebrews 1:1-2 - “God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through 
the prophets. And now in these final days, he has spoken to us in His Son.” 
 


