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I CAN!  WE CAN!
WHY?
If we hold hands then WE CAN figure this out together! 
That’s why we have created these “I CAN” Center Cards for Common Core State 
Standards.  Many districts now require teachers to display focus goals at centers, 
so we have translated the standards into “child friendly” language for your 
students.  We hope this free download will save you time and help children focus 
on tasks. 

WHAT?
The “I CAN” statements for the ELA Standards are color coded accordingly:

Reading Literature - Green

Reading Information Text - Yellow
Reading Foundational Skills - Red
Writing - Orange
Speaking and Listening - Blue
Language - Purple

Color codes for “I CAN” Mathematic Standards are:

Counting and Cardinality - Green
Operations and Algebraic Thinking - Blue
Number Operations in Base 10 - Red
Measurement and Data - Orange
Geometry- Yellow

HOW?
Run the center cards off (2 per page) on card stock and cut them in half.
Hole punch the top, and secure the packets with a book ring.  Flip through the 
book to display focus goals at learning centers.
Feel free to adapt these for your students, grade level, curriculum, and district’s 
expectations.

WHO?
This was created for YOU and with YOU in mind.  We know your load is heavy, and 
we wanted to do something meaningful and simple that would lighten your load.

Carolyn Kisloski is a kindergarten teacher in New York with a passion for sharing 
with other teachers.  Her blog is Kindergarten:  Holding Hands and Sticking 
Together (http://ckisloski.blogspot.com/).  
Dr. Jean has been involved in education over four decades and is committed to 
making teaching and learning more FUN.  Her website is drjean.org and her blog is 
http://drjeanandfriends.blogspot.com/.
We can’t wait to hear your comments about our “I CAN” center cards!
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Kindergarten

Reading Literature

I can…

Kindergarten Reading Literature

I can

read fiction.



RL.K.1

I can ask questions    

about text. I can answer 
questions about text.

RL.K.2  

I can retell a story.



RL.K.3

I can talk about the 

characters, setting, and 

what happened in a 

story.

RL.K.4

I can ask and answer 

questions about words I 

do not know when I read.



RL.K.5

I can recognize different 

types of texts (stories, 

poems, fantasy, real).

RL.K.6

I can name the author 

and illustrator and tell 
what their jobs are.



RL.K.7

I can match the 

illustration with the 
story. 

RL.K.9

I can compare and 

contrast what happens to 
the characters in a story.



RL.K.10

I can participate in 

reading activities and 
understand the lesson.

Kindergarten
Reading Informational Text

I can…



Kindergarten 

Reading Informational Text

I can read nonfiction.

RI.K.1

I can ask and answer 

questions about details 
in a text.



RI.K.2

I can name the main 
idea and retell the story.

RI.K.3

I can make connections 

with characters and 
ideas in a story.



RI.K.5

I can find the front 

cover, back cover, and 
title page of a book.

RI.K.4

I can ask and answer 

questions about words I 
do not know in the story.



RI.K.7

I can talk about how the 

pictures and story are 
connected.

RI.K.6

I can tell who wrote the 

story, who drew the pictures, 

and how they worked 

together to make the story.



RI.K.9

I can talk about what is 

different and what is the 
same in two stories.

RI.K.8

I can name reasons 

why the writer wrote a 
certain thing in a story.



RI.K.10

I can participate in group 

reading activities, make 

connections to the text, and 

make predictions about the 

story. 

Kindergarten
Reading Foundational Skills

I can…



Kindergarten Reading

Foundation Skills

I can read.

RF.K.1

I can understand how 

books are meant to 
be read.



RF.K.1b

I can write letters in 

correct order to match 

the words that I say.

RF.K.1a

I can follow words from 

left to right, top to 

bottom, and page to 

page.



RF.K.1d

I can recognize and 

name all upper and 

lowercase letters.

RF.K.1c

I can use spaces to 

separate words in 

print.



RF.K.2A

I can tell you what 

words rhyme.  I can 

make new rhymes.

RF.K.2 

I can understand the 

sounds that letters and 
words make.



RF.K.2c

I can blend and 

separate onsets and 

rimes.

RF.K.2b

I can count and divide 

words into syllables. 



RF.K.2e

I can change sounds to 

make new words.

RF.K.2d

I can say the 

beginning, middle, and 

ending sounds in words.



RF.K.3A

I can make the sound 

of each letter. 

RF.K.3 

I can use letters and 

sounds to figure out 
words. 



RF.K.3c

I can read my sight 

words. 

RF.K.3b

I can match long and 

short vowel sounds with 

common spellings.



RF.K.4

I can read books on my 

own.  

RF.K.3d

I can tell similar words 

apart by the sounds.



Kindergarten

Writing

I can…

Kindergarten Writing

I can write.



W.K.2

I can write, draw, and

tell to teach.

W.K.1

I can write, draw, and 
tell my opinion.



W.K.5

I can edit my work to

make it better.

W.K.3

I can write, draw, and 

say what happened to 

tell a story. 



W.K.7

I can work with my 

friends to write or do 
research. 

W.K.6

I can use technology 
to publish my work.  



W.K.8

I can write to answer a 
question.   

Kindergarten

Speaking and Listening

I can…



Kindergarten 

Speaking and Listening

I can speak 
and listen.

SL.K.1

I can have good 

conversations with 
others.



SL.K.1a

I can follow class 

rules for discussions.

SL.K.1b

I can take turns 

speaking and listening.



SL.K.2

I can ask and answer 

questions about what 

I have heard. 

SL.K.3

I can ask and answer 

questions about something

I do not understand. 



SL.K.4

I can tell about 

people, places, 
things, and events.

SL.K.5

I can use drawings to 

add details. 



SL.K.6

I can speak loudly and 

express my thoughts 

clearly.

Kindergarten

Language

I can…



Kindergarten Language

I can

use proper English.

L.K.1

I can use words 

correctly when I write 
and speak.



L.K.1a

I can print uppercase 
and lowercase letters. 

L.K.1b

I can use nouns and 

verbs in my sentences.



L.K.1c

I can make a noun 

plural by adding “s” 

when I say it.

L.K.1d

I can use question 

words.



L.K.1e

I can use prepositions 

to tell where. 

L.K.1f

I can speak and write 

in complete sentences. 



L.K.2

I can write sentences 

correctly.  

L.K.2a

I can capitalize the 

word “I” and start a 

sentence with a capital 

letter.



L.K.2b

I can recognize and 

name end 

punctuation. 

L.K.2c

I can write a letter for 

each sound.



L.K.2d

I can spell simple words 

by sounding them out. 

L.K.4

I can figure out what 

words mean by thinking 

about what I have read.



L.K.4a

I can explain that some 

words have more than 

one meaning.
(duck-noun, duck-verb)

L.K.4b

I can use the ending of 

a word to figure out a 

word’s meaning.



L.K.5

I can figure out how 

words are related and 

how their meanings 

might be alike.

L.K.5a

I can sort objects into 

categories. 



L.K.5b

I can give the opposite 

word. 

L.K.5c

I can make real-life 

connections between 

words and their use.



L.K.5d

I can act out the 

meaning of similar 

words.

L.K.6

I can use new words 

and phrases I have 
learned from text.



Kindergarten

Counting and Cardinality

I can…

K.CC.A.1

I can count to 100 by 
ones and tens.



K.CC.A.2

I can count starting at 

any number. 

K.CC.A.3

I can write numbers from 

0 to 20, and match 

numbers to the amount of 

things I count.



K.CC.B.4

I can understand that a 

number represents an 
amount of objects.

K.CC.B.4.A

I can count objects 

one by one and tell 

how many.



K.CC.B.4.B

I can understand that the last 

number I say is how many objects 

there are.  I know that the number 

does not change even if I count 

objects in a different way.

K.CC.B.4.C

I can understand that 

when I count, the 

number gets bigger.



K.CC.B.5

I can count 20 things.  

K.CC.C.6

I can tell if a group has 

greater than, less than, 

or the same as another 
group.



K.CC.C.7

I can compare two 
written numbers.

Kindergarten
Operations and Algebraic 

Equations

I can…



K.OA.A.1

I can add and subtract 
with my fingers.

K.OA.A.2

I can add and subtract 

within ten by drawing 

or using objects to 
solve problems.



K.OA.A.3

I can decompose 

numbers less than or 

equal to ten in different 

ways.

K.OA.A.4

I can add to any 

number from one to 
nine to make ten.



Kindergarten
Numbers and Operations in 

Base Ten

I can…

K.OA.A.5

I can add and subtract 
within five.



Kindergarten

Measurement and Data

I can…

K.NBT.A.1

I can show how many 

tens and how many 

ones a number 

between 11 and 19 has.



K.MD.A.1

I can describe 

attributes of an object, 

such as length or 
weight.

K.MD.A.2

I can tell which is more.

I can tell which is less.



K.MD.B.3

I can sort objects into 
categories.

Kindergarten

Geometry

I can…



K.G.A.1

I can tell the position of an 

object using words like 

above, below, in front of, 

behind, and next to.

K.G.A.2

I can name shapes no 

matter what way they 
are turned.



K.G.A.3

I can tell which shapes 

are 2-D and flat, or 3-D 
and solid.

K.G.B.4

I can compare the 
attributes of shapes.



K.G.B.5

I can make 3-D shapes 
out of other shapes.

K.G.B.6

I can put two shapes

together to make a 
new shape.  


