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Colossians 1:1-7 (Part 1 of 12)         
 

Who’s at the center? 
My life is defined by the answer to this question.  Who is front & center in 
my life?  The answer shapes my life.  Even for a Christian, the routine and 
rush of everyday living can cause us to miss out on the adventure of  
experiencing Jesus. The book of Colossians points us back to the secret 
of authentic spirituality -- that Jesus lives in me...all the time!  Change 
begins when I come to grips with the power of Jesus’ gospel. 
 

Gospel = the good news of Jesus’ victory over Satan, sin, and death… 
    a victory that can transform us when we place our faith in Christ.   
 

…for our past:  Complete Forgiveness 
“We have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus…” Colossians 1:4 
“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.”  Colossians 1:13-14; 2:13—“all our sins.” 
 

 There’s this massive shift in identity…what defines me. 
“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you 
by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his 
sight, without blemish and free from accusation…”  Colossians 1:21-22 
 

"We are not merely imperfect creatures who must be improved; we 
are…rebels who must lay down our arms."  —C.S. Lewis 
 

 I have been “redeemed”—my freedom has been purchased. 
“When you were dead in your sins…God made you alive with Christ. 
He forgave us all our sins…”  Colossians 2:13 

 

 This is why we—faulty individuals—can be known as “God’s holy 
people.” We are “in Christ,” forgiven and transformed by him. 
Colossians 1:2 

…for our present:  Treasure inside  
“The word of God in its fullness—the mystery that has been kept hidden 
for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people…the 
glorious riches of this mystery:  Christ in you, the hope of glory.”   

Colossians 1:25-27 
 

 I can live every day—face every situation—with Jesus.  This was 
Paul’s secret, who said:  “Christ so powerfully works in me.” 
Colossians. 1:29 

 

 Christ can be so front and center in my life that it’s possible for 
someone to say, “Christ, who is your life…” Colossians 3:4; 2:6-7 

 

 While we will not be perfect this side of heaven, the gospel has 
power to change my life…and to bring change to a broken world. 
“It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed 
your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth 
about God’s wonderful grace.”  Colossians 1:6; 3:17,23 

 

…for our future:  Home in Heaven 
“The faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in 
heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of 
the gospel…” Colossians 1:5 
 

 My confidence in a forever-after home with Christ is the secret to 
strong faith in him now…and a genuine love for others. 

 

 Followers of Christ know that life in this world is very temporary, just 
a preamble to the incredible home we’ll share together someday. 
“Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights 
on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at 
God’s right hand.  Think about the things of heaven, not the things 
of earth.”  Colossians 3:1-2, NLT 

 

Where in the world is Colossae? 
Part of modern-day Turkey, about 100 miles east of Ephesus.  The church 
was started by Epaphras, who probably came to know Christ during Paul’s 
ministry in Ephesus.  Paul writes this letter from prison in Rome between 
AD 60-62…thus becoming known as one of the “Prison Epistles.” 

 

Bibles are available near the Worship Center doors, or may be purchased at the Welcome Center. 
Completed notes are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org.  

You can purchase a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 


