
 
THINKING ABOUT HEAVEN 

Jonathan Schaeffer June 9, 2013 
Colossians 3:1-4 (Part 7)         

 
 “Criticizing God for not fixing things right now is like reading half a 
novel and criticizing the author for not resolving the plot.”  - Peter Kreeft 

 

The Big Picture for a Christian 
What’s the over-arching plot of history?  The Bible explains that to us, and 
life makes the most sense when we live with that in view.  In Colossians 3, 
Paul lets us know how the truth about Christ—and a relationship with him— 
shapes the way we live.  This is the pattern in his letters:  having built a 
theological foundation, he now gives a blueprint for living as a Christian. 
  

 A Christ-follower’s life focus (3:1-4) 
 A Christ-follower’s daily behavior (3:5-11) 

A Christ-follower’s local church (3:12-17) 
A Christ-follower’s family relationships (3:18-21) 
A Christ-follower’s vocation (3:22-4:1) 
A Christ-follower’s community (4:2-6) 

 

Our aim: The proper focus of our minds & hearts is heaven 
As followers of Jesus, we are urged to live for more than what this world 
offers.  We have a new life focus, according to Colossians 3:1-2.   
 “Set your hearts on things above…” 
 “Set your minds on things above…” 
 

 “Set” is a command.  It’s a decision each of us can make.   

 “Hearts” and “minds” refers to our affections and our commitments. 

 “Things above” point to the realities of heaven.  There’s more than 
what this world offers, what our human eyes can see. Some pop-
psychologists today tell you to look inward…to discover the power 
within.  The Bible says, “Look upward…discover what matters most.” 

 “Where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.”  Col. 3:1; Psalm 110:1  
If Christ is the focus of my life, it means I value what he values.  

Clarification:   
Does this mean we become super-spiritual believers who care nothing for 
this life or our jobs or our communities?  Not at all!  But, we know that this 
life on earth is not all that matters.  We always live with heaven in view. 
 

“For I have told you often before, and I say it again with tears in my 
eyes, that there are many whose conduct shows they are really 
enemies of the cross of Christ…they think only about this life here on 
earth.  But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ 
lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior.”  
Philippians 3:18-20; Matthew 6:19-21 

 

Our rationale:  We are closely connected to Christ  
When we put our trust in Christ, he transforms everything about us… 
 

Christ reigns over my… 

 Past:  My sin is buried with Christ’s death, and my old way of living is 
gone!  “For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” 

 

At the moment that we receive Christ and place our trust in him, we 
go through the same death and resurrection that Jesus experienced.  
What he did counts for us.  The penalty for sin has been paid. 
“He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no 
longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died 
and was raised for them.”  2 Cor. 5:15; Gal. 2:20; 1 Cor. 12:13; Romans 6:1-5 

 

 Present:  My brokenness is replaced with new life in Christ.  He lives 
in me!  “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ…” 

 

 Future:  My guarantee is secure…life in heaven with Christ!  “When 
Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory.”  When Jesus comes, “Every eye will see him.”  Revelation 1:7 
When you are a Christian, Christ is your life, your focus   He’s not a 
nice add-on, not a sliver of my life.  Instead, he is my life.      

 

Thought experiment:  Seek to view everything thru the lens of heaven. 
  

Lifestyle changes: Let these truths make you more like Jesus. 1 John 3:2-3   
  
Bibles are available near the Worship Center doors, or may be purchased at the Welcome Center. 
Completed notes are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org.  

You can purchase a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 


