
 

The Denver Art Museum’s Frederic C. Hamilton Building 
Writing Activity 

 
Please answer at least four of the 
following questions on a separate sheet of 
paper. You may write in any form you 
choose, including poetry.  

1. If you could hear the building, what 
would it sound like? 

2. If you could give the building a 
smell, how would you describe it? 
Compare the smell of the orange to 
the smell of the building. How are 
they the same? How are they 
different? 

3. What do you see? What in nature compares to what you see in the building? 
How? 

4. Compare the texture of the orange to the texture of the building. How could the 
words you use tell the reader what each object is without directly stating it? 

5. If the orange had the power to defy gravity and could roll all over the building, 
what might it feel on its journey? 

6. If you could take a bite out of the building, how would it taste? If you imagined it 
wasn’t metal but really a type of food, what would it taste like now, and what 
would it feel like in your mouth? 

 
 

Group Critique 
 
Critique the writing of each group member using the following questions.  

1. Could you sense what the person writing was trying to help you sense? (Whether 
hearing, smelling, touching, etc.) 

2. Did the writing move you? Did it evoke an emotional reaction within you? 
3. Were the words and overall presentation of the answer pleasing to you? 

 
 

WIBYT  
(Write It Before You Talk) 

 
Please write your answers to the following questions on the back of this paper. 

1. If you had written about the building without doing any of the creativity exercises, 
how would the activity have been different? 

2. How did having to use your senses challenge you and your writing? 
3. What next? How can you use these skills to help you think more creatively in 

writing, history, science, or even in relationships with your friends and family? 
 


