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Winds of Hope Ministries

Kahnawake Pentecostal Church

Major David McCann

Living as Children of Light (5)
Ephesians 4:17-32

The New Life Exchange Program (3)

Ephesians 4:25-32

Warning: Danger Ahead

• “Pastor Dave, we love you!”

• Average stay….

• “I know who this is for!

• So do I…. (the speck and the log)

• “It’s for me, because I’m the only one
who can apply it.”

• Hearing without applying leads
to “spiritual callouses, and
deafness.”

Introduction

Having laid the foundation with a
few examples, Paul lets loose the
full load.

• Holy Spirit, open my eyes, my
ears, my mind and my heart. I
want to see…

Ephesians 4:29-32

Do not let any unwholesome talk
come out of your mouths, but only
what is helpful for building others
up according to their needs, that it
may benefit those who listen.

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, with whom you were sealed
for the day of redemption. (Eph
4:29-30 NIV)

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and
anger, brawling and slander, along
with every form of malice.

Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just
as in Christ God forgave you. (Eph
4:31-32 NIV)

Unwholesome for Beneficial Words

Do you remember “Thumper’s
words of wisdom”? (Bambi)

Good advice…?

YES but not Christian, because
they do not go far enough.

Scripture says: go further to using
your words to bless and benefit.

We want to be governed by
principles not by rules….
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Unwholesome for Beneficial Words

Kind words heal and help; cutting
words wound and maim. (Pr 15:4
Message)

Congenial conversation—what a
pleasure! The right word at the
right time—beautiful! (Pr 15:23
Message)

Unwholesome for Beneficial Words

Does God really expect that of me
with __________?

YES, He does.

How can I do that?

HINT: Next verse speaks about the
Holy Spirit.

Unwholesome for Beneficial Words

Pray Isaiah 50:4

The Sovereign LORD has given me a
well-instructed tongue, to know the
word that sustains the weary. He
wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one
being instructed. (Isa 50:4 NIV)

Practice Exercice

Write a blessing for someone and
read it to them (or give it to
them).

You can model your blessing on a
Benediction from the Bible.

You can use the library or internet
to find some IRISH blessings, and
adapt them.

Do Not Grieve the Holy Spirit

Kids and Grief

When we use our tongue to injure –
when we refuse to surrender our
tongues to the Holy Spirit to be a
source of blessing,the Holy Spirit
is grieved.

Other believers are the temple of
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16-17)

Speaking bad words, not speaking
good there grieves Holy Spirit.

EXCHANGE ALL FORMS OF MALICE FOR
FORGIVENESS.
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Exchange Malice for Forgiveness

Get rid of all

Bitterness – spirit that refuses
reconciliation

Rage – uncontrolled outbursts of anger or
temper

Anger – Continuous attitude of bottled-up
hatred

Brawling – loud assertions

Slander – destroying another person’s good
reputation

Malice – doing evil despite good received.

Exchange Malice for Forgiveness

Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just
as in Christ God forgave you. (Eph
4:32 NIV)

Be kind to one another

Be compassionate

Be forgiving

Chapter 5: Walking in Love

Natural continuation.

Chapter and verse indicators are
artificial…

Describing actions unsuitable to the
Christian Community,

And qualities or actions to be
adopted.

Look for principles YOU need to
work on adopting, NOT RULES…

Walking in the Light: The Pattern of Love

Follow God’s example, therefore, as
dearly loved children and walk in
the way of love, just as Christ loved
us and gave himself up for us as a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God. (Eph 5:1-2 NIV)

• Rules – do up to this standard
and you’re OK.

• But Christians are called to the
highest standard – the imitation
of God.

Walking in the Light: The Pattern of Love

We learn language, communication
and social convention by
imitation.

Training of classic Greek orators

Clement of Alexandria – “the truly
wise Christian practices being
God.”

Walking in the Light: The Pattern of Love

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote:

“No one know what love is except in
the self-revelation of God…. It is
only the concrete action and
suffering of … Jesus Christ which
will make it possible to understand
what love is.”

“Watch what God does, and then
you do it, like children who learn
proper behavior from their
parents.” (Eph 5:1 Message)
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Walking in the Light: The Pattern of Love

and walk in the way of love, just as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice
to God. (Eph 5:2 NIV)

Mostly what God does is love you.
Keep company with him and learn a
life of love. Observe how Christ loved
us. His love was not cautious but
extravagant. He didn’t love in order to
get something from us but to give
everything of himself to us. Love like
that. (Eph 5:2 Message)

Walking in the Light: The Pattern of Love

We are to imitate God’s love until
we “get it”.

4 Greek Words for love in NT.

• Eros – sexual and emotional love

• Philios – brotherly love and
affection

• Storge – Parental love,
dependent

• Agape – Godly love, self-giving

Walking in the Light: The Pattern of Love

Imitate “agape” love.

This love is not a feeling, it is the act
of self-giving with not
expectation of return.

“God so loved… that He gave….”

So God expects us to go beyond
mere forgiving… to “agape”
loving.

Impossible, unnatural –

We will need “supernatural” power.

Walking in the Light: The Pattern of Love

Jesus commands:

A new command I give you: Love
one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.
(Joh 13:34-35 NIV)

Walking in the Light: The Pattern of Love

We are without excuse…

Now about your love for one
another we do not need to write to
you, for you yourselves have been
taught by God to love each other.
(1Th 4:9 NIV)

And hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured
out into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, who has been given to us. (Ro
5:5 NIV)

Walking in the Light: The Pattern of Love

We need our hearts restored,
healed, made completely new…

Love answering love

Love motivated by love

Love made possible by the initial

love of Christ
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Walking in the Light: The Perversion of Love

Paul now thinks of love’s opposite.

But among you there must not be
even a hint of sexual immorality, or
of any kind of impurity, or of greed,
because these are improper for
God’s holy people. Nor should there
be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse
joking, which are out of place, but
rather thanksgiving. (Eph 5:3-4 NIV)

Old and New Covenant Approaches

Bible as Rules

• Old Covenant

• Rules

• Lawyers

• The narrowest definition

• Loop holes

• Self-justification

Bible as Principles

• New Covenant

• Principles

• Life application

• The broadest application

• Reaching every area of life

• Freedom

If you focus on all the positives the Bible requires,
you won’t have time for the negatives.

Walking in the Light: The Perversion of Love

Negatives and Positives

Ten Commandments

Jesus summary:

Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all
your mind’; and, ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself. (Lu 10:26 NIV)

Keep positive, no time for negative.

Walking in the Light: The Perversion of Love

If we love as God loves we will not
see the following perversions in our
life.

• Sexual immorality

• Any kind of impurity

• Greed

• Obscenity

• Foolish talk

• Coarse joking

Fall Clean your mind and heart.

Walking in the Light: The Penalty of Perversion

For of this you can be sure: No
immoral, impure or greedy
person — such a person is an
idolater — has any inheritance in
the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for because of such things
God’s wrath comes on those who
are disobedient. Therefore do not
be partners with them. (Eph 5:5-7
NIV)

Walking in the Light: The Penalty of Perversion

Two warnings:

Let no one deceive you with empty
words.

Do not be partners with them.
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Walking in the Light: The Penalty of Perversion

Two penalties:

No inheritance in the kingdom

Now and

Eternally

God’s wrath.

We need a
baptism of love.


