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Lesson 12 - Ministry of the Teacher – Part 2 
 
MARKS (QUALITIES / CHARACTERISTICS) OF A TEACHER 
 
1. Special Anointing 
 
Any believer can teach what they know about the Bible, but the calling of a teacher is a 
divine gift. The fivefold ministry of the teacher isn't a calling based on natural ability or 
inclination to teach. 
 
The ministry gift of a teacher will not be dry. It will convey rivers of living water, and be 
anointed by the Holy Spirit. 
 
1 John 2:20,27 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 
… But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not 
need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all 
things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. 
 
2. Gentle Spirit 
 
Teachers must be humble and have a teachable spirit. They cannot have an 
argumentative attitude. 
 
2 Timothy 2:24,25 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able 
to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will 
grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth ... 
 
The body of Christ needs the ministry gift of the teacher. 
 
3. Dependent on Holy Spirit 
 
Anointed teachers will depend on the Holy Spirit when they are preparing and teaching. 
They understand that it's the Holy Spirit Who brings illumination and life to God's Word. 
 
John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 
 
Ephesians 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to 
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him ... 
 
1 Corinthians 2:13 These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom 
teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
 
4. Speaks with Authority 
 
Just as our example the Great Teacher taught with authority, the teacher can also teach 
with authority. 
 
Matthew 7:28,29 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people 
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were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. 
 
5. Multiplication 
 
Good, successful teachers will multiply themselves into the lives of those that they 
teach. 
 
2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 
 
They will give themselves to the study of the Word of God. Their teaching will instill in 
God's people a love and respect for the Word, and bring them to a place of maturity in 
the faith. 
 
6. Receptive to Others 
 
Teachers have an openness to be taught. 
 
Romans 2:21a You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? 
 
7. Student of Word 
 
We know that Timothy was an anointed teacher, as well as apostle and yet Paul 
encouraged him to study. 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
 
A teacher must have a full working knowledge of the Word of God. 
 
Students by their very nature will ask difficult questions. 
 
8. Always Teaches Others 
 
Anointed teachers will put all they have into their teaching. They will not hold back any 
truth they know. 
 
Acts 20:20 ... and how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and 
taught you publicly and from house to house ... 
 
Acts 20:27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 
 
9. Is Precise 
 
A teacher will be careful to use the precise words needed for accuracy. 
 
Matthew 22:15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might entangle Him in 
His talk. 
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The teacher must be able to apply the Word to every situation in life. The teacher will 
continually be establishing and grounding believers in the Word. 
 
Hebrews 5:12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need 
milk and not solid food. 
 
10. Exemplary Life 
 
The disciples learned by what Jesus did before they learned by what he taught. 
 
Acts 1:1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do 
and teach. 
 
A teacher must have an exemplary life and practice what he or she teaches. 
 
Matthew 23:1-3 Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying: "The 
scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. Therefore whatever they tell you to 
observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and 
do not do." 
 
11. Teaches to Change Lives 
 
Teachers are fulfilled when they know that they have taught their students the heart and 
mind of God, and then see their students walking in obedience to the things they have 
learned. 
 
Deuteronomy 4:5 Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as the LORD 
my God commanded me, that you should act according to them in the land which you 
go to possess. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:12,13 Gather the people together, men and women and little ones, 
and the stranger who is within your gates, that they may hear and that they may learn to 
fear the LORD your God and carefully observe all the words of this law, and that their 
children, who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God as long 
as you live in the land which you cross the Jordan to possess. 
 
Great results can be expected when a teacher is teaching practical, life-related truths 
from the Word of God. As Paul taught the believers in Ephesus, he multiplied himself 
into the lives of the students. As a result, everyone in Asia Minor heard the gospel. 
 
Acts 19:9b,10 ... he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in 
the school of Tyrannus. And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia 
heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 
 
12. Financial Support 
 
A teacher should be supported financially by those that he is teaching. 
 
Galatians 6:6 Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who 
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teaches. 
 
There should be just as much a pattern for the financial support of the apostle, prophet, 
evangelist and teacher in the church as there is for the pastor. 
 
When a new church is being established, the apostle and prophet are to be supported 
by the sending church. However, as a church begins to grow it should begin to take on 
the support of the evangelists and teachers as well as the pastors. 
 
Once a church has grown to sufficient size, it too, should be expecting to send out 
apostles and prophets with financial support. 
 
METHODS OF TEACHING 
 
1. By Example 
 
A teacher teaches by what he is and does. The life of the teacher should be an open 
book, a good example to others. 
 
2 Timothy 3:10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, 
faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 
 
John 13:12-15 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down 
again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher 
and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, 
that you should do as I have done to you." 
 
2. By Declaration 
 
A teacher not only teaches by example, he teaches by declaring the truths of the Word 
of God. As he teaches, he should strive to keep a good balance in God's Word. It is 
important that his teaching be based on knowledge of the Word, an understanding of 
that truth, and with the wisdom of how that truth is to be applied. 
 
3. By Assignment 
 
Luke 10 - Jesus taught His disciples how to heal and cast out demons, and then sent 
them out to heal and cast out demons. 
 
HOW TO JUDGE THE TEACHERS 
 
James 3:1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall 
receive a stricter judgment. 
 
The ministry of the teacher should not be taken lightly. The teacher has a great 
responsibility and has a very influential ministry in the direction of the church. 
 
We are told that we should know those who labor among us. We should know a 
person's character and ministry before establishing him or her into any ministry of the 
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church. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among 
you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you ... 
 
WHAT TO WATCH FOR IN EVALUATING A TEACHER 
 
Timothy gave us a list of things by which to judge a teacher. 
 
1 Timothy 6:3-5 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome 
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according 
to godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and 
arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, useless 
wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that 
godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself. 
 
1. False Doctrine 
 
2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but 
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for 
themselves teachers ... 
 
If a man teaches anything that is contrary to the written Word of God, it is false doctrine, 
and must be carefully avoided. 
 
2. Destructive Heresies & Traditions of Men 
 
2 Peter 2:1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be 
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying 
the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 
 
If a person is teaching destructive heresies or the traditions of men contrary to the 
revealed Word of God, he needs to be disciplined, corrected or removed. 
 
3. Judge by Word 
 
We should carefully judge truth by the Word of God. 
 
Acts 17:11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out 
whether these things were so. 
 
4. Judge by Motivation 
 

We should carefully judge a leader's motivation, and watch out for those who are 
teaching or ministering for dishonest gain. 
 

Titus 1:10,11 For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, 
especially those of the circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert 
whole households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain. 
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2 Peter 2:3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time 
their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 
 
5. Judge Relationships 
 
Be careful of any ministry that is operating outside the checks and balances of a local 
church. 
 
Romans 13:1,2 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 
Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who 
resist will bring judgment on themselves. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Teachers are a very important ministry in the body of Christ. The ministry of some 
teachers will be limited to a particular local church. Others will be sent out to teach in 
other churches. 
 
Teachers will help us to stay balanced in the Word. They will keep us on the right track 
by keeping us grounded in the Word of God. 
 


