
 

 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 
 
1) Massive power blackout in Puerto Rico: 
 
The blackout snarled road traffic and the government had to cancel train service 
in the capital of San Juan and close a busy traffic tunnel in the south. 
Businesses, universities and government offices shuttered early, creating even 
more chaos on roads. A police officer directing traffic was hit and taken to the 
hospital. 

"I call on people to cooperate and respect drivers and government officials ... to 
avoid any regrettable incidents," Transportation Secretary Miguel Torres said. 

The outage angered many Puerto Ricans who are struggling with power bills that 
are on average twice that of the U.S. mainland. People took to social media to 
demand where exactly their money is going. 

2) Ambassador Hank Cooper September 20, 2016—Whistling Past The 

Graveyard...: 

 

So, North Korea doesn’t need an ICBM to create this existential threat. It could 

use its demonstrated satellite launcher to carry a nuclear weapon over the South 

Polar region and detonate it a few hundred miles over the United States to create 

a high altitude electromagnetic pulse (HEMP).  (It could accomplish this objective 

today, without assuring that its design of a reentry vehicle had been perfected.) 

 

The result could be to shut down the U.S. electric power grid for an indefinite 

period, leading to the death within a year of up to 90-percent of all Americans — 

as the EMP Commissioners testified over eight years ago. Click here for the 

congressional record of this important July 10, 2008 hearing before the House 

Armed Services Committee, with the Chairman of the EMP Commission, Dr. 

William R. Graham, as the primary witness with other Commissioners present. 

 

I urge you to read this congressional record of that 2008 hearing — it is far more 

important than was last week’s House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing, which 

provided no witness that referred to EMP, at least in their prepared testimony for 

the record. 

 

Hopefully, the EMP Commission — reinstated by Congress almost a year ago — 

will soon receive its needed support from the Defense Department authorities so 

that these issues can again be subjected to true expert review. Since they were 

disbanded following their last (2008) report, neither the executive of legislative 
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branches of our government have seriously addressed the recommendations of 

the EMP Commission.  

3) President Obama’s Missile Defense Policy: A Misguided Legacy: 

 

Program cancellations and some of the Obama Administration’s policy decisions 

cost the nation valuable time and capability when it came to building a 

comprehensive, layered ballistic missile defense system. The next President 

must avoid such bad decisions and take the opportunity to pursue a missile 

defense program that Americans deserve. 

The next Administration should: 

 Conduct a ballistic missile defense review based on realistic assumptions 

about international security, particularly with respect to the Russian and the 

Chinese ballistic missile threat. 

 Identify opportunities to advance space-based missile defense programs. 

 Continue the EPAA and include long-range ballistic missile interceptors as 

originally envisioned in 2009. 

 Encourage allies to pursue their own missile defense capabilities. NATO 

allies in Europe can be particularly valuable additions to Alliance and U.S. 

missile defense efforts. 

 Deploy the THAAD missile defense system to South Korea to enhance 

protection against the growing North Korean missile threat. Urge South Korea 

to integrate its independent missile defense system into the more 

comprehensive and effective allied network with the United States and Japan. 

Similarly, urge greater missile defense cooperation among countries in the 

Middle East. Increase investments in future missile defense technologies, 

including directed energy, and tracking and command-and-

control infrastructure in space. 

 

Congress should: 

 Fund missile defense programs that have gone underfunded for years. A 

successful ballistic missile attack on U.S. territory, forward-deployed forces, or 

allies would carry enormous costs in lives and treasure, particularly if the 

incoming missile is fitted with a nuclear or electromagnetic-pulse warhead. 

http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2016/09/president-obamas-missile-defense-policy-a-misguided-legacy


 

 

 Affirm that the United States will protect itself from any ballistic missile 

threat, no matter whether accidental or intentional, and regardless of the 

location of the launch origin. 

 Demand that the next Administration develop and deploy a space-based 

missile defense interceptor layer. This step is the most appropriate for 

addressing the multitude of ballistic missile threats facing the United States. 
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