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1) Ambassador Hank Cooper June 14, 2016—Wake Up America; Stop Political 
Correctness!: 

  

“We face a challenging threat environment here at home as Islamist extremists 
abroad have dug into their core sanctuaries and expanded into new territory. ISIS 
sympathizers and fighters continue to wreak havoc, launching murderous attacks 
from Baghdad to Brussels to San Bernardino. ISIS remains entrenched in its core 
bases in Raqqa and Mosul while it exploits vacuums to expand its networks in 
places like North Africa. Al Qaeda and its affiliates also pose a continuing threat 
as they operate from safe havens, including in Syria and Yemen. Meanwhile, the 
world’s primary state sponsor of terror, Iran, has seized on American retreat to 
enhance its capabilities and advance its nefarious agenda. This moment 
demands true leadership and a vision for a global order that secures us and our 
allies.”  ~ House Homeland Security Committee Chairman Michael McCaul—
June 2, 2016 

  

2) EMPs: A Threat We’re Not Ready For – WSJ June 13, 2016: 

  

An electromagnetic pulse from a nuclear device or solar storm would be 

catastrophic, yet the U.S. remains unprepared. 

  

The federal government has long known that electromagnetic pulses, or EMPs, 

pose a significant threat to America’s infrastructure, particularly the electrical grid. 

Yet federal agencies have done little to defend against this danger, as a 

congressional hearing last month shows. 

EMPs are bursts of energy that can be caused by a nuclear detonation or a 

major solar storm. They induce massive voltage spikes in electronic devices and 

can irreparably damage all sorts of equipment—from large power transformers to 

household electronics. 

http://highfrontier.org/june-14-2016-wake-up-america-stop-political-correctness/
http://highfrontier.org/june-14-2016-wake-up-america-stop-political-correctness/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/emps-a-threat-were-not-ready-for-1465769989


An EMP produced by solar activity could cause extended blackouts for 40 million 

Americans and cost as much as $2.6 trillion, according to a 2013 study by 

Lloyd’s of London. In 2014 the executive director of the Task Force on National 

and Homeland Security told Congress that EMPs pose “existential threats that 

could kill 9 of 10 Americans through starvation, disease, and societal collapse.” 

  

A special EMP commission created by Congress offered a report in 2008 with 

nearly 100 concrete steps to mitigate the risk. For instance, upgrading the 

electric grid to be secure from the EMP threat would cost roughly $2 billion, while 

protecting 5,000 power-generation plants would cost only $250 million. These 

recommendations were meant to initiate direct action from both the departments 

of Homeland Security and Energy. 

  

But in April the Government Accountability Office released an alarming 

account of the bureaucratic dysfunction obstructing EMP mitigation. The GAO 

determined that although divisions within Homeland Security have been assigned 

specific tasks, departmental leaders have failed to ensure that this work is carried 

out. The two departments have not even identified the elements of the electrical 

infrastructure that most need protecting. Nor have the agencies coordinated 

strategies to address risks associated with EMPs, including research and 

development of equipment designed to mitigate damage. 

  

On May 17 at a hearing of the House Committee on Homeland Security, a GAO 

officialexplained that there had not been a “comprehensive, holistic effort to 

address” the EMP commission’s recommendations and “no designated lead for 

coordinating all these efforts.” 

  

Brandon Wales of Homeland Security explained that his agency is working with 

the Energy Department on a study to assess the EMP risk. The study will not be 

https://www.lloyds.com/~/media/lloyds/reports/emerging%20risk%20reports/solar%20storm%20risk%20to%20the%20north%20american%20electric%20grid.pdf
http://www.empcommission.org/docs/A2473-EMP_Commission-7MB.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/676030.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/676030.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-gp3VSlM1E%5d


completed until next summer, nearly a decade after the EMP commission 

published its recommendations. 

My organization, Consumers’ Research, conducted its own study of EMPs out of 

concern for the threat they pose to the nation’s economic well-being. Though 

complexity contributes to the sorry state of preparedness, a major factor is 

bureaucratic ambiguity about who owns the problem. Worse, the 

recommendations of the EMP commission carry no legislative or executive 

mandate. 

The consequences of inaction could be tremendous. In a 2012 article in Space 

Weather,Pete Riley of Predictive Science put the chances of a major solar storm 

in the next 10 years as high as 12%. Disruption of the electrical grid could have, 

as the GAO says, “cascading impacts on fuel distribution, transportation systems, 

food and water supplies, and communications and equipment for emergency 

services.” 

The departments of Homeland Security and Energy are not protecting Americans 

from these threats. They are not doing their jobs. 

Mr. Colangelo, a former U.S. Navy officer, is executive director of Consumers’ 

Research. 

  
3) We will continue to send out EMP Task Force Summaries each week and now 
we have a repository for these summaries along with links to information on 
protecting the electric grid which can be found on the web under the EMP tab: 
  
http://www.inrasuperpac.com/task-force-summaries.html 
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