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Invisible enemies 
 

1.  Jesus showed that Satan and his demonic forces are real enemies. 
“At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the 
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild 
animals, and angels attended him.”  Mark 1:12-13, 27-28, 32-34, 39 
 

  Angels:  created, spiritual beings with moral judgment and high 
    intelligence, but without physical bodies.  Col. 1:16; 2 Pt. 2:4; Mt. 28:5 
  

 Demons: evil angels who sinned against God and who now continually  
   work evil in the world.  Jude 6; Dt. 32:16-17; Mt. 12:28-29; Acts 8:7; 16:18 
 
2.  Satan’s forces are on a mission to wreak havoc in our lives. 

“The impure spirit shook the man violently…” Mark 1:26; John 10:10 

 
Jesus wins!  
 

1. When Jesus came, he demonstrated for the first time that people can 
win decisively over spiritual enemies.  Never before had this happened. 

 “The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, ‘What is 
this?  A new teaching—and with authority!  He even gives orders to evil 
spirits and they obey him.’ News about him spread quickly…” Mark 1:27 

 

2. Jesus won a battle with Satan in the wilderness, but the Bible points to 
the cross as the moment when Satan was decisively defeated. 
“He too shared in [our] humanity so that by his death he might destroy 
him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil.” Heb. 2:14; Rev. 12:11 

 

3. While Satan’s final outcome has already been decided, we are still in 
the middle of a raging spiritual battle today. 
“Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour.”  1 Peter 5:8; Ephesians 6:10-20; 4:27 
 

 Recognize that you’re in a real spiritual battle.  There is an 
invisible enemy who has significant power…and we need 
assistance.  Ephesians 6:12  

 Call on Jesus for his strength and power in your moment of need. 
“Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able 
to help those who are being tempted.”  Hebrews 2:18 

 
 Follow the example of Jesus and use Scripture as your key 

strategy.  “Jesus answered, ‘It is written…’” Matthew 4:4,7,10 
 

Memorize verses that speak directly to the temptation or difficulty, 
or verses that remind us of Jesus’ triumph over Satan.   
Matthews 28:18; Luke 10:17-19; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Corinthians 10:3-4; 
Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-9; 1 John 3:8; 4:4; 5:18 

 
 Gain strength in community with those who follow Jesus. 

 Attend the Grace Spiritual Freedom Seminar:  Sat., April 12.   
 Counseling:  x.202 to set up an appointment.  
 Join a small group or class to build community or to address 

a particular area of growth.  See options at gracecma.org 

 
4. We can approach temptation and fears with total confidence that the 

Enemy is no match for the One who lives in us. 
 

 Whatever we face today, faith in Christ can lead us to victory. 
“You, dear children, are from God and have overcome, because the 
one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”  1 John 4:4 

 

In the future, the devil and his forces will be destroyed once and for all.   
“The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the 
devil, or Satan…”  Revelation 12:7-9; 20:10 
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