
b) Identity Gives Us A Sense Of Belonging

 2 Corinthians 6:18, NIV – “I will be a Father to you, and
you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord
Almighty."

 Ephesians 2:19, NKJV – “Now, therefore, you are no
longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the household of God.”

c) Identity Gives Us A Sense Of Being Pleasing To God

 Ephesians 1:5, NIV — He predestined us to be
adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with his pleasure and will.

d) Identity Gives Us A Sense Of Provision

 Romans 8:17, NIV — Now if we are children, then we
are heirs -- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ …

 Galatians 4:5, NIV — ... that we might receive the full
rights of sons.

 Matthew 7:11, NIV — If you, then, though you are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts
to those who ask him!

e) Identity Gives Us A Sense Of Freedom

 Romans 8:21, NIV - ... brought into the glorious
freedom of the children of God

f) Identity Gives Us A Sense Of Being Unconditionally Loved

 1 John 3:1, NIV — How great is the love the Father
has lavished on us, that we should be called children
of God! And that is what we are!
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DEVELOPING A STRATEGY FOR CHRISTIAN MATURITY

1. Our Problem: Rules Versus Relationship

a) Almost all discipleship material is "knowledge" focused
rather than "relationship" focused.
 It focuses on attaining biblical knowledge rather than

developing biblical relationships.

b) Almost all discipleship material is "product" oriented rather
than "process" oriented.
 It focuses on getting a person to learn a few key skills

to become productive rather than honouring the
natural process of human development

2. Our Solution: Develop An Intentional & Relational
Process

a) Biblical
b) Relational
c) Natural
d) Practical

THE NATURAL / SPIRITUAL PROCESS

 1 Corinthians 15:46, NIV — "The spiritual did not come
first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual."

1a.Natural: Baby – Getting Free

a) Cut Free
b) Internal Hindrances Removed
c) External Offensiveness Cleansed



1b.Spiritual: New Birth – Breaking Off My Past

a) Cut Free

 Psalm 129:4, NIV – (4) But the LORD is righteous; he
has cut me free from the cords of the wicked.

b) Internal Hindrances Removed

 Hebrews 12:1, NIV – (1) … let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and
let us run with perseverance the race marked out for
us.

c) External Offensiveness Cleansed

 Psalm 139:24, NIV – (24) See if there is any offensive
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

2a.Natural: Infant – Maternal Bonding

a) A Mother’s Love
b) A Mother’s Nearness
c) A Mother’s Voice
d) A Mother’s Protection

2b.Spiritual: Intimacy – Embracing My Father’s Love

 John 17:3, NIV — Now this is eternal life: that they
may know you, the only true God and Jesus Christ,
whom you have sent.

 Philippians 3:10, NIV — I want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing
in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death (11)
and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the
dead.

a) The Father’s Love

 Psalm 27:8, NIV — My heart says of you, "Seek his
face!" Your face, LORD, I will seek.

b) The Father’s Nearness

 John 14:17, NIV - … you know him, for he lives with
you and will be in you.

c) The Father’s Voice

 John 10:27, NIV — My sheep listen to my voice; I
know them, and they follow me.

d) The Father’s Protection

 Ephesians 3:20, NIV — "Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us. "

3a.Natural: Child – Self-Awareness

 Although a child’s sense of security and safety and
love is developed through a relationship with their
mother, a child’s identity and purpose and vision and
confidence and courage are developed through a
relationship with their father

3b.Spiritual: Identity – Discovering My New Identity

a) Identity Gives Us A Sense Of Acceptance

 Romans 9:25-26, NIV— (25) As he says in Hosea: "I
will call them my people who are not my people; and I
will call her my loved one who is not my loved one,"
(26) and, "It will happen that in the very place where it
was said to them, 'You are not my people, they will be
called sons of the living God "


