
4. Dedication Of Child 
 

Jearim and Sarah, do you receive this child, Evelyn, with gratitude, as God’s gift 
to you and your family? (We do). 
 

Do you understand that she is created in the image and likeness of God, and as 
such she really already belongs to God, and you are simply called to be stewards 
to disciple her as one of God’s children? (We do). 
 

Do you now desire, to dedicate her back to God, so that you have available to you 
all the resources of heaven, to raise her as the precious and divinely created gift 
that she is? (We do). 
 

Jearim, representing yourself and Sarah, I now invite you to dedicate this little one 
to her heavenly Father. 
 

Father’s Prayer 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
 

Thank you for this treasured child of ours. Although you have entrusted her to 
Sarah and I, we know she really belongs to you. Like Hannah offered Samuel, we 
dedicate Evelyn to you, Lord. 
 

Help us as parents, Lord, in our weaknesses and imperfections. Give us strength 
and godly wisdom to raise Evelyn according to Your Word. Please keep Evelyn 
walking on the path that leads to eternal life. Help her to overcome the temptations 
in this world and every sin that would try to overcome her. 
 

Dear God, send Your Holy Spirit to daily lead and guide her. Every day assist her 
to grow in wisdom and stature, in grace and knowledge, in kindness, compassion 
and love. May she serve You faithfully with her whole heart devoted to you. May 
she discover the joy of Your presence through daily relationship with your Son, 
Jesus. 
 

Help us never to hold on too tightly to Evelyn, nor neglect our responsibilities 
before You as her parents. Please let our commitment to raise Evelyn for Your 
glory, cause her life to forever testify of Your faithfulness. 
 

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 

5. Final Prayer By Elders / Leaders 
 

Child Dedication Ceremony 
 
PART A – TEACHING 
 

Introduction 
 

Although we traditionally call it a “child dedication”, it is really also a parent 
dedication, as today, one of our families will dedicate themselves before God to 
raise their young daughter  in a godly environment, so that at her earliest possible 
opportunity, she will be able to make an informed decision to follow Christ for 
herself as His disciple. And let’s be honest, in the world today in which we live, 
we do need every ounce of wisdom and grace that we can receive from God, in 
order to raise our children in the Christian faith. 
 

Psalm 127:3 says that "Children are a gift from the Lord, they are a reward from 
Him." As believers we are called to recognize that children belong first and 
foremost to God. God in his goodness gives children as gifts to parents. As 
parents we not only have the incredible responsibility of caring for this gift, but 
also the wonderful privilege of enjoying the gift. Because children belong to God 
and are given by grace as gifts to parents, it is only proper and appropriate that 
children be dedicated back to God. 
 

Although the practice of Child Dedication is not a Biblical command, we do look 
to 2 Biblical examples, and 2 Biblical principles that guide us in this practice. 
 

Two Biblical Examples 
 

The first Biblical example is in 1 Samuel 1, where Hannah, who had been barren 
for many years, dedicated her son Samuel to the Lord in gratitude for God 
blessing her with a child. As we know, because of the dedication, Samuel grew 
up with the hand of the Lord upon him, and he became a great prophet for God. 
 

The second Biblical example is in Luke 2, when Joseph and Mary brought the 
baby Jesus to the temple to be presented to the Lord. In response to their 
faithfulness, God moved two people, Simeon and Anna, to prophecy the destiny 
of Jesus to those present. 
 

Two Biblical Principles 
 

We also have two Biblical principles that we look to. The first is in Proverbs 22:6, 
where parents are encouraged to "train up a child in the way it should go and 



when he is old, he will not depart from it." When parents choose to dedicate 
themselves and their child to the Lord, and look to Him for guidance and wisdom, 
that is a great start to obeying that command. 
 

The second Biblical principle comes from Matthew 22, where Jesus was asked if 
it is right to pay taxes to an ungodly government. Jesus showed them a Roman 
coin, and said “who’s image is on it?” They replied, “Caesar’s”. In response, Jesus 
said, “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s”. From the 
Bible, we understand that humankind is created in the image of God, and so since 
every child has God’s image on them, we are encouraged to give them to God. 
 

PART B – CEREMONY 
 

As Hannah presented her son Samuel to the Lord, and Joseph and Mary brought 
their baby Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem in order to present him before the 
Lord, in the same way, Jearim and Sarah Festa today bring their daughter 
Evelyn, presenting first themselves and then their daughter before the Lord our 
God. 
 

Accompanying them in making this commitment are Evelyn’s Grandparents, 
Eliseo and Antonietta Festa, and Steven and Myriam Turner. And witnessing this 
as well are her family members, as well as her church family. 
 

1. Dedication Of The Parents 
 

Jearim and Sarah, I remind you of the command of God recorded in Deuteronomy 
6:4-7. "Hear O Israel: The Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength. These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them 
on their children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 
the road, when you lie down and when you get up." Also, Ephesians 6:4 says, 
“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, 
bring them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.” 
 

Jearim and Sarah, we are commanded to love God with every part of your being, 
and teach Evelyn to do the same. As you love God, love one another, and love 
your other future children, you will model before Evelyn (child) the type of love for 
God that she will want to show herself some day. 
 

Jearim and Sarah, by coming forward before God and this church family, do you 
hereby declare your desire to dedicate yourselves to the Lord as His selected 
parents to raise Evelyn for Him? If so, please respond by saying "we do." 
 

Jearim and Sarah, so that Evelyn may walk in the abundant life that Christ offers, 
do you promise, with God's help and in partnership with the church, to provide 
Evelyn a Christian home of love and peace, to raise her in the truth of the Bible’s 
instruction and discipline, and to encourage her to one day trust Jesus Christ as 
her Savior and Lord? If so, please respond by saying, “we do.” 
 

2. Dedication Of Grandparents 
 

Modeling this kind of love can not be done alone. It requires the help of others. 
For this reason, Jearim and Sarah call upon the help of their parents, Eliseo and 
Antonietta Festa, and Steven and Myriam Turner. By coming forward before God 
and his people, do you hereby declare your desire to help Jearim and Sarah fulfill 
the promises they have just made by praying for them, encouraging them, and 
being available to provide godly counsel and other support when they request it? 
If so, please respond by saying "we do." 
 

Also, so that Evelyn may walk in the abundant life that Christ offers, do you 
promise, with God's help, to encourage, to love, and to pray for Evelyn, and to be 
Christ-like examples in the way you live before her. If so, please respond by 
saying, “we do”. 
 

3. Dedication Of The Church Family 
 

Finally, I ask that this church family make a promise as well. Parents have the first 
responsibility to raise their children. But parents need the help and support of the 
community. So I ask this church family, do you declare yourselves to be children 
of God because you have trusted in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of your 
sins and the gift of eternal life? If this is true, please respond by saying "we do.” 
 

Would you please stand, then? I ask now that you make a commitment to Jearim 
and Sarah, and their family standing before you today. So that Evelyn may walk 
in the abundant life that Christ offers, do you promise, with God's help, to be 
faithful in your calling as members of the body of Christ, to help Jearim and Sarah 
be faithful to God, and to help teach and train Evelyn by your example in the ways 
of the Lord so that she might one day trust Christ as Savior and Lord? If you 
accept this responsibility, please respond by saying "we do." 
 


