
The Cross: What, Who, Why? 
January 6th, 2013      1 Peter 2.24-25       Pastor Austin Shaw 

 

“He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to 
sins and live for righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed”  
 
The Cross is the symbol of the Christian faith.  Far from being an image of 
power and victory, it is ‘the emblem of suffering and shame’.  The Cross 
was an instrument of death used to kill political insurrectionists. 
 
Among the earliest inscriptions of the crucifixion is some graffiti in Rome 
that mocks the concept of the God on the cross. 
 
The question is then, why has this image of the cross endured and given so 
much hope to millions of people? 
 
What is Crucifixion? 

a.) Painful- The word crucifixion is of the same root as the word 
excruciating.   

 
b.) Propaganda- The Romans executed people in this manner to 

establish their power.  A crucifixion was a public display of Rome’s 
authority. 

 
c.) Prolonged- Death on a cross occurred due to suffocation.  The 

Romans built the cross for the specific purpose of drawing-out the 
agony. 

 
The Point: Jesus paid a cost far higher than I can imagine.  The perfect Son 
of God endured the humiliation of the cross voluntarily. 
 
What about my suffering?  Does God understand it? The cross tells me that 
God understands our suffering because He Himself suffered! 
 
Who Crucified Jesus? 

a.) Judas- He betrayed Jesus for a profit  - Luke 22.3-6 
 

b.) The religious leaders of the day (The Pharisees, The Sadducees, 
The Sanhedrin Council) because they were jealous – Luke 22.1-2 

 
c.) Herod because he was concerned with his own pleasure                

– Luke 23.8-12 
 

d.) Pontius Pilate- The indifferent Roman governor who was anxious 
for political advancement - Luke 23.12-16, 20-25 

 
e.) The Roman soldiers who drove the nails and obeyed orders –   

Luke 23.33f. 
 
***The best answer to the question is: I crucified Jesus. 
 
The Point- It is in my nature to shift blame.  My natural reaction after a 
mistake or embarrassment is to point elsewhere for the explanation.  When 
I gaze upon the horror of the cross, I want to believe that I had nothing to do 
with it.  The message of the cross says that my sin kept Jesus there. 
 
Why was He crucified? 
 
Jesus died as my substitution.  “For Christ died for sins, once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God” (1 Peter 3.18) 
He took on “the accumulated sins of all human history” J.R.W. Stott 
 
The Point: Jesus was crucified for The Great Exchange.  He took on my 
sins and gave me His righteousness! 
 
A Challenge: 
Jesus calls me to leave my failures and my fears at the cross! 
 
If I do not trust what He Himself did for me on the cross, I ‘crucify the Son of 
God all over again by subjecting Him to public disgrace’ Hebrews 6.6 
 
“I will cling to the old rugged Cross 
And exchange it one day for a crown” 

 
  You can purchase a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website.       


