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2 Timothy 3:10-17      Know the Bible (Part 18 of 20)         
 

The Bible is from God… 
“All Scripture is inspired by God…You know they are true, for you know 
you can trust those who taught you.”  2 Timothy 3:14,16; 2 Peter 1:20-21 
 

“Inspiration” does not mean that writers of Scripture were mere 
dictation machines, but that God guided their personality and gifts so 
that what they wrote is what He wanted written. 
 

Evidence #1:  The testimony of the Bible 
Ø Jesus believed the Bible was God’s Word:  “It is written: ‘Man 

does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’”  Matthew 4:4,7,10; also 5:17 

Ø There are hundreds of prophecies in the Bible that have been 
fulfilled (e.g. Micah 5:2; Zechariah 11:12-14; Psalm 22:6-18). 

Ø Though written by over 40 authors over 1500 years, there is an 
amazing unity of message from Genesis to Revelation. 

 

Evidence #2:  Eyewitness accounts 
Ø The writers of Scripture were concerned for accuracy:  

“…handed down to us by those who from the first were 
eyewitnesses and servants of the word.  Therefore, since I myself 
have carefully investigated everything…”  Luke 1:2-3; also 2 Peter 
1:16 

Ø Most New Testament books were written by the 80s A.D.  That’s 
within the lifetime of hostile eyewitnesses who would have served 
as a corrective if false teachings about Jesus were going around. 

  

Evidence #3:  Manuscript integrity 
Ø There are more manuscripts than any other ancient book (24,633) 
Ø There are earlier copies than any other ancient work (from AD 125) 
Ø There are fewer distortions due to copying errors (.2%) 

 

Evidence #4:  The test of time 
Ø Countless people and societies have been influenced by the Bible. 

“The Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man. All the good 
from the Savior of the world is communicated to us through this 
book.”      —Abraham Lincoln 

…And is given to us for our good.   
The Bible helps us to get right, and to live right, with God. 
 

Get right = How I can have peace with God through trusting in Christ. 
“The [Scriptures] have given you the wisdom to receive the  
salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus.” 2 Timothy 3:15 
 

Salvation is more than just the forgiveness of my sin.  The Bible tells 
the incredible story of how God is in the process of restoring us—and 
this broken world—to what he always intended. 

 

Live right = The Bible isn’t intended to only inform me, but transform me. 
According to 2 Timothy 3, here are 4 things the Bible teaches me.  
 

1. What’s true 
“All Scripture…is useful to teach us what is true…” 2 Timothy 3:16 
We learn truths that cannot be discovered through the scientific 
method, such as the fact that we are made in God’s image. 

 

2. What’s wrong 
“All Scripture…makes us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects 
us when we are wrong…”  2 Timothy 3:15 
We discover the devastation of sin—doing life our own way. 
 

3. What’s right 
“All Scripture…teaches us to do what is right.”  2 Timothy 3:16 
We’re taught how to live “in Christ”—to reflect his life & character. 

 

4. How to make an impact 
“God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.”  
The Bible trains and inspires me to love and serve others better. 

 

Action Points 
Ø What’s one step I could take to improve my intake of God’s Word? 

 

Ø The Bible says it is like a mirror (James 1:22-25).  When I see in it a 
reflection of who I am and what Christ wants me to be, what change or 
step of growth could I initiate with his strength today? 

 

Ø Of the verses in the notes above, which one stands out to me?  Write it 
out in a place you’ll see it often, or make it your screensaver for a week. 

 

Bibles are available near the Worship Center doors, or may be purchased at the Welcome Center  
Completed notes are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org.  

You can purchase a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 


