
Forgiveness Through the Lens of the Gospel 
Shawn Brennan   September 1, 2013 

Matthew 18:21-25 
 

Experiencing the gospel ought to change how we see everything, 
especially how we respond to those who sin against us. 

 
Matthew 18:21  “Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?’  Jesus 
answered,     “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.” 
 

Ø It is easy to be stingy with forgiveness. 
 

- Peter was trying to measure how much forgiveness he really needed to give. 
 

- God is asking us to forgive through the understanding of how much we have 
been forgiven.  
 
Matthew 18:23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 
settle accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed 
him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, 
the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be 
sold to repay the debt. At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient 
with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’  The servant’s master took 
pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.”  
 

Ø God is lavish with forgiveness. 
 
Psalm 103:8-13  “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger 
forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for 
those who fear him;  as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed 
our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so the 
Lord has compassion on those who fear him;” 
 

- A canceled debt is cause for rejoicing not retribution. 

 
Matthew 18:28  “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to 
choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. His fellow servant fell to 
his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ But he 
refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could 
pay the debt.”  

 

Ø Grace based forgiveness is the only forgiveness. 
 

- Forgiving means granting mercy and moving on. 
 

- Forgiveness is not fair. 
 

- The gospel is founded upon God's grace and not our goodness. 
 
Matthew 18: 31 “When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 
outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.” 
 

Ø Outsiders are auditing our ability to extend grace. 
 
Matthew 18:32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he 
said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his master handed 
him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. “This is how 
my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.” 
 

Ø Making it personal 
 

God did not give our memory a delete button; this makes forgetting when a 
person has sinned against us extremely difficult if not impossible. Forgiveness 
therefore means we keep no record of the wrongs of others (1Corinthians 13:5). 
As Henry Ward Beecher put it,  "Forgiveness ought to be like a cancelled note - 
torn in two, and burned up, so that it never can be shown against one." Consider 
how implementing this in your life would help your: 
 

- Marriage or personal relationships 
- Relationship with your children or your parents: 
- Co-workers or classmates 
 

There is an inherent warning in this teaching of Christ, if we don't give 
forgiveness, we might not truly comprehend God's forgiveness. What does your 
life, especially how you approach forgiving those that have sinned against you 
say about your personal understanding of God's forgiveness. 
 

It has been well said that,  "Holding resentment is like eating poison and waiting 
for the other person to keel over."  Consider what areas of resentment you 
continue to hold on to and what you will do to help release that from your life. 
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