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Musana Camps is a ministry of New Hope Uganda

5 Years!!!
September 9th marked the 5th 
anniversary of the beginning of 
Musana Camps.  The “beginning” 
consisted of a group of 41 people 
camping in pop-up tents on a hilltop 
overlooking the lake, fetching water 
from a stream and cooking on a 
campfire.  It was five months from 
that time that the first building was 
live-able and the first staff family 
moved on site.  Looking back we see 
the Lord’s fingerprints all throughout 
the initial development of this 
ministry —from the staff that He 
brought, to the buildings that have 
been built, to the over 1540 campers 
that have come through our gate thus 
far.

Musana Camps now has 20 staff, we 
have facilities to host groups of up to 
40 (although we frequently exceed 
that!), and we have various enterprises 
to help off-set operational expenses.  
The potential for Musana Camps that 
we saw in the beginning has been 
confirmed in the last 5 years as each 
person who has come to Musana has 
heard about Jesus Christ and has had 
the opportunity to begin or grow in 

their relationship with Him.  We are 
excited to see where the lord leads us 
in the future.

Looking ahead to the final months of 
this year and the beginning of 2014, 
we will be further developing our 
biblical manhood and womanhood 
programs as well as finishing more 
bathroom facilities, finishing our 
clinic, and furthering our enterprise 
endeavors.  We also hope to begin 
building cabins.  

As staff, we are blessed to be part of 
the Lord’s work at Musana Camps and 
are thankful for the part you play as 
well!  We hope that you enjoy hearing 
a bit of what has been going on at 
Musana Camps in 2013 through this 
first issue of the Musana Camps 
Newsletter.
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Campers enjoying our 20 foot waterfall at 
Musana Camps.  
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Since January, we have held ten 
camps and retreats.  1MoreChild (the 
streetkids ministry from Jinja) came 
once in January, twice in May, and 
once in September.  We have the 
exciting opportunity to 
continually bring the Word of 
God to them.  We know that His 
Word will not return void!  
Another week of camp was filled 
by Samuel Family from Kasana 
Children’s Center.  The Samuel 
Family leaders organized the 
teaching for the week and we 
provided the food, lodging, and 
games to facilitate a meaningful 
time.  There were neat stories of 
reconciliation as well as 
dedication of lives to the Lord! 

Just recently we had a first-time 
group of worship leaders from a large 
church (Kampala Baptist Church) 
come for an overnight.  They had a 

fabulous time and were excited to 
come back in the future.  Following 
their retreat, we hosted a group of 
students from Watoto Children’s 
Center for a health retreat just before 

entering university.  In August, IY 
(Investment Year) and EYO 
(Emmanuel Youth Outreach) came 

for outreach/service project camps.  
They blessed the camp and our 
community while also having fun.

Over Easter weekend, we held a 
retreat for influential leaders in 
Kampala.  This was significant 
for Musana as it was the first 
retreat focused on biblical 
manhood and womanhood 
(BMW) targeting non-NHU 
people.  Jay Dangers, Jonnes 
Bakimi, Jennie Dangers, and 
Adhe Serunkuma (all NHU staff) 
did an excellent job teaching on 
these topics to the 20 attendees.  
We had fantastic feedback and 
the attendees were excited to 
further this teaching throughout 
Uganda.  We were excited to 
have such a great response as we 

try to get the men’s and women’s 
training programs going at the camp.

Camps and Retreats

Easter Weekend BMW group gathered in our dining hall 
with newly hung roll down walls.
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Volunteer Teams and Visitors
Thanks to the many who have come to help at Musana Camps!  Your presence and 
service has been a blessing!  If you are interested in coming to Musana Camps, 
please email musanacamps@newhopeuganda.org.

Musana was busy in 
February with the 
Dakota Team 
volunteers, returning 
for the fourth time.  
The group of 9 
worked tirelessly with 
servants’ hearts to 
build and repair roads, 
construct shelving and 
temporary walls, paint 
many buildings, and 
do a medical outreach 
to name just a few of 
the projects finished!  
In May, we welcomed 
a team of 7 “World 
Race” participants 
(World Race is a 11-

month missions 
program through 
Adventures in 
Missions).  They were 
such a blessing, 
helping immensely 
with the 1MoreChild 
camps as well as with 
work projects, 
including planting 
grass.  

Just recently, we 
hosted a team of 13 
from Calvary 
Community Church 
in Williams Bay, WI.  
Staff had a great time 
working alongside the 

team as they planted 
grass and built a small 
home and storage 
building down at the 
beach.  The team even 
had a baptism in Lake 
Victoria with two of 
the girls on the team!  
The team also led 
activities and teaching 
for a youth outreach 
day held at the camp.

Musana Camps has 
been blessed by 
several other groups 
of people who have 
come to help.  
Matthew Gerdes 

volunteered his time 
for 3 months, helping 
with everything and 
anything.  In March, 
the Kessel Family 
arrived for a week of 
constructing cabinets, 
office mailboxes, and 
painting our dining/
meeting hall.  They 
encouraged the staff 
through sharing from 
their experiences of 
serving at Kasana 
Children’s Center in 
the early 1990’s.  The 
Pinkerton Family 
arrived in April to 
help with camps and 

road construction for 
six weeks.  They got a 
lot done despite the 
rains that kept 
delaying work.  Kate 
and Beth Kirchner 
returned for a week 
and a half in June to 
help prepare for 
camps and put 
together several 
program manuals 
from their experience 
working at camps.    

Musana has been 
incredibly blessed by 
all of these people!

mailto:musanacamps@newhopeuganda.org
mailto:musanacamps@newhopeuganda.org
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We continue seeking to be a light to 
our surrounding community.  Over the 
past few months, we have had several 
challenges with some of our 
neighbors.  There are several squatters 
remaining to be compensated.  One of 
them, Nansubuga, had been against 
Musana for quite some time, 
demanding huge amounts of 
money for her small plot of 
land and illegally cutting 
trees.  We saw God’s hand 
working as He responded to 
the prayers of His people and 
softened her heart over the 
course of many weeks and 
many different circumstances.  
She finally accepted our 
compensation and is now a 
“friend” of Musana.
There are a couple more 
situations like hers and it 
seems that just when we think 
we are done, someone else 

rises up, demanding compensation for 
a plot that we knew nothing about.   

We have been grateful for several 
means of community outreach.  We 
held youth outreach days in April 
and in July for children from the 

surrounding area.  We are grateful for 
the opportunity to extend love and 
share the gospel with them.  We began 
listening to the New Testament as 
staff at lunches this year, using 
“Proclaimers”--audio Bibles 
translated into 2 of our local 

languages.  Good 
conversation and questions 
have come out of this.  This 
past year we began a canteen, 
a small shop from which you 
can purchase soap, pens, rice, 
sugar, etc.  It has been a way 
for us to help the community 
and our staff as we are able to 
supply needed items.  We 
praise God for the funds 
pledged to continue work on 
our clinic! This will be a great 
outreach when it is a fully-
functioning, day-to-day clinic!  

Community Happenings

Community children doing what is natural...                          

playing soccer with an american football .
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Musana was blessed this past 
September to have Eva Kanikye join 
our staff when she and Medie got 
married.  They are now expecting 
their first child in December.  Please 
pray for a healthy baby and mom.  
The Jackson family (Nathan, Kendra, 
John-4, Hannah-2, Dan-11m) were on 
home assignment from December 
2012 until August 2013.  Please pray 
as they continue to transition.  
Namukasa Specioza, our accountant, 
left in June to pursue further studies.  
She was just recently replaced by 
Isaac Omanikor.  Other construction 
staff, Mugabe Robert and Sijali left 
in January to find other work when 
their supervisor, Nathan, went on 
home assignment.  Joyce (a former 
IY student) returned to help Musana 
from January to April until her 
catering course started.  Mwanje 

Meshach has changed positions to 
helping keep the grounds of camp 
while Alex Kabagambe has taken 
over many of his responsibilities in 
watching our growing herd of cattle.  
Musana had 2 IY students, Susan and 
Kenneth, helping in various areas 
from May to August.  Our head cook, 
Sarah, continues to bless the camp; 
her son, Emma, turned 1 in June.  The 
Sparks family returned to the states 
from August 20-September 21 in 
order for Syd to have a tumor 
removed from his vocal box.  A new 

staff family, the Rees’ (Kevin, 
Shellie, Seth-16, Emma-14, 
Abigail-12, Nathaniel-10, Jocelyn-7) 
are scheduled to join Musana Camps 
in December, filling a much needed 
pastoral role.  In addition, Shellie will 
be our first trained nurse.  Kevin and 
Angela Blank will also be joining 
Musana staff in September to help 
with construction as they seek the lord 
for future direction.
Please be praying for these different 
staff members as God puts us on your 
heart.  We cannot stand in this 
ministry without the support of our 
prayer partners!  Join us in praying for 
the addition of new Ugandan staff: a 
program assistant and a construction 
assistant with driving skills.

THANK YOU again for your part in 
the ministry of Musana Camps.  

Staff Comings and Goings
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With the Jacksons gone most of 2013, our project list was not as expansive as other years.  However, through the help 
of teams and other volunteers, we were able to develop a fair amount.  We put quarter walls and canvas sides on our 
meeting hall (pictured on pg 2) and then landscaped the area surrounding it.  Several roads and a parking lot were built 
and some roads were repaired as well (below).  In addition, we cleared the bogs from our swimming area (below), 
cleared a new area for our swimming beach (above), and built a house at the beach (below).

Our next projects will include renovating our current latrines and finishing additional bathroom facilities, finishing our 
clinic, continued development on our water infrastructure, and furthering our enterprise endeavors.  We also hope to 
begin building cabins as funding is available.   

Projects

           
L to R: Our beach before the bog, grass, and undergrowth were cleared; freshly cleared beach area and newly built house/storage building; 

road work on new camp parking lot
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Musana Camps Needs  
Listed	  in	  order	  of	  price.	  	  Top	  priori'es	  bolded	  

1. Landing	  strip	  for	  medical	  emergencies	  -‐	  $?
2. Guitar	  -‐	  can	  come	  from	  the	  US	  
3. Picnic	  tables	  -‐	  $175	  x	  10
4. Honda	  Water	  pump	  -‐	  $650	  
5. Canvas	  Dome	  Tents	  -‐	  $700	  x	  5	  
6. 2000	  WaL	  Honda	  generator	  for	  programs	  -‐	  $1,000	  
7. General	  opera'ng	  fund	  -‐	  $1,300	  per	  month
8. Road	  ConstrucPon	  to	  Beach	  -‐	  $5,000

To	  donate	  
Contact	  our	  North	  American	  office	  at	  1-‐800-‐611-‐6486.
or	  go	  online	  -‐	  www.newhopeuganda.org

9. Water	  system	  phase	  1	  -‐	  $6,000	  remaining	  need:	  	  
This	  will	  construct	  a	  UV	  treatment	  and	  filtraPon	  
system	  for	  purifying	  drinking	  water,	  install	  water	  
tank	  on	  hill	  above	  campsite,	  install	  pipes	  from	  tank	  
to	  showers,	  kitchen,	  and	  main	  cistern	  and	  install	  
pump	  in	  cistern	  that	  will	  fill	  the	  water	  tank.	  

10. 4	  Wheel	  ATV	  -‐	  $9,000	  in	  Uganda	  
11. Cabins	  (sleep	  15	  people	  each)	  -‐	  $12,000	  x	  16	  
12. Permanent	  Kitchen	  -‐	  $20,000	  
13. Ugandan	  Staff	  House	  -‐	  $30,000

Musana Friends
1234 First Street
Anytown, State ZIP

New Hope Uganda Ministries (Musana Camps)
PO Box 154
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 


