
III. THE REWARD
II Kings 2: 9-10 AMP - (9) And when they had gone over, Elijah said
to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for you before I am taken from you.
And Elisha said, I pray you, let a double portion of your spirit be
upon me. (10) He said, You have asked a hard thing. However, if
you see me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you –but
if not, it shall not be so.

-The double portion: In ancient Israel a father divided all his
wealth/inheritance into 3 parts.
-The firstborn son, the most mature son received two of the
three parts. All the other sons shared the third part equally
among them.
-Elisha was asking for the double portion of Elijah’s spiritual 
and ministerial inheritance.
-Elijah responds, “You have asked a hard thing.”“Pala” -
means solid, basic, essential or the right thing.

II Kings 2:11-12 AMP - (11) As they still went on and talked,
behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire parted the two of them,
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. (12) And Elisha
saw it and he cried, My father, my father! The chariot of Isarel
and its horsemen! And he saw him no more. And he took hold of
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

-Elisha did see Elijah go and his heart was torn. He declared
his sonship once again, “My father, my father!”  

II Kings 2:13-15 - AMP - (13) He took up also the mantle of Elijah
that fell from him and went back and stood by the bank of the
Jordan. (14) And he took the mantle that fell from Elijah and
struck the waters and said, Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?
And when he had struck the waters, they parted this way and
that, and Elisha went over. (15) When the sons of the prophets
who were watching at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of
Elijah rests on Elisha.

-Elisha had to pick up the mantle and he had to step out in
faith.
-Now Elisha holds the baton/anointing and he runs his race
and fulfills the vision and destiny that God placed within
him.
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ELIJAH & ELISHA: A PATTERN FOR TODAY
I Kings 19:19, 21b AMP –(19) So Elijah left there and found Elisha
son of Shaphat, whose plowing was being done with twelve yoke of
oxen, and he drove the twelfth. Elijah crossed over to him and
cast his mantle upon him. (21b) Then he arose, followed Elijah,
and served him.

-We don’t hear about Elisha again until Elijah is to be taken away.

II Kings 2:1-14 AMP –(1) When the Lord was about to take Elijah
up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were going from
Gilgal. (2) And Elijah said to Elisha, Tarry here, I pray you, for the
Lord has sent me to Bethel. But Elisha replied, As the Lord lives
and as your soul lives, I will not leave you. So they went down to
Bethel.  (3) The prophets’ sons who were at Bethel came to Elisha
and said, Do you know that the Lord will take your master away
from you today? He said, Yes, I know it; hold your peace. (4)
Elijah said to him, Elisha tarry here, I pray you, for the Lord has
sent me to Jericho. But he said, As the Lord lives and as your soul
lives, I will not leave you. So they came to Jericho. (5) The sons of
the prophets who were at Jericho came to Elisha and said, Do you
know that the Lord will take your master away from you today?
And he answered, Yes, I know it; hold your peace. (6) Elijah said
to him, Tarry here, I pray you, for the Lord has sent me to the
Jordan. But he said, As the Lord lives and as your soul lives, I will
not leave you. And the two of them went on. (7) Fifty men of the
sons of the prophets also went and stood to watch afar off; and
the two of them stood by the Jordan. (8) And Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up and struck the waters, and they divided
this way and that, so that the two of them went over on dry
ground. (9) And when they had gone over, Elijah said to Elisha,
Ask what I shall do for you before I am taken from you. And
Elisha said, I pray you, let a double portion of your spirit be upon
me. (10) He said, You have asked a hard thing. However, if you
see me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you –but if
not, it shall not be so. (11) As they still went on and talked,
behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire parted the two of them,
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. (12) And Elisha



saw it and he cried, My father, my father! The chariot of Isarel
and its horsemen! And he saw him no more. And he took hold of
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. (13) He took up also
the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and went back and stood by
the bank of the Jordan. (14) And he took the mantle that fell from
Elijah and struck the waters and said, Where is the Lord, the God
of Elijah? And when he had struck the waters, they parted this
way and that, and Elisha went over.

I. THE INVITATION
I Kings 19:19 AMP –So Elijah left there and found Elisha son
of Shaphat….  Elijah crossed over to him and cast his
mantle upon him.

Malachi 4:6 NIV –He will turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the hearts of the children to the fathers.

-Elijah needed to raise up someone to take his place.
-He threw his mantle on Elisha, inviting him to be his
spiritual son and successor.

II. THE PURSUIT
I Kings 19:21b AMP - Then he (Elisha) arose, followed Elijah,
and served him.

1. Follower (Disciple)
-Elisha responded to the invitation –the heart of the child is
now turned to the father –he becomes a follower/disciple.
-Disciple: a follower who observes and adheres to the
teachings of the mentor/teacher/father. They become
imitators of the one they are following.
-It’s a time to listen, watch, and learn. 
-Following requires effort/work and attention!
-Elisha had to adjust his faster pace to that of Elijah’s slower 
one.
-Elisha watches the power of God moving through the older
prophet – it’s new and exciting.

2. Servant
I Kings 19:21b AMP - Then he (Elisha) arose, followed Elijah,
and served him.

-Elisha became a servant to Elijah, taking care of his natural
needs.
-The follower/disciple sees the anointing and power of God
whereas the servant sees the natural side of the man.
-The focus is not on the son, but the father who has the
anointing for the ministry.
-The character of a servant/son will be tested in this time.
-Many run ahead with their own vision.
-Some try to make their father into their own image, but it is
the son that is made into the image of the father.

3. Pursuer (Sonship)
II Kings 2:1-2,4,6 AMP –(1) Elijah and Elisha were going from
Gilgal. (2) And Elijah said to Elisha, Tarry here, I pray you, for the
Lord has sent me to Bethel. But Elisha replied, As the Lord lives
and as your soul lives, I will not leave you. So they went down to
Bethel. (4) Elijah said to him, Elisha tarry here, I pray you, for the
Lord has sent me to Jericho. But he said, As the Lord lives and as
your soul lives, I will not leave you. So they came to Jericho. (6)
Elijah said to him, Tarry here, I pray you, for the Lord has sent me
to the Jordan. But he said, As the Lord lives and as your soul lives,
I will not leave you. And the two of them went on.

-Journey through Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho and Jordan.
-Elijah tells Elisha to tarry (abide/dwell) at each place -
testing his commitment to pursue the deeper things of God.
-“As the Lord lives and as your soul lives, I will not leave
you” –in the original: “Yahweh is lifeand your soul has
Yahweh’s life, so I will not leave you.”
-Elisha recognized the life of God flowing out of Elijah and
thirsted after that life.

-The pledge “I will not leave you” means:
I will not let you go
I will not let you down
I will not let you off

-In order to receive the anointing and the passing of the
baton Elisha had to stay with Elijah to the very end.
-Leading is the predecessor’s task; following is Elisha’s 
responsibility.


