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Key Point 
 

 James 1:4b - “you will be mature, complete, not lacking anything” 
 
Scripture 
 

 James 1:1-12 – (1) This letter is from James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I am writing to the "twelve tribes" — Jewish believers scattered abroad. 
Greetings! (2) Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider 
it an opportunity for great joy. (3) For you know that when your faith is tested, your 
endurance has a chance to grow. (4) So let it grow, for when your endurance is 
fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. (5) If you need 
wisdom, ask our generous God, and He will give it to you. He will not rebuke you 
for asking. (6) But when you ask Him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do 
not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea 
that is blown and tossed by the wind. (7) Such people should not expect to receive 
anything from the Lord. (8) Their loyalty is divided between God and the world, 
and they are unstable in everything they do. (9) Believers who are poor have 
something to boast about, for God has honored them. (10) And those who are rich 
should boast that God has humbled them. They will fade away like a little flower in 
the field. (11) The hot sun rises and the grass withers; the little flower droops and 
falls, and its beauty fades away. In the same way, the rich will fade away with all of 
their achievements. (12) God blesses those who patiently endure testing and 
temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to 
those who love Him.  

 
Time of testing and trial 
 

 We have been and are in a big season of change. Seasons of change are both 
exciting and perilous. Mary Audrey Raycroft explained this well, when she was 
with us. It’s like bungy jumping, or stepping off cliffs and pressing on, moving off 
the plateau of the familiar and on to new heights. 

 
But how does our faith grow to fit us for such adventure  
 

 How do we get ready, how do we even function in the face of uncertainty? Is it 
worth the bother? There are tools for us, and James gives them! 

 
Our Attitude (vs 2-4) 
 

 Face the challenge, consider this an opportunity for great joy. Do not run or hide, 
ignore, deny. Face it, see it through, persevere. 
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Use Our Resources (vs 5-ff) 
 

 Use the resources that Christ paid his life to purchase. Welcome, receive and tune 
in to the Holy Spirit. Pray ‘in the spirit’ to revive and ‘life’ your spirit. Be open and 
responsive to Holy Spirit and the Word. Respond to the Spirits prompting happily 
and promptly. 

 

 When He shows me MY wayward, sinful, immature, unprofitable, unholy thoughts, 
attitudes, behaviors or actions, or when I finally see where I am trusting in my own 
ability, or the world’s strategy to succeed, I AGREE with Him. It is there, in me, it is 
I who have chosen my own way. 

 

 The song “Be Magnified” is unique and a favorite of mine. It is an excellent 
example of what needs to be faced and confessed. 

 

 When I learn to agree with God, then I have learned the art of Confession. When 
we confess our sins: He is faithful and just to forgive, and cleans us (holiness). 

 

 When challenged to live beyond my comfort zone, I can come in to his throne 
room boldly and cry out, “I believe, help my unbelief’“. I know He will provide 
without any shame. 

  
Keeping Perspective (vs 12) 
 

 James puts an eternal perspective on todays’ trials, whether our trial is poverty, 
prejudice, or worldly wealth. God has set eternity in the hearts of men. 

 

 Ecclesiastes 3:11 – (11) He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also 
set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end. 

 

 We are not made for just the ‘now’ we know, humanity is unique in all of creation. 
We can grasp the concepts of tomorrow of eternity  

 

 Our bodies don’t last much beyond a century, even with the best of care. Our soul 
does and our reborn Spirit does. In the perspective of eternity none of us ever get 
old. We are young and have been invited to come into the Kingdom of God as little 
children! 

 

 If our desire is solely to make it through this ‘life’ happy, fun and pleasantly then 
that may be all we get, and most likely we won’t even get that. This desire makes 
us prone to compare ourselves with others -- what they have that we don’t. Envy 
and jealousy will be our lot. 

 

 But we have opportunity to lay up hidden treasure! In Christ we can have life and 
that life even more abundantly! Now and eternally. 

 

 I have found encouragement and joy in difficult times, by changing my perspective 
and viewing today from eternal tomorrow. It helps me to discern between what is 
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of lasting value, and what is fleeting, even if it is urgent and seems important. 
  

 That I do not become entangled in the distresses of life, is now OK. Those things 
that I must pass through -- loss, sorrow, disappointment -- I can pass through, not 
park in. My comfort is in My God, not in the worlds comforts such as: self pity, 
resentment and blame. 

 

 When we focus on what lasts and is of eternal value, our perspective on today's 
trials changes, because we may see today's trials, in the perspective of judgment 
day. 

 

 1 Corinthians 3:11-17 – (11) For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 
we already have — Jesus Christ. (12) Anyone who builds on that foundation may 
use a variety of materials — gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. (13) But on 
the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire 
will show if a person's work has any value. (14) If the work survives, that builder 
will receive a reward. (15) But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great 
loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of 
flames. (16) Don't you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and 
that the Spirit of God lives in you? (17) God will destroy anyone who destroys this 
temple. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.] 

 

 What lasts and stands the test of time is the gold, silver and jewels. A survey of 
Proverbs and other scriptures I found that -- Knowledge, wisdom and 
understanding -- are compared to being as precious as Gold and silver, and a 
woman of noble Character is more precious than rubies. I want to propose that the 
gold, silver and jewels that we build with are the character, knowledge (intimacy) 
of God, understanding of His ways and Wisdom we develop. It is my character 
that is of value. 

 

 It is not what I achieve that lasts, in 2 generations all will be forgotten. It is Who I 
am -- my character, my Christlikeness, is all that I will take with me that I have 
‘earned’, when this flesh and blood body of mine ‘gives up the ghost’. I can take 
no physical thing with me. All that I will have, to honor and thank my Savior, will be, 
who I have become, and my mind and my personality. 

 

 This is a great equalizer! The ‘poor’ man has as much, or more, opportunity to 
develop as those who are ‘rich’. The rich have no less challenge or aid than the 
poor in achieving this. Those who are “mature, complete, lacking no good thing”, 
have become like the savior in Character, reflecting His Glory into a dark world. 
How I do what I do, and how I go through trials is what lasts. It is not even whether 
I ‘succeed’ or ‘fail’ that matters! What a Relief! What a Joy! 

 
Conclusion/ Challenge 
 

 Times of ‘trouble’, ‘trial’, ‘transition’ don’t change who we are. They may reveal 
where we are ‘imperfect, immature, lacking in knowledge/insight/wisdom, where 
we need ‘development’ is evident. But GOOD NEWS!! We can ask for Gods Help! 
We may (hopefully) look and function differently as a result. 
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 As with a Monarch butterfly, it is always a Monarch, its genetics do not change, 
but its appearance and maturity does. Each change is hard and risky. There is no 
present or future joy if it won’t. 

 
MY Prayer 
 

 That you may be mature, complete, lacking nothing. 

 That Destiny would be mature, complete, lacking nothing. 

 That the body of Christ would be mature, complete, lacking nothing. 
 
A Challenge 
 

 Repeatedly Read James or an epistle of ‘your’ choice this week. 

 And DO what it says. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


