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A Thought from the Executive Director 

Psalm 8:2  “Out of the mouth of babes 

and nursing infants You have ordained 

strength, because of Your enemies, 

that You may silence the enemy and 

the avenger.” (NKJ) 

How many times have you quoted the 

portion of this scripture, “Out of the 

mouth of babes?” I seem to do it a lot. 

However, as I recently read through 

this passage, something new jumped 

out at me. “Out of the mouth of 

babes…You have ordained strength…

that You might silence the enemy.” 

Wow! 

Three things came to mind as I con-

templated this verse. The first was a 

book written by Jean Garton that ex-

plores the true meaning behind the 

rhetoric and slogans that have been 

used to promote legalized abortion. 

While the book does a masterful job 

of probing the true meanings behind 

the smokescreen of words that cloud 

the issue of abortion, what struck me 

most about the book is how it got it’s 

title. 

In the preface, Dr. Garton tells the 

story of how she was sitting in her 

living room late one night reviewing 

slides she planned to use in a presen-

tation, when her youngest son (who 

was three at the time) wandered into 

the room just as a slide of a dismem-

bered aborted baby came up. In a 

sleepy but very sad voice, she heard 

her little guy ask, “Who broke the ba-

by?” He had seen what many adults 

are unable (or unwilling?) to see about 

the humanity of preborn human life.  

His profound question later became 

the title of her book.  

Out of the mouth of babes. 

The second thing that came to mind 

was time spent assisting in a booth 

that Bella recently had at a local 

health fair. One of the things displayed 

in Bella’s booth was a group of fetal 

models, ranging in age from 1 to 6 

months gestation.  The models 

seemed to draw just about every child 

that was in attendance, but not once 

did I hear the words, “fetal matter,” 

“products of conception” or “mass of 

cells.” Rather, every child recognized 

that they were viewing “babies.”  

Out of the mouth of babes.  

The third thing that came to mind is 

the children’s story, “The Emperor’s 

(Continued on page 2) 

“In a sleepy but very 

sad voice, she heard 

her little guy ask, 

‘Who broke the 

baby’?” 

By Roxie Johnson 

Out of the Mouth of Babes 
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For all the latest 

happenings at   

Bella, check out 

our  partner     

website at: 

Bellapartners.org 

A Thought From the Executive 

 ...Continued from page 1 

New Clothes” by Hans Christian Anderson. In the tale, two weavers promise a materialist 

emperor that they can make him the finest set of clothing out of invisible fabric that only 

the most fit and wise in the kingdom will be able to see. Later, as the duped Emperor 

parades through town wearing nothing at all, everyone (including the Emperor) pretends 

to see the clothes, except a young child who cries out, “But the Emperor isn’t wearing 

anything at all!”  

Out of the mouth of babes.  

As adults, sorting through the rhetoric that has been woven into society by those who act 

in opposition to the truth can be daunting. However, children have a tendency to see 

things as they are, rather than erroneously accepting the distorted messages they hear. 

Perhaps this is why Jesus told his disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are con-

verted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heav-

en.” (Matthew 18:2 KJV)  

At our last Gala, the keynote speaker exhorted us to believe that we will see an end to 

abortion in our lifetime, because when we believe this, we will do everything we can to 

be a part of the victory. So, how can we accomplish this goal?  Perhaps the most im-

portant step is to humble ourselves as little children, and then speak the truth – in love. 

By doing this, it is conceivable that strength will be found and the enemy defeated.  

 

New Clients        104 

 Female         99 

 Male           5 

Return Clients (Carry over from 2013)     21 

Pregnancy Test Clients        91 

 Positive Tests                      67 

 Negative Tests                      24 

% of At-risk Pregnant Clients       30%  

Ultrasound Confirmations        58 

Options Counseling        25 

STD info          33 

Clients who chose to carry to term          58 

Clients who chose abortion             1 

Clients who chose adoption             0 

Miscarriages              6 

Clients whose results are unknown            2 

Earn While You Learn clients           23 new 

                     21 return 

Abstinence/Relationship Counsel              21 

Post Abortion /Pregnancy Loss            4 

Spiritual Counsel /Gospel Presentation      18 

Total Client Visits (Jan-Dec 2014)             582 

2014 Statistical Report 



Client Advocacy by Cindy Hansen 
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“They don’t know 

where to turn and 

many of them feel 

society is constantly 

judging them and 

their actions. ” 

I have been away from Bella for a few months helping my daughter and son-in-law 

with their first baby, so when Roxie asked me to write something for the news-

letter I wasn’t sure I would have anything significant to put down on paper for her. 

As I prayed about what to write, I started thinking about our clients. I thought 

about those who, for one reason or another, have a strained relationship with 

their mothers and don’t feel they can confide in them about an unplanned preg-

nancy. Whether it be a high school girl too afraid to tell her parents she may be 

pregnant, a twenty something who has a strained relationship with her parents, or 

possibly simple logistics of distance that keep her from sharing with her family, 

many of our clients feel all alone in a very daunting situation. They don’t know 

where to turn and many of them feel society is constantly judging them and their 

actions. This is where we, as client advocates, are afforded such a unique oppor-

tunity to make a difference in their lives. As we start to counsel with them, letting 

them know we are here for them no matter what and that we truly value them, 

they begin to calm a little. A little of the anxiety of an unplanned pregnancy begins 

to subside. Many of them begin to let go of some of the fear and gain some confi-

dence that, although it won’t be easy, this is something they can do because they 

have Bella on their side. They get excited as they watch the ultrasound of their tiny 

baby and begin to wonder if it’s a boy or a girl. By the time they leave, they have 

some tools to help them deal with their situations. They know they can come back 

to Bella anytime they need if it all gets too overwhelming, and we will be there for 

them. I have been so richly blessed to have the opportunity to watch this miracle 

of life with my own daughter and am excited to get back to the clients that Bella so 

faithfully serves. They each deserve to know that they are valuable and the child 

growing within them is truly the greatest gift. 

Unconditional love. 

Arriving daily. 
 

At the moment a hurting girl opens the door to our 

center, the first thing she needs to see is love; the 

unconditional kind of love that says, “I’m here for 

you.” 

If you want to be a part of that love, it’s not compli-

cated. If you have a heart for Jesus Christ and a de-

sire to reach out, there’s a place for you at Bella.  

Bella will be conducting a Volunteer Training Seminar on Tuesday and Thursday mornings in June.  

We would love to have you join our team of client advocates.  For more information,  see the insert 

in this Newsletter or give us a call at 605-642-4140. 
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Nurse’s Notes by Chelsea Iversen 

“I can honestly say 

that I stand in awe, 

daily, seeing the 

amount of love flow-

ing in and out of 

these doors.”   

The outpouring of blessings from Bella is 

nothing short of amazing!  This ministry 

truly is God’s hands and feet.  I have now 

been working as a nurse at Bella for 

about 9 months.  I can honestly say that I 

stand in awe, daily, seeing the amount of 

love flowing in and out of these doors.  

Love cannot be given without it first be-

ing received.  The many faithful donors 

and volunteers at Bella is where this min-

istry begins.  Without these individuals 

we could not offer our clients the care, 

resources, and love they deserve.  Work-

ing at Bella has opened my eyes to the 

intricacies that make this place a success.   

There are many areas where people vol-

unteer, and each area is just as im-

portant as the other.  The Board of Direc-

tors prayerfully leads this ministry down 

God’s path.  The fundraising committee 

faithfully coordinates our fundraising 

events.  Our Medical Director, Dr. 

Groeger, graciously gives his time to over

-see the medical aspects of Bella’s ser-

vices.  The Boutique Manager, Megan 

Ratzch, lovingly decorates and arranges 

our baby boutique for the Earn While 

You Learn (EWYL) clients.  The Client Ad-

vocates lovingly work directly with cli-

ents, both counseling and teaching EWYL 

lessons.  Dawn Melvie, our volunteer 

nurse, provides both medical and non-

medical support to clients. The Help-line 

workers unfailingly take phone-calls dur-

ing off hours.  This list is not exhaustive, 

there most certainly are others who I 

have left-out.  To those, I apologize and 

thank deeply for the support they have 

given to Bella.   

Volunteers, however, are unable to make 

this organization run without the help of 

our wonderful donors!   Bella has been 

repeatedly blessed by our faithful do-

nors.  God truly does provide for this 

ministry.  Monies, clothing, baby items, 

etc. are all needed to make this organiza-

tion run.  I’m sure I speak on behalf of 

everyone here at Bella, when I say that 

we are forever grateful to all who have 

selflessly given to Bella.  

 The blessings Bella has received by oth-

ers have been numerous.  It is because of 

these blessings that Bella is able to be-

stow blessings upon others!  Working at 

Bella has truly been an awesome experi-

ence! I am so grateful to be a tiny part of 

Bella, and witness the love that flows in 

and out of these doors.  Thank you, to all 

of you who make this ministry possible!    

Bella Blessings 

                                   REGISTERED NURSE NEEDED 

If you are a Registered Nurse interested in working part-time for a 

dynamic Christian ministry, Bella may be the place for you. We are 

currently seeking an additional nurse to train in Limited Obstetrical 

Ultrasound. The position will start in early summer at 10 hours per 

week and then increase to 20 hours per week in late summer after 

sonography training has been completed.  Completion of Bella’s 

Volunteer Training Seminar will be required and sonography train-

ing will be provided.  If you have an interest, please call Roxie or 

Chelsea at 605-642-4140.  
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Bella’s nurse sonographer, Chelsea Iversen, and Executive Director, Roxie Johnson, 

shown with members of the Blacktail Hustlers 4-H Club from Hulett, WY. 

Providing practical assistance is a vital way that Bella acts as the hands and feet of Christ to 

the women and families we serve.  However, this is only made possible by the generous out-

pouring of support from the Northern Hills community.  Thank you to each and every person, 

church, family, business, and organization that has blessed us with practical items for the 

Bella Boutique.  You have kept our shelves full of great maternity and baby items and our 

hearts overflowing with gratitude. 

A number of groups have showered us with gifts over the past few months. Our heartfelt 

thanks to each and every one for choosing Bella as the recipient of their special projects: 

 Two Thrivent for Lutherans Groups, Whitewood 

Friendship Ministries from Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Spearfish 

 Trinity Guild from All Angels Episcopal Church, Spearfish 

 Kindergarten Religious Education Class from St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, 

 Sturgis 

 Blacktail Hustlers 4-H Club, Hulett 

 Crow Peak Valley Rangers 4-H Club, Spearfish 

Youth Groups from St. Joseph’s, St. Paul’s and St. Mary’s Star of the Sea Catholic 

Churches, Spearfish, Belle Fourche and Newell  

 

  

 

 

“Mother’s love is 
the fuel that enables 

a normal human  
being to do the    

impossible.”  

Marion C. Garretty 
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Nurse Sonography 
Last fall, Jodie Baxendale stepped out of the position of Center Director/Nurse at Bella. In Oc-
tober, our new nurse, Chelsea Iversen completed training for Limited Obstetrical Ultrasound 
and has been performing ultrasounds as our Nurse Sonographer since then. However, Chelsea 
is currently working toward her degree in midwifery, so we are looking for a second nurse to 
train in sonography for Bella.  If you are a nurse (or know of a nurse) who might have an inter-
est in working part-time for Bella, please let us know. We would love to talk to you about the 
position.   
 
Gala for Life 
Bella’s Gala for Life was a huge success! Held in October, the 2014 Gala was the best ever, 
grossing over $62,000 for the ongoing needs of the ministry. Keynote speaker, Kristen Haw-
kins, did not disappoint as she encouraged and rallied the troops to believe that abortion will 
end in our lifetimes. Kristen, the national president of Students for Life, shared that her gener-
ation is the pro-life generation, and she invited attendees of every generation to join in the 
fight to eradicate abortion in America.   
 
Bella’s 2015 Gala for Life will be held on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at the Spearfish Holiday 
Inn Convention Center.  This year’s Gala will feature keynote speaker, Jason Jones, producer of 
the pro-life films, Bella and Crescendo.  More information will be available soon, but please 
mark your calendars now and plan to attend what is sure to be an unforgettable event!! 
 
Mortgage Payoff Campaign 
A few years ago, the Lord laid it on the hearts of our Board of Directors to pay-off the mort-
gage so Bella can operate debt-free. In December, Bella introduced a campaign to carry out 
this vision. We asked, and you responded. So far, $23,300 has been raised and applied directly 
to the principle of the mortgage.  Because of your generous response, our outstanding balance 
has dropped from $110,000 to just over $85,000. While donations are most welcome through-
out the year, plans are to wait until December to make another official appeal in this regard.   
  
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday/Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign 
This January marked 42 years of legalized abortion in America. Each year, the Sunday closest 
to the infamous Roe v. Wade decision is set-aside to commemorate the value of all human life. 
In conjunction with this, Bella has hosted its Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign for the past 
few years. This year’s campaign kicked off on January 18th. Twenty-seven local churches par-
ticipated by distributing bottles to individuals and families in their congregations that were 
then taken home and filled with change, cash, or a check for Bella. Bottles were returned 
about a month later to their respective churches and then delivered to Bella where the funds 
have been put to good use helping women and families in unplanned pregnancies. Our 
heartfelt thanks to the participating churches, and the families and individuals that filled 
bottles on our behalf!  Over $15,000 has been raised through the campaign!  
   
Vision Tours 
So far this year, Bella has provided Vision Tours for three local service groups. Tours last ap-
proximately one and a half hours and provide a short history about Bella, followed by a walk-
through explanation of what happens when a client comes in for services. To schedule a tour 
for your church or group, call Roxie at 605-642-4140. 
 
New Ultrasound Machine 
For the past year, the Knight’s of Columbus group from St. Joseph’s Catholic Church has been 
raising funds to replace Bella’s aging ultrasound machine with a new 3-D ultrasound machine. 
(Our current machine is no longer serviceable within the US.) We are happy to announce that 
the group has reached their goal and it looks like this dream will be a reality within the next 
couple of months.  Be sure to watch our website for information on a dedication ceremony 
once the new machine arrives!! (bellapartners.org) 

Center Updates 

“Because of your 

generous response, 

our outstanding 

balance has 

dropped from 

$110,000 to just 

over $85,000..” 

22.5%

Equity 

77.5% 

Outstanding 

Mortgage 

(as of 4-8-15) 



If you would like to 

be an Underwriter 

or Table Sponsor at 

Bella’s 2015 Gala for 

Life, contact us at 

605-642-4140. 
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Cheerful Givers 

While it would be difficult to list every Cheerful Giver at Bella, we would like to acknowledge the fol-

lowing churches for their participation in Bella’s annual Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign, the busi-

nesses and individuals who gave sponsorship gifts for the 2014 Gala for Life banquet, and those who 

are sponsoring the 2015 Walk for Life  T-shirts.  Our thanks to each and everyone!  

Baby Bottle Boomerang          
Campaign 
Advent, 2014 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
St. Ambrose Catholic Church 
 
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, 
2015 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 
Hillsview Church of the Nazarene 
Open Bible Church, Sturgis 
First Baptist Church, BF 
Blessed Emmanuel Lutheran 
Calvary Baptist Church 
Summit Open Bible 
Grace Lutheran Church 
Christian Life Center 
Calvary Temple Assembly of God 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Church 
Believer's Fellowship Church 
St. Paul's Catholic Church, BF 
St. Joseph's Catholic Church 
Grace Lutheran Church, Dwd 
Immanual Lutheran Church 

St. James Lutheran Church 
Life Spring Wesleyan Church 
United Methodist, BF 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church 
North Point Christian Church 
Grace Fellowship Church 
Countryside Community Church 
Slim Buttes Lutheran 
Solid Rock Church 
Connection Church 
 
Gala for Life, 2014 
Underwriters  
Quik Signs 
Hill’s Interiors, Inc. 
Carl’s Trailer Sales 
Prestige Auto Sales 
Lyle’s Home Repair & Lawn Service 
Eaton Construction 
Chris & Belva Anderson 
 
Table Sponsors 
Black Hills Team 

Emmanual Baptist Church 
Hansen Consulting, Inc. 
Myer’s Stables 
Prophet House 
Rangeland Ministries 
Summit Open Bible Church 
Ellen Jenter 
David & Lorie Lauer 
Dean & Julie Brunner 
Thomas & Elizabeth Groeger 
Richard & Linda Horak 
Kelly  & Amelia Moore 
John & Amy Sundberg 
Stan & Eileen Sundberg 
Lewis Media/Lewis Logging 
Landmark Realty 
 
2015 Walk for Life T-shirt      
Sponsors 
Prestige Auto Sales 
Dakota Trailways 
Health Source Chiropractic 
Black Hills Vision Care 
Dakota Equipment Rental 
LR Auto Detailers 

When I contemplate my journey with Bella, I immediately think of it like the journey of life.  When I 

started at Bella, I was a new mom and for years I had held a high standard for the value of human life 

and expressed it openly quite often.  So often, as a matter of fact, that I started to sound like a resound-

ing gong or clanging symbol.  I wanted to make a difference.  And so my journey began, a simple phone 

call to Bella in 1996, home based training, and the opportunity to volunteer as a helpline worker.   

Nineteen years later I am still in training.  I am still an amateur.  I wish I could say that I have it all fig-

ured out but I find myself still wanting to make that difference after all these years.   

The fact that I am still “in training” is exactly where I believe God wants me.   Feeling ill-equipped or 

unprepared is usually the perfect setting for God to minister through me.  The fact that I don’t always 

see the difference that I’m making might not be such a bad thing.  Should I be making a list of accom-

plishments and marking them off with pride every day?  I’d rather think not.    

This is not my home.   I am merely a vessel in this life on earth.  My journey has been filled with oppor-

tunities like Bella’s ministry to women and their families in crisis pregnancies.  As we submit ourselves 

to God’s lead, He is faithful to fill us with just enough of Himself each moment, each day, each oppor-

tunity.  Christ’s Spirit is enough to lead, guide and direct us.  He is the one who has trained and 

equipped me over the years.  This way, His way, I keep myself as humble as possible, so that He is truly 

the One who gets the Glory in all I do for Bella.   

My Bella Journey by Chris Jewett 

“The fact that I don’t 

always see the 

difference that I’m 

making might not be 

such a bad thing.” 
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If you would like your name 

removed from our newsletter 

list, please call  Bella at       

605-642-4140 or email us      

at info@bellapartners.org  

2015 Walk for Life 
May 9, 8:30 AM Registration, 9:00 Walk Starts 

Spearfish City Park Bandshell 

To register or for more information go to: 

bellapartners.org 


