
 

JESUS IS FIRST  
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Colossians 1:15-23 (Part 3 of 12)         
 

It’s all about Jesus 
The Bible is first of all a book about the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 The Old Testament records the preparation & need for Jesus’ coming.   

 The Gospels present Jesus--God in a human body--who came into 
the world to save us.   

 In Acts, the message of Jesus’ forgiveness begins to spread around 
the world.  The Letters tell us how to live as Jesus’ followers.   

 Revelation wraps it all up by telling us how Jesus will lead a new 
community in an amazing new place...heaven. 

 

 Jesus:  First in eternity      
“The Son is the image of the invisible God…”  Colossians 1:15; Heb. 1:3 

 

Jesus is God…WITH SKIN.  Jesus is our picture of God, showing us 
exactly what God is like in his heart, attitudes, thoughts…  John 1:18  
So Jesus isn’t a 2nd-rate reflection of God…he is God himself! 

 

 Jesus:  First in CREATION  
“…the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created by him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together.”  Colossians 1:15b-17    

 

1. Firstborn:  this doesn’t mean he was created, or born like we 
were, but that he is first in rank or honor. Jesus existed before all 
creation and is exalted in rank above it.  

2. Creator:  the whole created order, in time and space, owes its 
existence to Christ.  He is the ORIGIN OF EVERYTHING we see. 

3. Goal:  Everything was made BY HIM and FOR HIM.   
4. Sustainer:  Everything is HELD TOGETHER by him. 

 Jesus:  First in the church  
“And he is the head of the body, the church…” Colossians 1:18  

 

Grace Church, and every other church, is lifeless and directionless if 
we fail to stay closely connected and in touch with Jesus. (See 2:10,19)  

 

 Jesus:  First in RESURRECTION  
“He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy.”  Colossians 1:18 

 

Jesus is not the first to ever come back from death, but the first with  
a glorified body, NEVER TO DIE AGAIN.  As the first one to conquer 
death, his resurrection GUARANTEES the resurrection of all who 
follow him. 

 

 Jesus:  First in reconciling  
“For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth 
or things in heaven, by making peace THROUGH HIS BLOOD, shed on 
the CROSS.” Colossians 1:19-20; 2:9 

 

A GIGANTIC RUPTURE took place in the Garden of Eden, and only 
God could fix it.  Jesus the Creator entered his creation in order to 
save it. 

 

 Jesus:  First in MY LIFE? 
“Once you were ALIENATED from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior.  But now he has 
RECONCILED you by Christ’s physical body through death to present 
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you 
continue in your FAITH, established and firm…” Colossians 1:21-23 
 

This means all of us are in one of just two groups:   
Alienated from God  Reconciled to God 

    Enemies       Friends, part of the family 
           Dishonoring behavior     Forgiven & holy in God’s sight 
    Without hope      Free from all past guilt 
 

Getting from the left column to the right is not based on my personal 
achievement, but my PERSONAL ACCEPTANCE.  John 1:12;  

Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

Bibles are available near the Worship Center doors, or may be purchased at the Welcome Center.  
Completed notes are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org.  

You can purchase a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 


