
ii. Punish It 
 

 Denominationalism requires a separation from all 
error, to prove our devotion to the truth 

 

 Disassociation most often leads to destruction 
 

 2 Samuel 11:14-15, NIV – (14) In the morning David 
wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. (15) In it 
he wrote, "Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting 
is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be 
struck down and die." 

 
f) Overcoming The Religious Spirit 
 
i. Come Into Alignment With An Apostolic Father 
 

 1 Corinthians 4:15, NIV – (15) Even though you have 
ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have 
many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father 
through the gospel. 

 
ii. Be Formed Into A Spiritual Family 
 

 Psalm 68:6, NIV – (6) God sets the lonely in families... 
 

 In a family, when a son sins, you still have a son, and 
the only appropriate response for a son who has 
fallen, is prayer, encouragement, and restoration 

 It’s time for sons and daughters to be empowered, not 
punished 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BATTLE FOR GRACE 
Part 1 - The Religious Spirit 

 
KINGDOM GRACE 
 

 Romans 16:24, NIV – (24) May the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with all of you. Amen. 

 

 Three sides of grace: 
i. Grace is the supernatural power of God working 

on our behalf to make us into completely new 
creations, fully acceptable to God. 

ii. Grace is the supernatural power of God enabling 
us to overcome whatever comes against us 

iii. Grace is the supernatural power of God enabling 
us to always respond in a way consistent with the 
character of God 

 
WHEN SIN COMES TO THE CHURCH 
 

 2 Timothy 3:2-5, NIV – (2) People will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, (3) without love, unforgiving, slanderous, 
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, (4) 
treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God — (5)  having a form of godliness 
but denying its power. 

 
TWO IMPERATIVE RESPONSES WHEN SIN COMES 
 
1. The Wrongdoer Must Take Responsibility For Their 

Choices 
 
2. We Must Respond Rightly To The Wrongdoer 
 

a) We need to pray for the restoration of the wrongdoer 



b) We need to pray for those giving the person counsel, 
that God would give them supernatural wisdom. 

c) We need to respond to the wrongdoer as a brother or 
sister 

 

 Galatians 6:1, NLT – (1) Dear brothers and sisters, if 
another believer is overcome by some sin, you who 
are godly should gently and humbly help that person 
back onto the right path. 

 

 Three insights 
i. God calls us their brothers and sisters, and so we 

need to treat the wrongdoer like a member of our 
own family. 

ii. Only the godly – those who are not carnal in their 
thinking – are called to help them 

iii. Our response must be for restoration, to help them 
gently and humbly get back onto the right path 

 
TWO MINDSETS TO AVOID 
 

 Mark 8:15, NLT – (15) … Jesus warned them, "Watch 
out! Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and of 
Herod." 

 
1. The Religious Spirit 
 

a) Understanding Denominationalism 
 

 When the foundation of our relationship is doctrinal 
agreement, then we are obligated to remove anyone 
that comes out of agreement with us doctrinally 

 

 Unity is to be based on the work of the Spirit, moving 
in us, to form us into families 

 

 Ephesians 4:3, NLT – (3) Make every effort to keep 
yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves 
together with peace. 

 

b) Moving From Denominationalism To Family 
 

 The family is the Biblical pattern for Kingdom order 
and structure 

 

 Ephesians 3:14-15, ISV – (14) … I bow my knees 
before the Father of our Lord Jesus, the Messiah, (15) 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
receives its name. 

 

 “Name” = our identity, our nature, and our purpose 
 

 Abraham’s “name” (Father of many nations) defined 
his course of direction for the rest of his life 

 
c) The Danger Of Denominationalism – Imparting A 

Religious Spirit To The Next Generation 
 

 Matthew 23:13, NIV – (13) Woe to you, teachers of 
the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the 
kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do 
not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying 
to. 

 

 If we are not careful, we could become the very 
Pharisees who shut the kingdom of heaven in our 
children’s faces 

 
d) How A Religious Spirit Operates 
 

 A religious spirit actually allows people to tolerate 
hatred and anger, under the guise of a passion for 
holiness 

 
e) Two Reactions To Sin 
 

i. Sweep It 
 

 Our children learn that performance is more important 
than character 

 


