
Planning for the On-Site Horsemanship 101 & 
Practicum Workshops 

 
 

Workshop Location: 
1055 Ditmas Way  
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 
 
Workshop Information: 
The workshop days will begin at 9:00 am each morning and conclude at around 5:00 pm each 
afternoon. All of the exercises and interactions with the horses will take place on the ground. 
There will not be any horse riding during the workshop.  
 
Meals: 
Breakfast is on your own. 
Lunch, drinks and snacks will be provided. We typically try to find catering that offers healthy 
sandwiches and salads. If you have special dietary needs please let us know. We will try to 
accommodate them.   
Dinner is on your own. 
 
What Do I Need to Bring/ Wear? 
It is best to dress in jeans and comfortable clothing that you don't mind getting a little dirty. You 
may want to check the weather before your trip but it often gets very chilly in the mornings and 
late afternoons, so layers are best. During the summer months, midday can be in the high 90s and 
on rare occasions reach 100 degrees. So check the weather report before your trip out.  A hat, 
sunglasses and sunscreen are a good idea since we will be outdoors for the majority of the day.  
Comfortable closed-toed shoes like tennis shoes or boots is also preferred. No open toed shoes 
are allowed when working with the horses!!! 
 
Travel 
San Luis Obispo (SBP) is the local airport and is roughly a 30 minute drive from the ranch.   
US Airways and United will both fly into this regional airport. 
http://www.sloairport.com 
 
Other options are to fly into a Los Angeles or San Francisco and then drive to San Luis Obispo 
by rental car. It’s about a 3.5 hour drive from LA and roughly a 4 hour drive from San Francisco. 
 
Transportation 
You will need a rental car to get to the ranch and we are asking that you connect with your 
classmates and car pool. Parking space is limited on the ranch and this will also help with your 
travel expenses.  Please feel free to connect with one another using your Facebook group page to 
coordinate on hotels and transportation. 



 
 
Local Hotels: 
*** There are a lot of hotels in many price ranges to choose from in the area. Below are a few. 
Please feel free to put the ranch zip code into your hotel research and choose a location that suits 
you. If you’re looking to save money you may want to share a room with a classmate, look into 
local vacation rentals www.VRBO.com or try www.priceline.com. The hotels listed below are a 
few options to get you started. Anything located in Arroyo Grande, Pismo Beach, Avila Beach, 
and San Luis Obispo are all within 30 to 45 minute driving distance to the ranch. 
 
 
The Dolphin Bay Resort & Spa 
2727 Shell Beach Rd Shell Beach, CA 93449 
(805) 773-4300 
http://www.thedolphinbay.com/ 
Roughly $400 per night range 
 
Avila La Fonda Hotel 
101 San Miguel St Avila Beach, CA 93424 
(805) 595-1700 
http://www.avilalafonda.com 
Roughly $300 per night range 
 
Pismo Lighthouse Suites 
2411 Price St Pismo Beach, CA 93449 
(805) 773-2411 
http://www.pismolighthousesuites.com/ 
Roughly $180 per night 
 
Avila Village Inn 
6655 Bay Laurel Dr.  
Avila Beach, CA 93424  
Phone: (805) 627-1810  
Toll-free: (800) 454-0840 
http://avilavillageinn.com 
Roughly $199 per weekend night 
** This is one of Koelle’s favorites. ** 
 
Apple Farm Inn & Trellis Court 
2015 Monterey Street  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401  
Phone: (805) 544-2040  
Toll-free: (800) 374-3705  
http://www.applefarm.com 
Roughly $99-$269 per weekend night 
 



 
Avila La Fonda Hotel 
101 San Miguel Street 
Avila Beach, CA 93424 
Phone: (805) 595-1700 
Fax: (805) 627-1862 
http://www.avilalafonda.com/ 
Roughly $379 per weekend night 
 
Avila Lighthouse Suites 
550 Front Street 
Avila Beach, CA 93424 
Phone: (805) 627-1900 
Toll-free: (800) 372-8452 
http://www.avilalighthousesuites.com/ 
Roughly $199-$259 per night 
 
 
Best Western Casa Grande Inn 
850 Oak Park Boulevard 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 
Phone: (805) 481-7398 
Toll-free: (800) 528-1234 
http://www.bestwesterncasagrande.com/ 
Roughly $119 per weekend night 
 
 
Best Western PLUS Shelter Cove Lodge 
2651 Price Street 
Pismo Beach, CA 93449 
Phone: (805) 773-3511 
Toll-free: (800) 848-1434 
http://www.bwsheltercove.com/ 
Roughly $189-$209 per weekend night 
 
 
Best Western PLUS Shore Cliff Lodge 
2555 Price Street 
Pismo Beach, CA 93449 
Phone: (805) 773-4671 
Toll Free Reservations: 800-441-8885 
http://www.bestwestern.com 
Roughly $229-$279 per weekend night 
 
 


