
b) Four Ways To Discipline Yourself

i. Decide that you’re not going to miss a single part of this series.
ii. Decide today to get out of debt
iii. Decide to work through all the assignments we give you
iv. Decide to cut back on one thing this week, and use the money you save on paying off your

debt - cut back on one restaurant meal, one movie, one Starbucks coffee

c) Little Things Done Every Day Make A Big Difference Over Time

 Galatians 6:9 – (9) Let us not get tired of doing what is right, for after a while we will reap a harvest
of blessing if we don’t get discouraged and give up (and forget to bring a bag lunch).

4. Discover The Joy Of Generosity

a) The Joy Of Living With An Open Hand

b) Being Generous Is Being Like God

 John 3:16, GNB – (16) For God loved the world so much that he gave [His best] his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life.

 Acts 20:35, CEV – (35) … Remember that our Lord Jesus said, "More blessings come
from giving than from receiving.”

SUMMARY

1. Decide Today
a) Determine your priorities
b) Decide to get out of debt
c) Discipline yourself in small ways
d) Discover the joy of generosity
e) Decide to do it today

 Napolean Hill – “Procrastination is the bad habit of putting off until the day after tomorrow,
what should have been done the day before yesterday”.

2. Make These Four Commitments
a) Commit to attend each Sunday for the rest of this series
b) Commit to fulfilling every assignment every week
c) Commit to give generously each week
d) Commit to pray daily for financial peace

 Psalm 37:5, GW – (5) Entrust your ways to the LORD. Trust him, and he will act on your behalf.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Debt Causes Stress

 God wants to replace your financial stress with His financial peace

2. Jesus Wants Us To Be Have Peace Concerning Our Finances

 Matthew 6:31-33, GW – (31) “Don't ever worry and say, 'What are we going to eat?' or 'What are
we going to drink?' or 'What are we going to wear?' (32) Everyone is concerned about these things,
and your heavenly Father certainly knows you need all of them. (33) But first, be concerned about
his kingdom and what has his approval. Then all these things will be provided for you.

3. Most Christians Are Afraid To Talk About Finances

4. Jesus Talked About Finances All The Time

5. Stewardship Is Managing What We Have Been Given

 Stewardship is all about how we are going to manage what we have been given

6. Worry Because Of A Closed Fist

 Whenever you open your hand and give it to God, that’s what stewardship is all about. And
when you do that, God takes your worry and your uncertainty, and replaces it with His
peace

 Whenever you open up your heart to God AND you also open up your hand, then you
receive peace from God.

7. We Invite God’s Blessing By How We Handle Money

 Luke 16:11, GNB - If, then, you have not been faithful in handling worldly wealth, how can you be
trusted with true wealth?

 If you don’t learn how to manage your money well, God can’t bless you in the area of
finances, and you’re going to miss out on true riches



8. Financial Stewardship Is Spiritual Maturity

 Matthew 6:21, GNB - For your heart will always be where your riches are.

 There’s a connection between our wallets and our hearts. If we can get our wallet right, it
will set our heart on the right path, so that God can use us in ways beyond belief

9. Stewardship Is Discipleship

HOW DO I FIND FINANCIAL PEACE?

1. Determine My Priorities

a) Stewardship Is About Priorities

 What ever area of your life you want God to bless, you will need to put Him first in that
area!

 Matthew 6:33, GW – (33) But first, be concerned about his kingdom and what has his approval.
Then all these things will be provided for you.

 God will give you all you need IF you live for Him and make the Kingdom of God your
primary concern

 Proper priorities lead to proper living -- Improper priorities lead to improper living

b) The Real Purpose Of The Tithe

 Deuteronomy 14:23, GNB – (23) Then go to the one place where the LORD your God has chosen to
be worshiped; and there in his presence eat the tithes of your grain, wine, and olive oil, and the first-
born of your cattle and sheep. Do this so that you may learn to honor [revere & trust] the LORD
your God always.

 The purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God first.
 The reason God calls us to tithe is so that we can prove that God has priority in our life

c) The Seventy Percent Principal Of Lasting Wealth

 If you don’t tell it where to go, it will just decide to go, and then you’ll wonder where it went

i. Tithe – The 1st Ten Percent

ii. Debt / Savings – The 2nd Ten Percent
 If you have savings, you can tell your savings where to go, but if you’re in debt, your

debt will tell you where you can or cannot go

 Proverbs 22:7, GW – (7) A rich person rules poor people, and a borrower is a slave to a lender.

iii. Investment / Savings – The 3rd Ten Percent

d) Plan For Where Your Money Goes

 Every time our earnings go up, our yearnings go up even higher
 Financial planning is called “budgeting”

 Proverbs 21:5, GW – (5) The plans of a hard-working person lead to prosperity, but
everyone who is always in a hurry ends up in poverty.

 Proverbs 21:5, MSG – (5) Careful planning puts you ahead in the long run; hurry and
scurry puts you further behind.

2. Decide To Get Out Of Debt

a) Getting Out Of Debt Is A Process

 A decision starts the process

b) Make The Choice To Get Out Of Debt

 Psalm 37:21, GW – (21) A wicked person borrows, but he does not repay. A righteous person is
generous and giving.

c) Don’t Pay Only The Minimum!

d) The Principle Of Contentment

 Oscar Wilde – “The problem lies in reconciling my net income with my gross habits”

 The principle of contentment is learning to be content with what you have, instead of being
obsessed with what you don’t have – and trying to get more and more

 Hebrews 13:5, MSB – (5) Don't be obsessed with getting more material things. Be relaxed with what
you have.

3. Discipline Myself In Small Financial Ways

a) Be Faithful In The Little Things

 Luke 16:10, GNB – (10) Whoever is faithful in small matters will be faithful in large ones; whoever is
dishonest in small matters will be dishonest in large ones.


