
God of truth and salva on, encourage us to love each other, give us 
the grace to forgive each other, and teach us pa ence in the midst 
of adversity. Amen. 
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+ God’s love binds up your heart. + 

When were you a good neighbor today? 
When did you need a good neighbor today? 

“Is this a ques on or a story?” 

If you have ever spent me with preschoolers you have 
probably said this exact phrase. For Jesus we o en ask, “Is this 
an answer or a story?” The story of the Good Samaritan is a rich 
and complex story in answer to what seems like a simple 
ques on ‐ and it is asked by a lawyer, so he is probably hoping 
for a clear defini on. What he gets is a difficult grey area that 
pushes on our sense of who we should care for, who we should 
love, and how all of these things happen. 

The person asking the ques on is important, he is a lawyer. He 
is most likely looking for a legal defini on for “neighbor.” (They 
must live within 200 cubits of your house, be of similar income 
to you, have no more than 3 dogs, etc.) The idea that the 
ques oner is a lawyer sets this idea clearly in our minds. 

Jesus (and the Gospel writer) know this! And Jesus exploits our 
pre‐disposi on by breaking a stereotype over our heads.  The 
two people who should have been first to offer help are the 
ones who pass by, and the least trusted person stops to help. 

Think about your own stereotypes. How do you jus fy them to 
yourself? 

The story pushes us past the legal ideas of what is right and 
into the realm of God’s love and compassion.  Challenge 
yourself to face your stereotypes this week and take a second 
look at the people around you. 

Monday through Wednesday: 
Being a Loving Neighbor  

James 2: 1‐7 
1 John 3: 11‐17 
Ma hew 25: 31‐46 

It’s easy to just put your head down and worry about yourself.  How does the 
reading invite, inspire, or encourage you to li  your eyes to see and help the 
hur ng people around you? 

Thursday through Saturday: 
Hearing and Understanding  

Hebrews 5: 1‐6 
Ephesians 3: 14‐21 
Luke 8: 4‐10 

Understanding the Bible can be a challenge, to say nothing of understanding 
the mind of God! What ques ons do you have as you read these texts? What 
would you like clarified? 


