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GET UP AND DANCE: THE HISTORY OF THE MODERN POWWOW 

With Clyde Ellis, Ph.D. 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 from 6-7pm 

Doors open at 5:30pm 

Have you ever wondered about the origins and development of American Indian powwows? Dig 

deeper into aspects of American Indian dance with this talk by Professor Clyde Ellis. Drawn from 

his research among Southern Plains communities, he will explore the spirit of this unique cultural 

phenomenon, which Ellis thinks is captured in the words of Kiowa singer Leonard Cozad, Sr. 

“This is a good way! Get up and dance”. 

Clyde Ellis is professor of history at Elon University in North Carolina and author of “A Dancing 

People: Powwow Culture on the Southern Plains.” He has spent much of the past 25 years living 

and working in southwest Oklahoma conducting extensive fieldwork on boarding schools 

Christian missions, Native hymn traditions, and powwow culture. 

North building, lower level lecture hall 

Tickets now available: $5 Friends of Native Arts members, $10 for DAM members and $12 for 

others, free for students with ID. 

Image: Sac & Fox Powwow, 2012, in Stroud, OK. Courtesy Clyde Ellis. 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Program 

SEPTEMBER 

https://tickets.denverartmuseum.org/DateSelection.aspx?item=1531


3 

 

CONVERGENCE: AFRICAN, OCEANIC, AMERICAN INDIAN 

ART FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF FRIENDS OF NATIVE ARTS: THE DOUGLAS SOCIETY 

Opening reception Friday, September 16th – 5:30pm – 8:30pm 

Republic Plaza – 370 17th St, Denver CO 

Ten years ago the Douglas Society was approached by Archer Concept Group and Arts Brookfield 

to put together an exhibition of objects from the collections of its members. It was a very popular 

show and a great way to help to promote the diverse art forms of African, Oceanic and American 

Indian cultures, and also a great way to help to promote the Douglas Society.  

Coming up in less than a month we will have the opening reception for the new exhibition we 

have been working on over the past few months which will also feature objects from the 

collections of our members. The exhibition will feature beadwork, paintings, pottery, sculpture, 

textiles and much more! Please mark your calendars for this opening reception.  

Additional information will be sent out soon. 

**We are still looking for more flat artworks (paintings, photographs or large textiles) for the 

exhibition, and we would also like to include American Indian jewelry which we currently have 

none. If you have any objects like this that you would consider lending for the exhibition, please 

contact Rand Smith (info@friendsofnativearts.org) **   

 

 

IDOL BECOMES ART:  

AFRICAN ART AND THE WEST 

Wednesday October 5 – 6:00-7pm 

Doors open 5:30pm 

Join acclaimed African art scholar and 

filmmaker Susan Vogel for a screening of her 

short film “Fang: An Epic Journey” (8-min). 

The film follows the circuitous path a single 

Fang sculpture might have traveled from the 

time it was collected in West Africa through 

the hands of academics, dealers, artists, and collectors until it finally arrives in an American 

museum collection. Following the screening Vogel will explore the history of the African art trade 

in the West and the changing perceptions and reception of African art in Europe and the United 

States. 

Upcoming Program 

OCTOBER 

mailto:info@friendsofnativearts.org


4 

Dr. Susan Vogel is an art historian and has held the positions of curator at the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art, Founding Director of the Museum for African Art, Director of the Yale 

University Art Gallery, and Professor of Art History at Columbia. Her most recent film “Fold, 

Crumple, Crush: The Art of El Anatsui” was screened at the Denver Art Museum during the 

exhibition “El Anatsui: When I Last Wrote to You about Africa”.  

North building, lower level lecture hall 

Tickets now available: $5 Friends of Native Arts members, $10 for DAM members and $12 for 

others, free for students with ID.  

 

 

ANDREW W. MELLON FELLOW 

This month the native arts department welcomes Denene De Quintal as the first ever Andrew W. 

Mellon Fellow in American Indian Art at the Denver Art Museum. Her research has focused on 

tribes in Southern New England including work at the Mashantucket Pequot Museum. De Quintal 

received her Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of Chicago. 

This post-doctoral curatorial fellowship is the first of its kind offered by the Mellon Foundation at 

the DAM. It provides opportunities and resources to develop experience, with the goal of 

influencing the success of the next generation of curators in the American Indian art field. 

Conceived in collaboration with the Mellon Foundation, the post-doctoral position emphasizes the 

skills and strategies fellows will require to be successful at a major art museum, including 

advanced-level training, exhibition development, research and scholarly publication production. 

Fellows also will gain experience with planning programs such as the Native Arts Artist-in-

Residence program and the DAM’s annual Friendship Powwow and American Indian Cultural 

Celebration. 

Denene will be with us for two years and we hope you will get the opportunity to get to know her 

as an integral member of our staff. 

 

NEW WORK ON DISPLAY 

We are pleased to announce that recent 

acquisition Intended Vermillion by D.Y.Begay 

is scheduled to go on display in the 3rd level 

American Indian galleries on September 20th.  

Friends of Native Arts members Kent & Elaine 

Olson generously commissioned this piece for 

the Denver Art Museum. 

D.Y. Begay is an internationally known 

contemporary Navajo weaver renowned for her 

tapestries that blend a contemporary design 

sensibility with dyeing and weaving techniques 

considered traditional among Navajo people. 

Her work is widely recognized for their artistic 

and technical excellence and has been exhibited 

and collected by museums nationally and 

internationally.  

 

Denver Art Museum 

Native Arts 

Department News 

D.Y. Begay (Navajo), Intended Vermilion, 2015. wool and 
dye. Commissioned and funded by Kent and Elaine Olson 

for the Denver Art Museum, 2015.266 

https://tickets.denverartmuseum.org/DateSelection.aspx?item=1534
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STAFF CHANGES IN THE NATIVE ARTS 

DEPARTMENT 

We are sad to announce that Eric Berkemeyer, Curatorial 

Assistant for Native Arts, is moving on from his position in the 

Native Arts department; however, he has accepted the position 

of Assistant Project Manager in DAM’s department of 

Exhibitions and Collections Services (ECS), so he isn’t going 

far.  Eric is well known among Friends of Native Arts members 

for his wonderful demeanor, his calm focus and his keen ability 

to juggle two curators and many projects at once. He will be a 

strong addition to the Exhibitions team here at DAM.  

Eric was outstanding in his role as Curatorial Assistant for five years helping John and Nancy 

achieve success that would not have been possible without his work ethic, knowledge base and 

terrific good humor, no matter what the situation. By moving over to ECS, he now follows the 

path that two of his predecessors took—Jennifer Pray and Kara Kudzma. While we will miss him 

dearly we are delighted that his talents will continue to contribute to DAM's programs. Please join 

us in congratulating Eric on his new role and join us for our next program on September 8th to say 

goodbye. 

 

 

27TH ANNUAL DENVER ART MUSEUM FRIENDSHIP POWWOW & AMERICAN 

INDIAN CULTURAL CELEBRATION 

Saturday, September 10, 2016 - 10:00am – 4:00pm. 

One of the Denver Art Museum’s (DAM) longest-running events, the 27th Annual Friendship 

Powwow and American Indian Cultural Celebration will feature American Indian dancers, drum 

groups, working artists, hands-on activities, artist booths, and more. The DAM’s Friendship 

Powwow is a celebration of the vitality of American Indian cultures. Activities will begin at 10am 

with social dances and a special Hoop Dance demonstration by Nathaniel Bearsheart. Grand Entry 

will begin at 11am; note that this is a new time this year. 

Throughout the day, visitors can watch colorful dance competitions, participate with artists in 

hands-on activities, and enjoy their first (or 101st!) piece of fry bread. Stop by the Native Arts 

Artist-in-Residence Studio, focused this summer on the artistry and creation of powwow regalia. 

Also, don’t miss the American Indian art collection on levels two and three of the North Building. 

Denver Art Museum 

Events 
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The powwow will take place on Acoma Plaza (between the Denver Art Museum and Denver 

Public Library). 

All powwow activities and general museum admission are free thanks to support from the citizens 

of the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District. 

Image: Dancers at the 2015 Friendship Powwow. 

 

 

MULTIPLE EXHIBITS ALL UNDER ONE ROOF AT THE PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM 

OF ART 

 Look Again: Contemporary Perspectives on African Art 

 Creative Africa 

 Three Photographers/Six Cities 

 Vlisco: African Fashion on a Global Stage 

 The Architecture of Francis Kéré: Building for Community 

 Threads of Tradition 

http://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/838.html 

 

“THE KEEPER” AT THE NEW MUSEUM IN NYC 

July 20, 2016 – September 25, 2016 

http://www.newmuseum.org/exhibitions/view/the-keeper 

 

OBJECTS OF ART 

WOVEN IN BEAUTY: 100 YEARS OF NAVAJO MASTER WEAVERS FROM THE 

TOADLENA/TWO GREY HILLS REGION 

August 11 – August 19, 2016 

http://objectsofartsantafe.com/woven.php 

 

95TH SANTA FE INDIAN MARKET 

August 20 - August 21, 2016 

http://swaia.org/ 

 

IFAM - INDIGENOUS FINE ARTS MARKET 

Railyard, Santa Fe 

August 18 – August 20, 2016 

http://www.indigefam.org/ 

 

We would like to welcome our new members: 

Bruce Heitler who joined at the Collector level. 

John Gritts & Page Lambert who joined at the Family level. 

Charlie Anderson who joined at the Patrol level. 

Other Events of Note 

http://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/838.html
http://www.newmuseum.org/exhibitions/view/the-keeper
http://objectsofartsantafe.com/woven.php
http://swaia.org/
http://www.indigefam.org/
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Philadelphia Offers a Full-Fledged 

Summer of African Art  

By Holland Cotter 

Excerpt: People talk about Africa as if it 

were a unitary thing, one culture, one 

mind, which it’s not. That’s my only 

problem with “Creative Africa,” at the 

Philadelphia Museum of Art, and my 

complaint stops with the title. The 

project itself, a set of five small, tight, 

concurrent exhibitions of African 

material, is richly textured, and in one case sensational. 

Add to it a fine survey of work by the Afro-Caribbean conceptualist Nari Ward at the nearby 

Barnes Foundation, and the foundation’s pioneering and under-known collection of “classical” 

African sculpture, and this city can lay claim to being in the middle of a full-fledged African art 

summer. The Philadelphia Museum has installed its five shows in the Ruth and Raymond G. 

Perelman Building, a former 1920s insurance headquarters down the hill from its main location. 

And the largest of them, the only one of traditional objects, called “Look Again: Contemporary 

Perspectives on African Art,” is drawn almost entirely from the holdings of yet another august 

local institution, the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, better 

known as the Penn Museum. 

Read more at: http://nyti.ms/29mc9cB 

 

CHILKAT WEAVER AMONG MASTER 

ARTISTS NAMED BY NATIONAL 

ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS  

By Mike Dunham 

Excerpt: Tlingit weaver Clarissa Rizal of Juneau is 

among 10 artists named as National Heritage 

Fellows by the National Endowment for the Arts on 

Thursday. 

The art of Chilkat weaving was nearly lost in the 

last century and only saved from extinction by a 

small group of determined Southeast Alaska 

women, including Jennie Thlunaut. Thlunaut, a 

National Heritage Fellow in 1986, was among 

Rizal's mentors. 

Read more at: 

http://www.adn.com/arts/2016/06/30/alaskan-who-

helped-save-chilkat-weaving-from-extinction-

receives-national-prize/ 

  

News and Reports 

http://nyti.ms/29mc9cB
http://www.adn.com/arts/2016/06/30/alaskan-who-helped-save-chilkat-weaving-from-extinction-receives-national-prize/
http://www.adn.com/arts/2016/06/30/alaskan-who-helped-save-chilkat-weaving-from-extinction-receives-national-prize/
http://www.adn.com/arts/2016/06/30/alaskan-who-helped-save-chilkat-weaving-from-extinction-receives-national-prize/
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Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society is the 

support group for the Native Arts Department at the 

Denver Art Museum (DAM).  It was founded in 

1974 to honor the work of Frederic (Eric) 

Huntington Douglas, who had a nearly-30-year 

tenure as the Museum's curator of native arts, 

beginning in 1929.  FONA’s purpose is to advance 

the understanding and appreciation of the Museum’s Native Arts collections, including African, 

Oceanic and American Indian arts.  

Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society organizes lectures and outings with distinguished 

scholars, native artists and performers. Members receive newsletters and announcements by e-

mail. They also enjoy programs, workshops, and social events -- including an annual dinner.   

Contact:  info@friendsofnativearts.org or call (720) 913-0165. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:   

Rand Smith  President & Webmaster  

Annabeth Headrick Vice President 

Roger Collins Treasurer 

Wendy Cogdal  Membership 

Jill Giller Programs 

Stephen Holst  Communications 

Frieda Levine  Secretary 

Sara Knowles 

Michael Snodgrass 

Millicent Tallard 

Volunteers are needed to fill two vacant positions. 

 

NO MORE POSTCARDS: PROGRAMS ARE ANNOUNCED BY ELECTRONIC MEDIA 

ONLY 

We no longer send snail-mail notices UNLESS a member indicates by calling or e-mailing a 

notice to our webmaster, Rand Smith (info@friendsofnativearts.org or 303-570-4284).    

 Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/DouglasSociety 

Please consider liking our Facebook page so that you will receive notices for current 

announcements, photographs, related events. 

Send timely, informative items and photographs to our Webmaster, Rand Smith, at 

info@friendsofnativearts.org for posting on our Facebook page. 

SPREAD THE WORD 

Know someone who would be interested in Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society? 

Invite them to the program or direct them to our website to find out more about Friends of Native 

Arts: The Douglas Society and how to join.  

Website: http://www.friendsofnativearts.org  

Basic information, current program announcement, and newsletters. 

Friends of Native 

Arts: The Douglas 

Society 

Information 

mailto:info@friendsofnativearts.org
mailto:info@friendsofnativearts.org
https://www.facebook.com/DouglasSociety
mailto:info@friendsofnativearts.org
http://www.friendsofnativearts.org/

