
d) A Father’s Correction 
 

Hebrews 12:9 (ESV) - Besides this, we have had earthly 
fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall 
we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and 
live? 

 
e) Lukewarm Christians in the Family of God 

 
Closing Thoughts 
 

 How fellowship in the church helped me 

 Choosing the Family of God as my rallying point 

 Victory in facing fears 

 Being reassured 

 From setbacks to reassurance 

 God is always with us 

 Trusting in God and pushing through 

 The fight of spiritual warfare 

 God’s grace 

 Learning to leave everything with our Heavenly Father 

 Victory 

 Don’t talk the talk-walk the walk with the Lord 

 Walking with God is not a spectator sport 

 Trust and walk through 
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Introduction 
 
1. Fellowship 
2. Feel the Holy Spirit 
3. World Wide Church 
 
1. Understanding our Spiritual Family 
 

a) God - John 1:1 NKJV - In the beginning was the word, and 
the word was with God, and the word was God. 

 
b) Jesus - John 1: 14 (ESV) - and the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  
c) God’s Love - John 3:16 (NKJV) – For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 
d) Children of God - 2 Corinthians 6:19 (NKJV) - I will be a 

father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, 
says the Lord Almighty. 

 
2. The Apostolic Family 
 

a) The Early Church Family (Acts 2:42-47) 
 

i. Walking in Unity – 4BC to 30AD Apostolic Church 
 

 Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV), Paul exhorts the brethren to 
“walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called” 

 Ephesians 4:2-3 (NKJV)  
 
 Three virtues: 

 Be humble 

 Be gentle or meek 

 Exhibit patience and self-restraint 
 

http://www.destinychurch.ca/


ii. Divisions in the Church at Corinth 
 

 1 Corinthians 4:10 to 4:21 
 

b) Taking a Chance on God – The Puritans 
 

 Voyage undertaken by Christians for Christian 
purposes 

 

 Covenant Christians 
 

 Spiritual and civil lives based on the Bible 
 

c) Living in Modern Times as a Christian 
 

 Living with Christian Values 
 

 Galatians 5:22-23 
 

 2 Timothy 1: 6-7 
 

 Reading the Bible 
 

2 Timothy 1:7 - All scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of god may be 
competent, equipped for every good work. 

 
3. Family Discipline 
 

a) Living like Christians 
 

1 John 2:15 (ESV) - Do not love the world or the things in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. 
 
Romans 12:9 (ESV) - Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.  
 

Exodus 34:14 (ESV) - for you shall worship no other god, 
for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 

 
b) What Do We Gain as Christians? 

 

 We can encourage each other in good times and bad 

 Ask thoughtful and helpful questions when someone 
has a decision to make. 

 Listen to God together 

 Pray for each other 

 Benefit from one another’s insights into Scripture 

 Acquire a habit of reading the Bible on a regular basis 

 Practice loving our neighbours 

 Worship God together 

 Learn to communicate effectively 

 Solve problems together 

 Learn to receive care from others 

 Experience the pleasure of helping another person 
grow 

 
4. Family of God in a Secular World 
 

a) Living in a Secular World 
 

John 1: 8-9 (NKJV) - We are told that if we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
b) False Prophets Then and Today 

 
Matthew 24:24 (NKJV) - For false Christs and false 
prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, 
so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.  
 
Matthew 7:15 (ESV) - “Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. 

 
c) Seeing the World from God’s Perspective 
 


