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Every time you see the news, there is crushing evidence that our world is 
broken.  A horrible accident, domestic violence, an unexpected death, a 
mass murder, a natural disaster, an epidemic of poverty, a corrupt 
leader…all point to the fact that our world is not a perfect place—like it 
once was in the beginning.  And it’s not just “out there”; each of us has 
experienced some type of pain, disappointment or regret.  So what’s 
caused all the heartache in the world?  We can only recognize the cure 
after we’ve diagnosed the source of sickness. 

  
The Diagnosis:  We are each infected with sin. 

An event happened at the beginning of human civilization that has 
infected every person who has ever lived.   As Romans 5:12 says, 
“When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race.  Adam’s sin  
brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.” 
 
Sin = rebelling against God’s way, and choosing my way instead.   
 

 The consequences of sin are devastating. God’s perfect design is 
broken. We call the initial infection of sin “The Fall,” paradise lost. 
 

Loss #1:  Death infects what was a perfect environment.  Genesis 2:17 
 
Loss #2:  They miss God’s presence and experience shame and guilt. 
 “They hid from the Lord God…”  Genesis 3:8; Colossians 1:21  
 

Loss #3:  They are locked out of their perfect place in the Garden.   
 “So the Lord God banished him from the Garden…” Genesis 3:23 
 

Loss #4:  Their designated purpose is tainted with pain and difficulty. 
 1st task:  “Be fruitful and increase in number…” now with pain. 
 2nd task:  “I give every green plant for food…” now with pain. 
         Compare Genesis 1:28-30 with 3:16-19. 
 

Loss #5:  They experience tension in their relationship. 
 “…this woman you gave me...”  Genesis 3:7,12,16; see also 4:7   

 The lure of sin is always enticing.  Satan is a master fisherman, as 
well as a murderer and liar and destroyer. 
“The serpent was more crafty…” Genesis 3:1; John 8:44; 10:10; Matthew 4 
“Sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you…” Genesis 4:7  

 

 The devastation of sin is never isolated.  It’s a lie to think, “I’m only 
hurting myself.”  In addition to personal injury, my sin wounds others 
and ultimately inflicts pain in the very heart of God himself.   
“The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his 
heart was filled with pain.”  Genesis 6:6 

 

 The guilt of sin is universal; we’re all born with the infection.   
“…every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood.”  Genesis 8:21 
“We all, like sheep, have gone astray; each of us has turned to his 
own way…”  Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:23; Ephesians 2:1 

In answer to the question in the Times of London, “What’s wrong with 
the world,” G.K. Chesterton responded, “Dear sirs, I am.” 

       

The Rx:  Jesus took our infection of sin on the cross. 
When he died and rose to life again: 
 

 Jesus took upon himself the curse, providing a way for us to be 
cured from the infection of sin. “Christ redeemed us from the curse… 
by becoming a curse for us.”  Galatians 3:13; 2 Corinthians 5:21; John 1:29 

 

 Jesus made it possible for us to renew friendship with God. 
“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom…Therefore, we have peace with God…”  Matt. 27:51; Rom. 5:1 

 

 Jesus fulfilled prophecy by crushing the power of Satan.  
“He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:15 

   
Applying the Rx to my life today 
1. I can put my trust in Jesus’ death as a gift for me.  He gives me a new 

heart and His Spirit comes to live in me.  1 Cor. 6:19; 2 Cor. 5:17  
 

2. I can choose to turn away from my own way (i.e. sin) and choose to 
enjoy Jesus’ leadership instead.  This is the only fair response, since 
he made us, he cares for us, and we are his!   Psalm 100:3 

 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


