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WHERE IS PROGRESSIVE 

CHRISTIANITY AT? 
 
If anyone thought there was a ‘party line’ 
directing what people thought about 
progressive Christianity, the PCNV meeting 
on 30 June would have required a change 
of thought. 
 
110 people were present to hear a panel of four 
people selected for their different backgrounds 
and experience offer their views. Two of the 
panelists were members of PCNV; two were 
not. For brief presentations of 15 minutes, each 
chose a different theme. 
 
Rev Sally Douglas  warned about being 
captivated by the people and positions we 
argue against. “Beware of arguing partners or 
they will control you – you will live in reaction to 
them”. 
 
“For when we are motivated by trying to argue 
against the ‘other’ (whoever they are) we are 
captivated by them – we live in their shadow.  
 
We live by reacting and give away our own 
autonomy – and in remaining like this we deny  

 
 
ourselves the chance of actually discovering 
and resting in our own truth”. 
 
Rev Rex Hunt distiguished between those who 
guard the tradition and those who challenge the 
tradition. “Progressive thought claims 
Christianity has never been about only one, 
unchanging, singular vision of the world. That 
is, traditions must always be challenged. They 
need questioning ‘space’ so they can develop, 
grow, and mature. … But the motion is not a 
straight line development either. There are 
advances and retreats, arguments and 
dividsions, and always new disciplines washing 
over from other scholarly activities. Any attempt 
by dogmatists to impose fourth century creeds 
on today’s twenty-first century living is an act of 
abusive power!” 
 
“Despite healthy differences, the exponents of 
progressive Christianity are together saying: (1) 
We don’t want our religion in the old way, (2) 
we cannot give up our minds for it, and (3) we 
cannot become pre-modern people. The 
christian community is not a sacred grotto. 
Ordained clergy are not antiquities dealers. 
Progressive Christianity is committed to 
reconstructing a vision of faith within the 
contours of the best understandings of reality 

  

The many voices of Christianity 
      

It is a common experience for progressive Christians to find some aspects of church 
services alienating as the understandings of Christianity expressed there have different 
assumptions from their own. A few find themselves actively excluded as not acceptable. 
 
In the media appropriate diversity is often excluded as conservative voices are publicised. 
In recent weeks some conservative Christians have abused MP Ed Husic for swearing his 
oath of office on the Koran and the Director of the conservative Sydney Marriage and 
Family Centre stated that voters would punish Kevin Rudd for his stand on gay marriage. 
 
In response the President of A Progressive Christian Voice released statements 
supporting a Muslim Parliamentarian swearing an oath of allegiance on the Koran and 
pointing out that there is evidence that a majority of Christian voters in Australia are in 
favour of gay marriage. 
 
See more details of A Progressive Christian Voice Australia on page 4. 
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available. … to be the community ‘that keeps 
alive the “dangerous” memory’ of the human 
Jesus.” 
 
Rev Dr Coralie Ling spoke as a member of the 
international network of feminist theologians 
since the 1970s and to bring a feminist 
perpsective to progressive Christianity. She 
critiqued some progrssive Christian writing as 
being “very much in the male voice posing as 
the universal voice”. 
 
“Some of the marks of feminist theological work 
are that it pays attention to the wide diversity in 
women’s liberating experience, to the context 
and life of the community including theology 
and spirituality, and has much creativity. And so 
I want to draw your attention to some 
imaginative creative, theological work women 
are doing in our Australian multicultural, post 
colonial context and hope that even more can 
be done and supported by progressive 
Christians in the future.” 
 
“I am at the point now where I recognise the 
specific and particular gifts that women bring 
from many rich experiences and contexts. 
Progressive Christian women speak with many 
perspectives whether in or through the arts, 
through indigenous cultures, through differing 
sexualities, through different racial and ethnic 
backgrounds, and value also the contribution of 
people from different faith backgrounds.” 
 
“Generally speaking feminist theologians love 
metaphor. We could take the metaphor or the 
reality from indigenous culture that Australia is 
crossed with many songlines and see 
progressive Christians adding many more 
lines.” 
 
Rev Dr Christopher Page spoke from a long 
background as a minister in Baptist churches 
and more recently in a Uniting Church. He saw 
progressive Christianity as needing to give 
more attention to re-enchantment – moving on 
from a focus on problems in traditional 
theological and biblical understandings to a 
more creative engagement with significance for 
life and living. 
 
He talked about the way children move through 
stages of fantasy and literalism in reading 
stories or participating in Christmas, for 
example, to more nuanced delight in what 

stories or community and family celebrations 
are about. 
 
He sees a key task for progressive Christianity 
is to focus on re-enchantment for adults as well 
as children and young people so that we 
engage again with life enriching meaning rather 
than just an objective critique of traditional 
religion. 
 
The audio recording of the panel presentations 
will be available on the PCNV website. 
 

 

85 QUESTIONS! 
 
The design of the meeting “Where is 
progressive Christianity at?” was an experiment 
by the Committee with ways of encouraging 
diverse views and listening to the members of 
the Network. 
 
After hearing the four panelists present their 
views, the participants in the meeting were 
given an opportunity to talk with one or two 
people sitting near them about where 
progressive Christianity was at for THEM. 
 
Then each person present was asked to write 
on distinctive coloured paper the top priority 
question (one only!) about progressive 
Christianity they would like answered so that 
the Committee could plan future programs to 
respond to those questions. 
 
85 questions were handed in. The Committee 
will plan the PCNV meeting on Sunday October 
27 as a first response to some of the priorities 
identified in the questions. 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR 

COMMON DREAMS CANBERRA  IN 
SEPTEMBER? 

Don’t miss this once only chance to hear 
Marcus Borg 

WHEN: 19 to 22 September 2013. 
WHERE: Manning Clark Centre, Australian 

National University, Canberra, ACT. 
For more information including all guest 

speakers, key event times, program outline 
suggestions for accommodation, and to 

register, visit the website: 
www.commondreams.org.au 
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THE MAN WHO WALKED BACKWARDS 

A parable by Soren Kierkegaard 
Danish philosopher and theologian. 1813 - 1855 

 
When a man turns his back upon someone and walks away, it is easy to see that he walks away, 
but when a man hits upon a method of turning his face towards the one he is walking away from, 
hits upon a method of walking backwards while with appearance and glance and salutations he 
greets the person, giving assurances again and again that he is coming immediately, or 
incessantly saying, “Here I am’ – although he gets farther and farther away by walking backwards 
– then it is not so easy to become aware. And so it is with the one who, rich with good intentions 
and quick to promise, retreats backwards farther and farther from the good.  …  As a drunkard 
constantly requires stronger and stronger stimulation – in order to become intoxicated, likewise 
the one who has fallen into intentions and promises constantly requires more and more 
stimulation – in order to walk backwards. 
 
Soren Kierkegaard, The Parables of Kierkegaard. Ed. Thomas Oden. Princeton University Press, 
1978. Page 81. Quoted in Robin Meyers, Saving Jesus from the Church. HarperOne. 2009. Page 
118. 
 
 
Robin R. Meyers, Saving Jesus from the Church. How to Stop Worshiping 
Christ and Start Following Jesus.  
HarperOne. 2009. 243 pages. Review by David Merritt 
 
John Shelby Spong describes Meyers’ writing in this book as a national voice for a new 
Christianity. Myers is critical of churches’ neglect of Jesus and his message and that they focus 
instead on personal salvation. While the examples are from American churches, the discussion is 
relevant to us in Australia. To read this book is to be challenged about our understanding of Jesus’ 
message and what it means to be followers of Jesus and how churches express his message. He 
is particularly compelling in his criticism of our tendency to go and talk likewise rather than go and 
do likewise – and to narrow what we do to personal rather than systemic matters. 
 
“Of course we should be good Samaritans, but we should also consider doing something to make 
the road to Jericho less dangerous for everyone”. (Page 139) 
 
“A consistent chorus of voices today is rising across what used to be considered impossible 
divides – political, economic, racial, sexual, and religious. The message that what Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer called a ‘religionless Christianity’ is not a new gospel at all, but the recovery of the 
original. Our faith was not born as a belief system; it was turned into one. We need not fear 
science, just because we have learned to understand time and space differently. It is not even a 
scandal now to call oneself an ‘atheist’ (a nontheist) who still believes in the transcendent mystery 
that we call God. What’s more, a nontheistic understanding of God is what actually makes 
interfaith dialogue and mission possible. If God is the ‘Ground of Being’ and not a Cosmic Dealer, 
then faith must be a journey towards wisdom and compassion and not a system of creeds with 
divine consequences. This is a journey we can all take together, regardless of our specific 
prophets, teachers, or revelations. This is our hope.” (Page 198) 
 
Some books, even books about important issues, are dull reading – but not this book. Myers 
writes with passion and intimate knowledge of the everyday lives of the people of his congregation 
and the varied involvements of his congregation in the life of the community beyond church 
gatherings. Archbishop Desmond Tutu wrote that this book is “scholarly, pastoral, prophetic, and 
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eloquent – all in equal measure. Myers has spoken truth to power, and the church he loves will 
never be the same”. 
 
RRP $20.99. $17.84 plus postage from Mosaic Resources, Preston, Victoria. Phone (03) 9470 
6650   www.mosaicresources.com.au 
 
 
A New New Testament: A Reinvented Bible for the 21st Century - Combining 
Traditional and Newly Discovered Texts 
By: HAL TAUSSIG 
Published March 2013. 
 
There have been many discoveries of ancient texts in recent decades that have enlarged scholars 
understanding of early Christianity. Contrary to the common view that the 27 “books” of the New 
Testament are a definitive collection of the writings from early Christianity, this volume offers a 
much wider collection of early Christian writings including some with strong female characters. 
There are new stories, teachings and practices that show how diverse early Christianity was. 
 
There is an introduction by John Dominic Crossan. 
 
RRP $55.95 Available from Mosaic Resources for  $47.56 plus postage. Phone (03) 9470 6650   
www.mosaicresources.com.au 
 
 

A Progressive Christian Voice 
A Progressive Christian Voice (Australia) was established as a cross denominational group to play 
a role in public discourse by representing Christians whose views were not expressed by the 
conservative Australian Christian Lobby. 
 
Two recent announcements highlight the importance of a more open Christian perpsective. 
In response to criticisms of MP Ed Husic who swore his oath of allegiance on the Koran, the 
President of A Progressive Christiam Voice, The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt, called for Australians 
to support the fact that there is a positive diversity in Australia’s modern democracy. 
 
“We therefore deplore the abusive comments from some Australians that arose in response to the 
duly elected Parliamentarian, Ed Husic, in swearing his oath of allegiance on the Koran. 
 
“It is an aceptable practice for Christian members of Parliament to swear their oaths on a Bible. So 
it is appropriate for a Muslim Parliamentarian to swear the oath of allegiance on the Koran”. 
 
In another press release the President of a Progressive Voice, responded to the claim by Chris 
Meney, Director of the Sydney Marriage and Family Centre, that Christian voters could punish 
Kevin Rudd for his stand on gay marriage. 
 
“I remind people that there is evidence that a majority of Christian voters are in favour of gay 
marriage. 
 
“It is time to overturn the stereotype that Christians are socially and politically conservative.may 
are far more interested in encouraging human flourishing than being moral police.” 
The evidence referred to is a Galaxy Poll: http://www.australianmarriageequality.com/wp/wp- 
content/uploads/2011/08/marriagereligion.pdf 
 
More information at: https://www.facebook.com/AProgressiveChristianVoiceAustralia 
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EMERGING CHURCH 
On the third Sunday of each month 

5:00pm – 6:30pm 
at 

Manningham Uniting Church  
152 Anderson’s Creek Road, East 

Doncaster 
Parking on site.   

JULY 21: quiet listening to Jesus’ 
teaching and meditative openness to the 

‘holy whispers’. Focus on Luke’s 
portrayal of women’s equality as 

disciples of Jesus. 
AGUST 18: Focus on a hard issue in 
following Jesus – when upholding a 

principle can disrupt family or friends. 
 

The  liturgy is meditative, with images, 
music, silences and a short reflection. 

It is followed by a sharing  of bread and 
wine (not a eucharist) and a light shared 

meal. Please bring food to share. 
 

An opportunity for those who question 
traditional worship and are exploring the 

meaning of faith for 2013. 
 

 
 

“Dialogue in Diversity – A Moral 
Compass for Troubled Times” 

 
How are Australians grappling with the 

challenges of cultural, religious and ethnic 
diversity at home and abroad? 

 
An open conversation with Emeritus 

professor Joseph Camilleri OAM,  
La Trobe University 

 
Sunday August 11, 3.00 – 4.30 pm 

Nunawading Uniting Church,  
355 Whitehorse Road. 

 
Gold coin donation for entry. 

Café discussion opportintiy to follow. 
 

 
 

INCLUSIVE CATHOLICS MASS 

 
Celebrant: Fr Greg Reynolds 

 

Every first and third Sunday  
at 5.00 pm 

Glen Iris Road Uniting Church 
200 Glen Iris Rd, Glen Iris. 

 

Next Mass on Sunday 21 July 
 

To welcome all Catholics, especially 
the disenfranchised, the disillusioned  

and the excluded. 
 

INCLUSIVE CATHOLICS SPECIAL EVENT! 
 

Pink Smoke Over the Vatican 
A documentary film about ordination of 

women in the Church. 
Includes interviews with women who 

have been ordained as priests – daring 
women who seek equality in the religion 

they love. 
 

“If an unjust law cannot be changed 
it must be broken” 

 

Wednesday 7 August at 8.00pm 
In the Glen Iris Uniting Church 
200 Glen iris Road, Glen Iris 

Followed by light supper and discussion. 
 

For catering purposes RSVP by  
2 August  by SMS to 0400 534 557 or 

email: greg.reynolds3@gmail.com 
 

Inclusive Catholics contact:  
 Greg Reynolds 0400 534 557 

Website: www.inclusive-catholics.com 
 



 

The Progressive Christian Network of Victoria 

 
invites you to  

 

“The Australian Churches –  
Are They Going Down the Drain?” 

 
with 

  
Rev Dr Philip Hughes 

  
WHEN:     Sunday 28 July 2013  
              3.00pm to 5.00pm 
 

WHERE:       Glen Iris Uniting Church,  
   Glen Iris Road near the corner with High Street Road 
   Melway Map 60 A9. Parking in church grounds and the street. 
 

THE TOPIC 
Analysis of the 2011 Census data and recent surveys shows that the 
percentage of Australians identifying with the Christian faith is continuing to fall. 
However, the patterns are uneven and some denominations have seen growth 
above that of population growth in recent years. The presentation will identify 
the differences and the reasons for them, and the implications for the future of 
the churches in Australia. Philip Hughes will also explore the extent and nature 
of the growing interest in spirituality drawing on the analysis of recent surveys.  
 
 

THE SPEAKER 
 Rev Dr Philip Hughes is a minister of the Uniting Church who has worked for 
the Christian Research Association since its foundation in 1985. He has written 
more than 60 books and hundreds of articles about religious faith and 
spirituality. In February 2013, his book Australia's Religious Communities: 
Facts and Figures was launched. In April 2013, a paper 'Spirituality and 
Religious Tolerance', looking at the development of spirituality and its 
implications for religious tolerance, was published by the international journal, 
Implicit Religion. Philip Hughes is an honorary research fellow at Edith Cowan 
University, Perth and at the MCD University of Divinity 

 
PCNV meeting cost is $7 ($5 for members) 


