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The Great Commandment	

!

Mark 12:28-29  
28 One of the scribes came, and heard them questioning 

together. Knowing that he had answered them well, asked 
him, “Which commandment is the greatest of all?”	


29 Jesus answered, “The greatest is, ‘Hear, Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one: (WEB)



Mark 12:30-31  
30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.’ This is the first commandment.	


31 The second is like this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment 	


greater than these.”(WEB)



Mark 12:32-33  
32 The scribe said to him, “Truly, teacher, you have said 
well that he is one, and there is none other but he, 33 and 

to love him with all the heart, and with all the 
understanding, with all the soul, and with all the strength, 

and to love his neighbor as himself, is more important 
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”(WEB)



You are not far 	

from the Kingdom...	


 
Mark 12:34  

When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, 	

he said to him, “You are not far 	


from the Kingdom of God.”  (WEB)



Everything depends on	

these two commandments.	


 
Matthew 22:40  

The whole law and the prophets depend 	

on these two commandments.” (WEB)



The Pharisees made 	

simple things complicated. 	


!

Added hundreds of laws to Old Testament law.  
Couldn’t even say Yahweh’s name.  

Portrayed themselves as the elite.  



Jesus made the complicated	

very simple.	


!

Love God and love others as you love yourself 
and you have fulfilled all the law!  



Paul’s instructions to the Corinthians 
on church life in 1 Corinthians 12 + 14. 

 
But right in the middle of all  

this church activity he writes…	

 

The LOVE chapter! 



1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
1 If I speak with the languages of men and of angels, but 

don’t have love, I have become sounding brass, or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and 

know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but don’t have love, I am 
nothing.  3 If I dole out all my goods to feed the poor, and 

if I give my body to be burned, but don’t have love, it 
profits me nothing. (WEB)  



1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 
4 Love is patient and is kind; love doesn’t envy. Love 

doesn’t brag, is not proud, 5 doesn’t behave itself 
inappropriately, doesn’t seek its own way, is not 

provoked, takes no account of evil;  6 doesn’t rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. 8 Love never fails. (WEB)  



Keep yourselves in	

the love of God	


!

Jude 1:21  
Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 

mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. (WEB)



We have a hard time  
grasping the love of God. 

 
We have only one word for ‘love’.  

 
We use the same word to describe the ‘love’ of God 

as we do to say I ‘love’ hot dogs!



When we think of ‘love’, it is common to 
default to our own life experiences.  

 
That is why it is difficult for us to grasp our 

Heavenly Father’s love.



Martin Luther’s Struggle	

!

“I have difficulty praying the Lord’s Prayer because 
whenever I say ‘Our Father’, I think of my own father 
who was hard, unyielding and relentless. I cannot help 

but think of God in that way”. 



Loved with an everlasting love… 
 

Jeremiah 31:3  
Yahweh appeared of old to me, saying, 	


Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love: 
therefore with loving kindness 	


have I drawn you. (WEB)



Jack Winter’s definition  
of God’s Everlasting Love...  

 
“There has never been a time 

in all of eternity 
when you were not loved.”  



Jesus was loved before	

the foundation of the world. 

 
John 17:24	


Father, I desire that they also whom you have given me 
be with me where I am, that they may see my glory, 

which you have given me, for you loved me before the 
foundation of the world. (WEB)  



You were loved before	

the foundation of the world. 

 
Ephesians 1:3-4  

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places in Christ; 4 even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 

without blemish before him in love; (WEB)



We cannot grasp God’s love  
with our human mind.	


 
1 Corinthians 2:9-10  

9 But as it is written, “Things which an eye didn’t see, and 
an ear didn’t hear, which didn’t enter into the heart of man, 
these God has prepared for those who love him.” 10 But to 

us, God revealed them through the Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. (WEB)



Love is poured into our hearts!	

 

Romans 5:5  
and hope doesn’t disappoint us, because God’s 

love has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us. (WEB)



How can we humanly 	

comprehend God’s love? 

Psalm 103:11 
For as the heavens are high above the earth,	


so great is his loving kindness toward 	

those who fear him. (WEB)



We need the Holy Spirit’s power 	

to grasp God’s love for us! 

 
Ephesians 3:16-19	


16 that he would grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory, that you may be strengthened with power 

through his Spirit in the inward man; (WEB)



Ephesians 3:16-19	

17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 

to the end that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 may be strengthened to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19 and to know Christ’s love which surpasses 

knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness 
of God. (WEB)



So why is it so difficult  
for us to receive God’s love?	


 
Because we think it is about us!  

We think it is about our worthiness!  
 

...And our ability to please God!  



The good news... 
 

You can never be worthy even for love.  
It is love that makes you worthy.	


James Jordan



It’s not about YOU!	

 

It is NOT about your ability  
to do anything to deserve God’s love.  

 
It has always been about  

His passionate desire to lavish  
His love on you!  



How great is the love...	

 

1 John 3:1  
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called children of God!  And that 
is what we are! The reason the world does not know 

us is that it did not know him. (NIV)



It was never Father’s intention 	

for us to initiate love to Him...	


 
Our only job is to simply  

respond to His love!  

1 John 4:19  
We love him, because he first loved us. (WEB)



Understanding 	

the value equation...	


 
We will determine the value 

of something by what we 
are willing to pay for it.



What was the Father  
willing to pay for you?	


 
Romans 8:31-32	


31 What then shall we say about these things? If God is 
for us, who can be against us? 32 He who didn’t spare his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how would he 

not also with him freely give us all things? (WEB)



The definition of love...	

!

1 John 4:16  
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 

for our sins. (WEB)



The only appropriate response... 	

Abba, Father!	


!

Romans 8:15  
For you didn’t receive the spirit of bondage again 
to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by 

whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” (WEB)



The love of God will	

drive fear from your heart!	


!

1 John 4:18  
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out 

fear, because fear has punishment. 	

He who fears is not made perfect in love. (WEB)



Whoever lives in love  
lives in God...	


!

1 John 4:16  
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, 	

and God in them. (NIV)



The revelation of Father’s love 	

brings many tangible benefits...	


!

Life, love, comfort, security, rest, peace, safety, belonging, 
joy, freedom, hope, faith, trust, boldness, confidence, 

loyalty, sacrifice, humility, patience, gentleness, worship, 
authority, holiness, righteousness, mercy, grace, 

forgiveness, acceptance, passion...	

...and so much more!
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