
Welcome to today’s webcast.

With John MacDonald - Fatherheart Scotland
Mark Gyde - Fatherheart Ministries UK

& Barry Adams - Father Heart Communications



The purpose of fatherheart.tv webcasts...

TO BUILD COMMUNITY
*To connect people with similar hearts worldwide

TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE 
*To encourage people in their own journey home
*To provide a place for live interactive teaching

*To be able to answer questions & pray for people
*To offer free downloadable resources

TO FACILITATE A GLOBAL NETWORK
*To be a signpost for other ministry resources

*To encourage others to use similar technologies



About John MacDonald:
Fatherheart Scotland is a Scottish Charity (SC042928) 

that was born out of John & Fiona MacDonald's 
relationship with Fatherheart Ministries 

in New Zealand led by James and Denise Jordan

 
They met James and Denise in 2005 while students at Toronto Airport Church's 
Leader's School where the Jordans were teaching.   It was an encounter which 
would change their lives. 

John and Fiona have been married since 1986 and desire to see every believer 
from every stream of Christianity come to the revelation that God is their 
Father and embrace the life that will lead us into.



About Mark Gyde:
Mark is the founder of Fatherheart Ministries UK 

that represents the ministry of James & Denise Jordan.
Marks works at his own accounting company in England

as well as overseeing www.AFatherToYou.com
as well as www.PerfectFather.org 

Mark also travels and speaks at conferences
and Bible schools on the message of the 

Fatherheart of God. 

Mark has recently published his first book 
“A Father To You” which is available for order 

on his website . This is a must  read for anybody
interested in going deeper in the revelation

of the Fatherheart of God.   

http://www.AFatherToYou.com
http://www.AFatherToYou.com
http://www.PerfectFather.org
http://www.PerfectFather.org


About Barry & Ann:
Barry and Ann Adams started 

Father Heart Communications in 2000 
to facilitate the unexpected growth 

of a sermon illustration called
‘Father’s Love Letter’ that had

unexpectedly reached millions of people 
at www.FathersLoveLetter.com 

For the past 12+ years, they have been sharing the message of God’s
Father-heart through international travel and the ongoing development of media 
resources that are freely available at fathersloveletter.com, 365promises.com and 
fatherheart.tv

They are also available for live teaching video sessions on the Internet through 
webcasts and Skype broadcasts to churches and small groups. 

http://www.FathersLoveLetter.com
http://www.FathersLoveLetter.com


Barry Adams is available to speak to churches and small groups around the 
world via one on one Skype live video broadcasts. 

He will gladly work around your regularly scheduled meetings in your own time 
zone to teach, answer questions and corporately pray for participants in the 
meetings, etc. It is easier than you think to set up these meetings. 

All you need is a high speed Internet connection and a webcam set up to your 
computer so that Barry can see everyone who is in attendance.



Coming Home To Love
By Barry Adams



Luke 15

Jesus tells 3 stories in response
to the judgment of the religious leaders...

Luke 15:1-2
1  Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming 

close to him to hear him. 2  The Pharisees and the 
scribes murmured, saying, “This man welcomes 

sinners, and eats with them.” (WEB)



Luke 15:3-7
The story of the lost sheep

Luke15:8-10
The story of the lost coin

Luke 15:11-32
The story of the lost son



The Prodigal Son Story

Luke 15:11-32
11  He said, “A certain man had two sons.

12  The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, 
give me my share of your property.’ He divided his 

livelihood between them. 13  Not many days after, the 
younger son gathered all of this together and traveled 
into a far country. There he wasted his property with 

riotous living. (WEB)



Luke 15:14-17
14  When he had spent all of it, there arose a severe 
famine in that country, and he began to be in need.

15  He went and joined himself to one of the citizens of 
that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed 

pigs. 16  He wanted to fill his belly with the husks that 
the pigs ate, but no one gave him any. 17  But when he 
came to himself he said, ‘How many hired servants of 
my father’s have bread enough to spare, and I’m dying 

with hunger! (WEB)



Luke 15:18-21
18  I will get up and go to my father, and will tell him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your 
sight. 19  I am no more worthy to be called your son. 

Make me as one of your hired servants.”’
20  “He arose, and came to his father. But while he was 

still far off, his father saw him, and was moved with 
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him. 21  The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 

against heaven, and in your sight. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ (WEB)



Luke 15:22-24

22  “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the 
best robe, and put it on him. Put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet. 23  Bring the fattened calf, kill it, and 
let us eat, and celebrate; 24  for this, my son, was dead, 

and is alive again. He was lost, and is found.’ 
They began to celebrate. (WEB)



Luke 15:25-27
25  “Now his elder son was in the field. As he came 

near to the house, he heard music and dancing.
26  He called one of the servants to him, and asked 

what was going on. 27  He said to him, ‘Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, 
because he has received him back safe and healthy.’

(WEB)



Luke 15:28-30
28  But he was angry, and would not go in. Therefore 

his father came out, and begged him.
29  But he answered his father, ‘Behold, these many 

years I have served you, and I never disobeyed a 
commandment of yours, but you never gave me a goat, 

that I might celebrate with my friends.
30  But when this, your son, came, who has devoured 

your living with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf 
for him.’ (WEB)



Luke 15:31-32
31  “He said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 

and all that is mine is yours.
32  But it was appropriate to celebrate and be glad, 
for this, your brother, was dead, and is alive again. 

He was lost, and is found.’” (WEB)



The Prodigal Son Story

2 sons who struggled in their relationship 
with their father

Both had hindrances that robbed them 
of walking in intimacy their dad



The younger son
... a slave to sin.

The elder son
... a slave to law.

Depending on the situation,
I can often relate to both brothers!



The definition of the word 
‘prodigal’

‘One who spends or gives lavishly, 
recklessly extravagant.’

This is more of a description of the 
father than the younger son. 



This story is actually
about the father...

Luke 15:11
He said, “A certain man had two sons.

A father who was willing to break all
of the rules for his sons!



The Prodigal Son story is often used
to preach an evangelistic message

But the story is NOT about
somebody becoming a Christian.

Both sons were already living
in their father’s house.



Son #1 - The younger son

Didn’t value his father’s relationship

Asking for his inheritance prematurely 
was the ultimate insult

Like saying “I wish you were dead!”

Father could have had him severely disciplined



Son #1 - The younger son

This son was disrespectful and rebellious

He didn’t value his relationship with his father

He was more than willing to exchange relationship 
with his father for his inheritance



The son asked for his
share of the inheritance...

Luke 15:12
12  The younger of them said to his father, 

‘Father, give me my share of your property.’ 
He divided his livelihood between them.

...The Father gave him 
his ‘bios’ which means his ‘life’.



The father’s response...

The father gave his son his inheritance 
without anger or judgement

The father actually financed 
his son’s rebellion



By his actions, 
the father was saying… 

“You are more important to me than my money, 
what I possess, or what people will think of me”

...Yet he was already looking to the day
of his son’s return



Love will always gives us
freedom to leave

Love will not force itself

Love will not control us

Love demands freedom of choice

Love will always be waiting for us
to turn our hearts toward home.



The son wanted his 
inheritance NOW!

We begin to value God for what He can give us

When we seek His hand and not His face

This could be the blessings that God gives, 
ministry gifts, talents, influence, etc.



My own ‘name it - claim it’
experience...

I started a new business
Made God my business partner

Believed that God was obligated to bless me
Demanded my inheritance NOW!

Had no interest in intimate relationship with God 
...I just wanted the stuff that He could provide



God loved me
through this phase...

Almost immediately, the business began to falter
Double tithed ...fasted ...worked harder 
in the church ...quoted more scripture

commanded God’s blessings ...etc.

The harder I worked, the worse things became



My own pigpen experience

About to lose our house
Weeping every day 

Never experienced such failure
Became in need – Came to my senses

Returned to my Father’s house a broken man



I expected a reprimand

I stopped tithing, I stopped praying, 
I stopped even going to church

I thought that I was done
I was expecting God’s judgement to come



Showers of blessings

Instead of judgement, God began to 
shower blessings on me

Like the younger son, 
he put a robe around me, ring and sandals

Income increased by nearly 50%, got promoted, 
won major newspaper awards next few years



The revelation of grace

I was overwhelmed with 
God’s grace shown to me

I told God... “I don’t deserve it” 

He said... 
“You’re right! It’s My grace!”



The younger son
spent everything he had

Blew his inheritance on wine, women and song!

Exchanged father’s love for counterfeit affections

Yielded to lust and addictions in his life



The struggles of the younger brother...

1. He loved the world more 
than he loved his father. 

Counterfeit affections will never satisfy
The more we seek them, the less satisfied we are

Frog in the kettle story



Don’t love the world

1 John 2:15-17
15  Don’t love the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If anyone loves the world, the Father’s 
love isn’t in him. 16  For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 

of life, isn’t the Father’s, but is the world’s. 17  The 
world is passing away with its lusts, but he who 

does God’s will remains forever. (WEB)



The struggles of the younger brother...

2. Shame kept him from
his father’s presence

Jewish culture – Ultimate insult pigpen 
He was even jealous of the pigs

His shame kept him from his father

It was because of shame that Adam and Eve 
hid in the garden



It was his need that brought 
him to his senses

It was a very basic need 
that caused him to finally wake up

His motivation wasn’t pure – 
It was need based - I am hungry!!!!!

God will use any need in our lives 
to invite us to finally come home!



The struggles of the younger brother...

3. Feelings of unworthiness

Classic struggle of Christians – 
I am not worthy enough to be a son

Feelings of shame and unworthiness 
prevent us from being sons

We are more comfortable being a servant 

God’s response...YOU ARE MY SON!!!!



The father’s response

Saw his son from a far off – 
...he had been watching for him every day

He ran toward his son – Culturally unacceptable

Wanted to get there before the older brother did

Instead of a beating, 
he embraced and kissed his son



The father fell on his son
and kissed him

fell (ep-ee-pip-to) - to embrace with affection
Same word as when the Holy Spirit ‘fell’

on Cornelius and his household - Acts 10:44

kissed him - fervently, couldn’t stop kissing him



Bring out the best robe!

The robe signified royalty
It was probably the father’s best one

The robe covered his shame
and was his father’s covering of protection

The robe sent a message to the community 
that the father welcomed his son home.



The ring of authority

Signet rings were used to
sign legal documents in wax

This would demonstrate the restoration
of the son’s rightful authority with his father

He immediately got ‘signing privileges’ 
for the whole estate



Sandals for his feet

Servants would often walk around
barefoot in Bible times

But sons always wore sandals

Special ceremonial sandals



The fatted calf...

This would have been the cow that they would 
have been saving for a really big party.

Could have fed lots and lots of people!



The father threw a party
for his lost son!

Luke 15:23-24

23  Bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat, 
and celebrate; 24  for this, my son, was dead, and 

is alive again. He was lost, and is found.’ They 
began to celebrate. (WEB)



The older brother
in the story...

Our daughter Kristin

Typical oldest child
Very responsible, hard worker

Loyal, good example for siblings



The outward appearance
of the older brother

Hard working, responsible
virtuous, loyal, dutiful,

respected member of the community.



The inward appearance
of the older brother

Jealous, angry, full of pride
self-righteous & competitive.

No empathy or compassion
for his kid brother.



God looks on the heart

1 Samuel 16:7

But Yahweh said to Samuel, “Don’t look on his 
face, or on the height of his stature; because I have 

rejected him: for I see not as man sees; for man 
looks at the outward appearance, but Yahweh looks 

at the heart.” (WEB)



The older brother’s sin
was greater than his brother’s

He lived by the love of law
rather than the law of love

His sin was against love,
compassion and mercy. 



What would have happened
if the elder brother met his

younger brother first?

In the culture of the day, he had the right
to severely discipline his brother

That is probably one of the reasons 
the father ran to meet his son.



The elder brother’s attitude
towards his father.

He blamed his father for the state
of his younger brother ... “This son of yours”

He refused to identify with his brother

He was angry and disrespectful to his dad

His true nature came out.



He had a poor relationship
with his father

“I’ve been slaving for you all these years”

“You NEVER gave me a goat to celebrate”



The father’s response

Went out to seek out the older brother

Did not scold him for his insubordinate attitude

Had compassion on him as much as the younger brother

Told him “All that I have is yours”

Encouraged him “You have always been with me”



The struggles of the older brother...

1. He was legalistic 
and trusted in his own efforts 

Establishing his own set a rules
Not in relationship with the father

Busy slaving away in his fields
No intimacy, no desire to join the party

Angry, judgmental of his father’s compassion



Trusting in our own abilities

Our righteousness is like filthy rags
God wants us to be completely dependent upon Him
Legalism creates our own standard of independence

Jesus said “Apart from me you can do nothing

Isaiah 64:6
For we have all become as one who is unclean, and all 
our righteousness is as a polluted garment: and we all 

fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, 
take us away. (WEB)



The struggles of the older brother...

2. He was deceived & didn’t 
believe in his father’s goodness

John 8:42-44 - Father of lies
He is continuing lying about the nature of God

That God is distant & angry
Just like our broken earthly fathers

Lie to Adam & Eve - “Did God really say...”



The struggles of the older brother...

3. He had an unforgiving heart

His bitterness towards his brother had overcome 
his ability to love and forgive.

‘Bitterness is a poison pill that we swallow
thinking it will kill someone else’



The struggles of the older brother...

4. He was full of pride

He thought he was better than his younger brother
...After all, he never broke the rules!

James 4:6
But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God resists 

the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” (WEB)



Stay small in your own eyes

1 Samuel 15:17
Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your 

own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of 
Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. (NIV)

James 4:10
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 

and he will exalt you. (WEB)



The struggles of the older brother...

5. He struggled with
an orphan heart

Even though an heir, he acted like an orphan
Many of us struggle with this same condition

We never feel at home
We never feel safe, secure, at rest

We are easily threatened and  are always competing 
We work hard to gain approval



The broken plate story

An adopted son in India dropped a plate
in the kitchen while cleaning it

Afterwards, he ran and hid for 3 hours

When his parents found him and asked 
why he was hiding, his answer was... 

“I was afraid that you would send me 
back to the orphanage”.



Cycle of Works

You try and achieve so that you can feel significant
You think that significance will make you feel accepted 

Cycle of Grace

You are accepted by God so His love sustains you
You receive significance from God because of His love
From a place of security you can achieve great things



Elder Brother Issues 
in the Church

Looks good on the outside
Does all the right things

Hard working, responsible
But inside, they lack intimacy with God

They struggle with prodigals who come home

They feel cheated out of 
their own inheritance



There must be freedom
for the elder brothers!

The Father’s love must be
restored to the church

God wants to heal all of the elder brothers/sisters
to their position of true sonship

... So that all of the prodigal sons & daughters 
can come home!



The ‘Prodigal’ Father

He broke all the cultural rules of the day

Scandalous to accept younger son home
Expectation that he would be severely disciplined

Act of running to son dishonoring
...Elders were never in a hurry

Had to lift up his robe and expose his ankles
Willing to humble himself in the eyes of the community



Both sons acted like slaves.

The Younger Son
A slave to sin

The Older Son
A slave to law



Both Sons Needed 
A Homecoming...

Father’s desire is for all of us to be in His house

A bit of both the younger and older brother in all of us

We vacillate between pursuing counterfeit affections 
and serving legalism



Father’s desire
for us to be in His house.

John 14:1-3

1  “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in 
God. Believe also in me. 2  In my Father’s house 

are many homes. If it weren’t so, I would have told 
you. I am going to prepare a place for you.

3  If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and will receive you to myself; that where I 

am, you may be there also. (WEB)



A son belongs forever.

John 8:34-36

I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to 
sin. Now a slave has no permanent place in the 

family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

(NIV)



What hinders you
from coming home?





About Barry & Ann:
Barry and Ann Adams started 

Father Heart Communications in 2000 
to facilitate the unexpected growth 

of a sermon illustration called
‘Father’s Love Letter’ that had

unexpectedly reached millions of people 
at www.FathersLoveLetter.com 

For the past 14+ years, they have been sharing the message of God’s
Fatherheart through international travel and the ongoing development of media 
resources that are freely available at fathersloveletter.com, 365promises.com and 
fatherheart.tv

You can connect the following ways...
Facebook: facebook.com/fatherheart.tv ... facebook.com/Barry.A.Adams
Twitter: twitter.com/fatherheart ... twitter.com/barryadams

http://www.FathersLoveLetter.com
http://www.FathersLoveLetter.com


World English Bible Quotes (WEB)
Special thanks to the World English Bible for creating a contemporary 
version of the Bible that has been released in the public domain. For more 
information on this amazing project, go to e-bible.org

NIV Bible Quotes (NIV)
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide.

Amplified Bible Quotes (AMP)
"Scripture quotations taken from the Amplified® Bible, Copyright © 1954, 
1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation Used by 
permission." (www.Lockman.org)

Fatherheart.tv
For more free resources on how to grow in your relationship with God, 
visit fatherheart.tv

http://www.biblica.com/
http://www.biblica.com/
http://www.Lockman.org
http://www.Lockman.org

