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Supplies

 �   paper (1 sheet per person)

 � pencils or pens (1 per person)

 � mirrors (or have people use 

their cell phones)

 � Sound Wave Sing & Play 

Music CD*

 � CD player

* available from Group 
Publishing or your Group  
VBS supplier

The Real Deal
Bible Point: God made you.
Bible Story:  God lovingly creates people. (Psalm 139; 

Genesis 1:26–2:4)
Key Verse: “ Thank you for making me so wonderfully 

complex!” (Psalm 139:14)

Say: Welcome to Maker Fun Factory! I’m so thankful each of you 
is here to help kids discover that they were created by God 
and built for a purpose. I believe that God brought each 
of you here today for a special purpose, too! Let’s take a 
minute or so to get to know each other.

Form pairs and have partners answer the following question:
  If you had the skill to make anything, what would you 
make and why?

Play “Made for This” (track 1) from the Sound Wave Sing & 
Play Music CD while partners share. After about a minute, 
turn off the CD.

Say: Let’s test your maker abilities right now. Hand each person 
a sheet of paper and a pencil. You’ll have exactly one minute 
to draw your partner’s face, making it as close to the real 
thing as possible. Ready? Go!

Play “The Maker” (track 2) for one minute, while partners 
draw. Then turn off the CD and call time. Have partners 
share their pictures with each other. Hand out small mirrors, 
or direct people to use the cameras on their smartphones 
to compare the drawing to the “real deal” image of 
themselves. Ask:

  When you compare your partner’s drawing to your real 
image, how accurate was the drawing? 

  What was missing or lacking from the drawing?

Say: Your partner may have been a world-class artist and he 
or she still couldn’t capture the real you. That’s because 
each of us was created by the Master Maker—God. Today at 
Maker Fun Factory, we’ll help kids discover the Bible truth 
that God made you.
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David wrote these words to God in the book of Psalms: 
“Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!” Ask:

  What makes the kids at our VBS complex?

Say: Today you’ll encounter kids who struggle with their identity. 
You’ll interact with kids who feel like they don’t measure 
up—physically, intellectually, with their abilities, or even 
socially. We have the opportunity to remind them that 
they’re a work of art—skillfully crafted by the loving hands 
of God.

Pray:  God, thank you for making each of us so wonderfully 
complex. We confess that sometimes we focus on what 
we can’t do. We compare ourselves to others, or wish we 
were different. We know that the kids at our VBS feel the 
same way, too. Help us speak your truth to each one of 
those kids. Give us the right words that will show kids 
that you lovingly designed them inside and out. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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A “For You” Friend 
Bible Point: God is for you.
Bible Story:  Rahab believes in God’s mighty power.  

(Joshua 1–2)
Key Verse: “ If God is for us, who can ever be against us?” 

(Romans 8:31)

Welcome everyone back to Maker Fun Factory.
Say: One of the best parts about this week is seeing kids make 

new friends. That got me thinking about some of the great 
friends I’ve had. Tell about a special friend, either someone 
involved in your life now, or as a child. Specifically, tell what 
made that person such a great friend.

Say: Now it’s your turn! Find three people nearby and take a few 
minutes telling about a great friend you’ve had. Tell what 
made that person such a good friend.
Play “God Is for Me” (track 5) while groups share. Every 
30 seconds, call out a reminder to keep the conversation 
moving so everyone has a turn to share. When the song 
ends, turn off the CD.

Say: I’d love to hear what you talked about. What are some 
things that made someone such a great friend?
Have every group share at least one thing they talked about. 

Say: It sounds like you’ve been blessed with amazing people 
who really were on your side. That’s what a friend is, isn’t 
it? Someone who’s got your back. Someone who’s on your 
side. Today we’ll help kids discover that God is for us. 
The maker of the universe is a friend who’s on their side, 
cheering them on, pulling for them. Ask:

  Why is that important to kids?

Take a few responses.
Say: Before I pray, I want you to close your eyes. Pause. Picture 

a kid who’s here this week. Think of someone who really 
needs to know that God is on their side—that God is for 
them. As you picture that child, imagine the words, “God is 
for…” and that child’s name. Pause.

Supplies

 �   Sound Wave Sing & Play 

Music CD*

 � CD player

* available from Group 
Publishing or your Group  
VBS supplier
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Pray:  God, you know each child who walks through the doors of 
our VBS. You know their hearts. You know their hurts. We 
only see those kids for a few hours, but you made each 
person. Open hearts today, so that kids receive the truth 
that you are for us. Encourage kids with the truth that 
you’re on their side—you love them and want what’s best 
for them. Help us to be your hands and feet as we serve 
and love those kids today. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Everywhere Prayers
Bible Point: God is always with you.
Bible Story: God is with Gideon. (Judges 6:11–7:25)
Key Verse: “ The Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

(Joshua 1:9)

Before staff members arrive, make four prayer stations for every 
20 staff members. 

 � In one corner, post the “At Home” section of the handout 
and the map of the city, and set out a pen or pencil. 

 � In one corner, post the “When I’m Confused” section of the 
handout, and tape the length of yarn to the wall.

 � In one corner, post the “In Dark Times” section of the 
handout, and set out the flower pot and seeds.

 � In the last corner, post the “Because He Loves You” section 
of the handout, and set out the ink pad and sheet of paper.
Gather your staff and welcome everyone back to Maker 
Fun Factory.

Say: Today we get to encourage kids with the truth that God 
is always with us. God—our Maker—didn’t just create 
us and then leave us. He’s close by, everywhere we go and 
through everything we face. I’m going to give you some 
time to explore what that means for you through some 
reflective prayer stations. 
Briefly point out the stations and what will happen at each 
one. Explain that people can visit the stations in any order, 
and that there’s room for five people at each station. Tell 
your staff they can spend about three minutes at each 
station and that you’ll call everyone back together at the 
end for a quick wrap-up.
You may want to slightly dim the lights for a more reflective 
atmosphere. Play the instrumental track of “You Forgive 
Me” (track 18) or some other contemplative instrumental 
music while people flow through the stations. After about 15 
minutes, turn down the music and gather everyone together. 

Pray:  God, thank you for always being close by and hearing 
us as we pray. Help us to speak your words of love and 
encouragement to the kids who join us at VBS today. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.

Supplies

  For every 20 staff members, 

you’ll need:

 � an enlarged map of your 

city (print one out from 

Google Maps)

 � a yard of yarn

 � a flower pot filled with 

potting soil

 � a seed packet

 � one sheet of paper

 � an ink pad

 � a printout of the “Everywhere 

Prayers” handout

You’ll also need:

 � a pencil or pen

 � tape

 � Sound Wave Sing & Play 

Music CD

 � CD player

* available from Group 
Publishing or your Group  
VBS supplier

   TINKER TIP  TINKER TIP
If you have more than 
20 staff members, set 
up duplicate stations 
elsewhere in the room. 
That way, there will only 
be about five people at a 
station at one time.   
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God is with you…
At Home

“You see me when I travel and when I rest at home. You know 
everything I do.” (Psalm 139:3)

Find approximately where you live on the map. Write your name 
or initials at that spot. Lay your hand on your name and pray for 
the kids who live on all the streets your hand touches. 

God is with you…
When You’re Confused

“And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be 
troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27)

Tie a knot in the string and think of a problem or hurt that has 
your mind or heart tied up in knots. Thank God for being with 
you when you’re confused. Ask him to help you untangle the 
knots, and have good, wise direction.

God is with you…
In Dark Times

“Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be 
afraid, for you are close beside me.” (Psalm 23:4)

Press a seed into the dark soil and think about a difficult or 
dark time you’re facing, or one you’re worried about. Just as the 
warmth of the sun will penetrate this soil, helping the seed to 
grow, God is always with us—even in dark times. Give that worry 
to God in prayer. Ask him to replace the darkness with the 
warmth of his hope and power.

God is with you…
Because God Loves You

“And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

You are God’s precious creation—one that he has promised to 
be with forever! But sometimes, we don’t feel very loveable. 
Press your thumb into the ink and make a thumbprint on the 
paper. As you do, thank God for the way he made you—faults 
and all. Now make another thumbprint over the first one, but 
slightly at an angle, to create a heart shape. As you make this 
heart, pray and ask God to help you see him today.
 

Everywhere Prayers

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Maker Fun Factory VBS granted for local church use.  
Copyright © 2017 Group Publishing, Inc. Loveland, CO group.com/vbs
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Rock Solid
Bible Point: God will always love you.
Bible Story:  Jesus dies and comes back to life. 

(Luke 22:66–24:12)
Key Verse: “Your unfailing love will last forever.” (Psalm 89:2)

Welcome your staff back to Maker Fun Factory.
Say: We’ve been having so much fun talking about people 

who make things, that I wanted to give you a chance to 
make something! 
Form groups of four and give each group a stack of index 
cards or playing cards (enough so each person has about 
five cards). 

Say: In a minute, I’ll turn on a song. You’ll have the time of that 
song—about three minutes—to build the best, most amazing, 
jaw-dropping house. Let’s see who can build the tallest or 
most impressive house just using their cards. Ready?
Play “Let’s Get a Little Crazy” (track 8) while groups work 
on building a house. When the song ends, turn off the CD 
and have everyone stop building. Let groups showcase their 
creations, telling about the magnificent structures they’ve 
created. Then give everyone a round of applause. Ask:

  If you could build an entire, full-sized house from your 
cards, how willing would you be to actually live in that 
house? Why?

Say: While they’re pretty ingenious and inventive, your card 
houses aren’t very stable. If any houses are still standing, 
walk around and blow on them to make them fall down. You 
wouldn’t put a lot of faith in them. Ask:

  Think of things in your lives that are like these houses. 
Things that are unstable, unreliable, or passing.

Say: Today we get to share with kids God’s unshakeable, eternal 
love for us. God will always love us. Point to a pile 
of cards. Ask each group to answer this question:

  If these card houses represent things in our world, what 
object would you use to compare to God’s unfailing 
love? Maybe you’d say the Great Wall of China, or 
Mount Everest.

Supplies

 � index cards or playing cards 

(about 5 per person)

 � Sound Wave Sing & Play 

Music CD*

 � CD player

* available from Group 
Publishing or your Group  
VBS supplier
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After about 30 seconds, let each group share 
its answers. 

Say: God loved us so much that he sent his son, Jesus, to 
take the punishment for our sins. That punishment was 
death. Pause. That’s a powerful, rock solid love. Our 
challenge today is to help kids grasp—or begin to grasp—
just how much God loves them. That’s a big challenge. 
Let’s ask God for his help and guidance on this really 
important day.

Pray:  Loving God, we can’t even begin to grasp how much 
you love us. You love us in spite of our weakness 
and failure. You love us enough to give your son as 
atonement for our wrongs. We desperately want kids 
to know of your love for them. Help us today. Use us 
as we share the life-changing message of your love. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.
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Bible Point: God made you for a reason.
Bible Story:  Abigail brings peace. (1 Samuel 25)
Key Verse: “‘ For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord.” 

(Jeremiah 29:11)

Welcome everyone to the last day of Maker Fun Factory.
Say: I’m so thankful for each one of you. God used each person 

here in a unique, special way to share his love with kids this 
week. Each one of you was an important piece of our VBS 
puzzle. So I have something for you!
Hand out the puzzle pieces. Ask:

  By just looking at your piece, what do you think the 
finished puzzle would look like?

Say: Let’s see if we can make sense of the big picture by 
assembling this puzzle. See if your piece fits with any 
others here.
Play “Love Come Down” (track 3) while people move around 
and see if their puzzle piece fits with anyone else’s. When 
the song ends, turn off the CD and have staff members sit 
down. Ask:

  How did it feel to not fit many—or any—pieces together?

Say: Some of your puzzle pieces don’t fit together—
your puzzles are completely different! Yet 
you all had an important piece of the 
puzzle. And each of these pieces is part 
of a bigger picture. That reminds me 
of something God said.
Read aloud Jeremiah 29:11. Form 
trios and have them discuss 
this question:

  How does this passage remind 
you of our experience with 
the puzzles?

Supplies

 � old jigsaw puzzles (enough so 

each staff member has one 

piece of a puzzle)

 � Sound Wave Sing & Play 

Music CD*

 � CD player

* available from Group 
Publishing or your Group  
VBS supplier

   TINKER TIP  TINKER TIP
It’s fine—and actually 
preferable—if the pieces 
come from a variety of 
puzzles. People won’t 
actually be assembling 
the puzzles. 

Day 5
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  Why do we sometimes get frustrated when we can’t see 
the big picture?

Say: God made you with an important plan and purpose in mind. 
In fact, that’s our Bible point today—God made you for 
a reason. Keep this puzzle piece as a reminder that God 
knows the big picture. God has an important part for you 
to play in his mighty, amazing plans.
Thank you for the important role you’ve played this week! 
Close in prayer, thanking God for the wonderful team he 
brought together.


