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Lesson 07 - Ministry of the Evangelist – Part 1 
THE CALL OF THE EVANGELIST 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
What I will be giving you over the next two lessons will be a teaching on the ministry of 
the evangelist. I remember as a young boy watching a Billy Graham crusade on the 
television with my parents. To my young mind, there seemed to be a million people 
there.  When I saw the size of the choir, and compared it to the size of the choir in our 
church, I almost fell over. I wondered why so many people were there.  And when the 
altar call was made, it looked like every person in the stands started heading down in 
front of where Billy Graham was.  What a sight for a young boy…. I knew something 
important was happening. 
 
1. The Need For The Evangelist 
 

 But does the church in general understand what evangelism is?  The gift of the 
evangelist is often ignored because people are not sure what evangelism is.  
Some see it as the church’s attempt to change society.  Other think of it merely 
as a way to get more people into the church.  Billy graham said that one of the 
greatest needs today is for the church throughout the world to recognize and 
recover the legitimacy and importance of the gift of the evangelist.  So, if this is 
true, then it is up to us in church leadership to inform the church of the 
importance of this great gift of God. 

 
2. What Is An Evangelist? 
 

 So what is an evangelist?  The term evangelism includes every effort to declare 
the good news of Jesus Christ, to the end that people may understand God’s 
offer of salvation and respond in repentance, faith and discipleship. He, or she, is 
an ambassador, a proclaimer of God’s gift of salvation.  Another way of 
explaining this would be “winning the lost to Christ, through the preaching of 
the word, in the power of the Holy Spirit, for the building up of the body of 
Christ”. Let’s break down this definition into smaller pieces: 

 
a) The Winning Of The Lost: 

 

 This is the supreme task of the evangelist.  He is a reaper in a harvest field of 
the lost.  Those who have never heard of Christ or those that just have a dim 
memory of teachings from their childhood.  A truth that has been lost in the 
battles and problems of this world.  An evangelist must always be ready to 
give a reason for the hope that the church has in salvation.  This must be 
done for the following compelling reasons: 

 
i. The Compassion Of Christ: 

 

 The evangelist needs the same compassion that Jesus showed to those in 
spiritual need – a concern that leads them into action. 
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ii. The Compulsion Of The Holy Spirit: 
 

 Only the love of Christ will enable the evangelist to make the sacrifices, to 
take the risks and to love the unlovely.  In acts 15:26 (NKJV), the scripture 
talks about “men who have risked their lives for the name of our lord Jesus 
Christ”  

 
iii. The Approaching Judgement: 

 

 Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:11 (NKJV) “knowing therefore the terror of the 
lord we persuade men”  there is a day of judgement approaching!  There 
is a heaven and a hell in eternity.  The secular world is talking more about 
Armageddon and the end of the world.  This leaves us with no option or 
choice.  We are ambassadors under authority.  We have responded to a 
bugle call from which there is no retreat.  We do this out of obedience and 
our concern for the lost.  In 1 Corinthians 9:22 (NKJV), Paul said, “to the 
weak, I become weak, that I may win the weak.  I have become all things 
to all men that I might by all means save some” 

 
b) The Preaching Of The Word. 

 

 Paul tells timothy to preach the word of god, in season or out of season, to 
convince everyone of the truth of the word and to rebuke what is false; 
remember, it’s god’s word that will not return void (Isaiah 55:11).  We must 
master God’s word and God’s word must master us. The evangelist must 
preach of: 

 
i. The Adequacy Of The Word Of God: 

 

 Paul said that he was not ashamed of the gospel in Romans 1:16.  We 
preach the word because we believe that its truth is adequate to meet all 
our needs. The evangelist needs to make no apology for the word of God 
that he brings; 

 
ii. The Word Of God Is Relevant 

 

 To all people, of all cultures and all backgrounds; and 
 

iii. The Urgency Of The Word Of God. 
 

 The evangelist comes with a sense of urgency.  He talks about hell, 
eternity and the judgement which is to come. He understands why the 
word says that if today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts 
(Hebrews 3:7) because “now is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2) 

 
c) The Power Of The Holy Spirit. 

 

 We have talked about winning the lost to Christ, through the preaching of the 
word, in the power of the Holy Spirit it is the power and the compulsion of 
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the holy spirit that used peter on the day of Pentecost; that led Philip from the 
revival in Samaria to reach the Ethiopian eunuch in the desert; and finally 

 
d) For The Body Of Christ. 

 

 The evangelist sees himself as a servant of the church and all that he does is 
to build the body of Christ. In fact, when we look again at Ephesians 4, where 
the ministry of the evangelist is listed, we note the point of it all in verse 12 – 
“for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the 
body of Christ” apart from his soul-winning ministry, the evangelist needs to 
build the body of Christ by inspiring and training soul winners and even 
encouraging the new evangelists. 
 

 This is an excellent definition and explanation of what the evangelist is to 
accomplish in his or her, ministry.  Without this vital ministry, the work of God 
falters and falls into decay. The evangelist helps sustain the spiritual life and 
power of the church.  We cannot afford to lose this ministry or allow it to 
become dormant and ineffective.  When the early church lost its evangelistic 
fervour, it settled into tradition and lost its soul-winning power. 
 

 Story: When I was in the Canadian army, a soldier was always the one who 
was at what was called the “sharp end” or the point of any forward movement.  
He was usually the first one to go into unknown territory, the first to make 
contact with the enemy, the first to taste victory or defeat.  While I was 
researching this lesson, I realized that an evangelist was very much like the 
soldier at the forward point of an army.  He is on the front lines of god’s army 
today.  He has a burning desire to tell everyone he sees about Jesus, he has 
a heart that is continually reaching out to the lost of this world.  Signs, 
wonders and healing miracles are being manifested in his daily life and 
ministry as the lord is working with him and confirming his word. (9 min) 

 
THE CALLING OF THE EVANGELIST 
 
1. The Great Commission 
 

 Most Christians today have heard of the great commission given by Jesus Christ 
to his disciples in the book of mark, chapter 16, verse 15: - “go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature” 

 

 So, this “great commission” means that all of us in the body of Christ are called to 
help share the gospel of Jesus Christ with the rest of the world. This includes 
sharing this message with our families, friends, neighbours, fellow workers and 
anyone else that the Holy Spirit leads us to.  It is important to note that not 
everyone in the body of Christ is called into the office of an evangelist.  The 
function of an evangelist is a special calling of Jesus Christ and is a part of the 
five fold ministry.  Once a person is called into the function of an evangelist and 
trained, he or she should be sent out from the local church. 
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2. The Function Of An Evangelist 
 

 The person that god has called to be an evangelist is one that has a great love 
for people.  He or she wants to see that everyone gets a chance at salvation.  
This is because the lord has given them a heart for evangelism. They want  and 
have a burning desire to lead as many people as possible to Christ.  This calling 
will be confirmed by the prophetic ministry of the prophets, apostles and other 
elders, and will be imparted through the laying on of hands.  This ministry gifting 
will be recognized by the body of Christ.  The evangelist should be financially and 
prayerfully supported by that local church.  As God leads, he or she should also 
be sent out to other areas by that church. 

 

 The ministry of the evangelist, when at his local church, is to keep the vision of 
local, national and world evangelism stirred up in the hearts of the people.  It is 
also training the believers in the church how to reach the lost with the gospel of 
Jesus through evangelism.  He or she is continually teaching believers effective 
methods of personal evangelism.  He should be training them how to minister 
healing to the sick and deliverance to the oppressed. 

 
3. Some Things To Be Aware Of (Weaknesses) 
 

 While evangelists have responsibilities within their church, evangelists are to go 
out to reach the lost also.  Some go out as itinerant evangelists, and may only be 
attached to a church for spiritual covering purposes.  They may not have been in 
their “home church” for years!  Some evangelists go out on the “church circuit” to 
hold revivals.  The problem is that hopefully, most Church buildings are full of 
saved people!  For the most part, they are evangelizing the saved!  This, to my 
mind, is “safe” evangelism.  This way the evangelist will receive, at the least, a 
love offering.  Some can make a living this way, without fully carrying out the 
great commission or the office to which they have been called and given.  The 
evangelist should be out on the streets, in the marketplaces, the villages or the 
jungles of the world.  This is where the people that need to hear the gospel are!  
The evangelist must also be in contact with a local church in the area where he 
or she is working. This way, anyone who accepts the lord will have a place where 
they can be nurtured. 

 
THE EXAMPLE 
 
1. Ministry Of Jesus The Evangelist 
 

 Even though Billy graham is an amazing evangelist, he couldn’t come close to 
our lord and savior, Jesus Christ.  Jesus’ ministry was and is, evangelism.  
Jesus’ ministry was fore told by Isaiah in Isaiah 61:1, and this verse gives us the 
first idea of what an evangelist is called to do: 

 

 Isaiah 61:1 (NKJV), “the Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the lord has 
anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor; he has sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to those who are bound” 
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 This message was confirmed by Jesus.  When he started his earthly ministry, 
Jesus went to the synagogue in Nazareth.  When he was handed the book of 
Isaiah, he found the place where the following was written. In Luke chapter 4, 
verse 18 and 19: 

 

 Luke 4: 18-19 (NKJV), “the spirit of the lord is upon me, because he has anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the lord”  

 
2. Six Characteristics Of Evangelism 
 

 According to these scriptures, there were six things that were to characterize 
Jesus’ ministry as an evangelist.  Notice the ground-breaking implications of 
Jesus’ mission. He came to deal with the enormous problems that have afflicted 
mankind throughout history: 

 

 He came to break the chains of poverty by preaching the gospel to the poor; 

 He came to break the chains of sorrow by healing the brokenhearted; 

 He came to break the chains of bondage by proclaiming liberty to the 
captives; 

 He came to break the chains of suffering by giving sight to the blind; 

 He came to break the chains of oppression by releasing those who are 
oppressed. 

 

 In short, Jesus the evangelist came to proclaim the acceptable year of the lord, 
which was the dawning of a new era for mankind. 

 

 The acceptable year of the lord is also a reference to the year of jubilee.  During 
the year of jubilee, all bondage and debt was to be released or forgiven. 

 

 While Jesus expanded his ministry throughout the land, word of what he was 
doing reached john the Baptist in prison. He sent two of his disciples to Jesus, 
asking if he was the one of which john the Baptist had been telling the people 
was coming.  When they asked Jesus, he said to them in Luke 7:22 (NKJV) – 
“Go and tell john the things you have seen and heard; that the blind see, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor 
have the gospel preached to them” 

 

 All through the gospels, we see Jesus’ ministry as a pattern for the ministry of the 
evangelist today.  Jesus is our greatest example of an evangelist that preached 
the gospel of the kingdom of god and healed all manner of sickness and disease.  
This ministry is very important to God’s plan and purpose for His church today.  

 

3. How Jesus Evangelized 
 

 I think that it is important that we look at how Jesus evangelized.  What were the 
topics that he covered to ensure that the non-believer had all the information that 
he or she needed to fully accept the good news of salvation?     
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a) Jesus openly and honestly talked about sin.  He often used the Ten 
Commandments, the dangers of specific sins, and the need for repentance; 

b) Jesus often talked about money and materialism as barriers to entering 
eternal life; 

c) Jesus frequently talked about the complete hypocrisy and impure motives of 
religious people; 

d) Jesus stated that god’s standard for going to heaven is perfection, not doing 
more good works; 

e) Jesus openly talked about hell and god’s wrath, and that everyone will be 
judged.   

f) Jesus talked about god’s love and the gospel message; 
g) Jesus proclaims that he is divine and therefore able to offer us eternal life in 

heaven; 
h) Jesus of mentioned the need for humility, faith and the cost of following him. 

 
4. The Example Of Philip  
 

 So, after Jesus arose to heaven, the disciples went to spread the good news as 
commanded.  Philip is the New Testament example of an evangelist.  In fact, he 
was the only one in the New Testament to be called an evangelist.  Acts 21:8 
(NKJV) says: “on the next day, we who were Paul’s companions departed and 
came to Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip the evangelist…” 

 

 When the 12 disciples were not able to manage the growing church and their 
duties, they told the church to choose seven men who would take care of the day 
to day cares of the church.  Philip, the evangelist, was one of the seven chosen.  
We see this in Acts 6:2-3 - “then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples 
unto them, and said, it is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and 
serve tables.  Therefore, brethren, seek out seven men of good reputation.” 

 

 These men were to handle the day to day functions of the church.  One of these 
men was Philip. From this passage, we see several things about Philip’s life and 
preparation before he began to function in the area of his ministry gifting: 

 
a) He was committed to the local church in Jerusalem; 
b) He had a good reputation.  Philip had proven himself to the leadership of his 

home church as a man of character and integrity; 
c) He was full of the Holy Spirit; 
d) He was a man of proven wisdom; 
e) He had a servant’s heart.  He was compassionate, humble and willing to 

serve others; 
f) Before Philip began to minister as an evangelist, he first proved himself in his 

own church; 
g) He learned how to handle authority by first submitting to the authority of the 

elders; and 
h) He was recommended by the elders and had their support. 
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5. Philip’s Walk As An Evangelist 
 

 Philip was used greatly by the lord in Samaria and other places.  We will talk 
more about Philip’s walk as an evangelist in the next lesson. We can notice 
several things about Philip: 

 
a) Philip was alone. That didn’t make him outside of god’s will.  The evangelist 

may at times be alone; however, this doesn’t mean that they are working 
outside of the authority of the church.  Like everyone else in the five-fold 
ministry, he or she should have accountability partners in ministry and 
fellowship in a church.  However, they are usually not seen as much in the 
church as pastors and teachers. 

b) Philip was gifted to evangelize and not to disciple 
c) Philip was all over the place, as led by the spirit 
d) The people that were saved by Philip’s ministry would end up in many 

different churches in many different towns.  God would send others to meet 
their needs. 

e) Philip’s ministry was outside the church and the rest of the church understood 
and supported him in it. 

f) Philip’s ministry is portrayed as a ministry anointed by god. 
 

 We can see from these points, that Philip the evangelist never stayed long in one 
place, as he was led by the Holy Spirit.  He had no particular ties to any one 
location – he belonged to everyone who would listen to the good news.  His 
mission was understood by the church, and the church supported him. 

 
SUMMARY / REVIEW 
 

 In this session: 

 We looked at the calling of the evangelist.  What is an evangelist and the 
need for evangelism. 

 The calling of the evangelist and Jesus as an example; and 

 Philips walk as an evangelist. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

 In conclusion, the evangelist is one who is sent.  He or she is sent for a particular 
purpose, with a particular message to proclaim where god may send him.  The 
evangelist has no power, no authority of his own.  All that he has comes from him 
whose servant he is, and whose truth he has to announce. Today, the evangelist 
does the work of the master evangelist, Jesus Christ, who was and is the model 
to those that would follow.  The words that the evangelist speaks are not his own, 
but those of our heavenly father.  His sole mission in life was to do the will of him 
who sent him.  So when the time came for Jesus to send out his disciples to 
carry on with his work, He sent them out as apostles.  And so his apostles went 
out with the work that was entrusted to them.  And as they went, Jesus prayed 
“as you sent me out into the world, I also have sent them into the world (John 
17:18 NKJV). 


