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Winds of Hope Ministries

Kahnawake Pentecostal Church

Major David McCann

Living as Children of Light (2)
Ephesians 4:17-32

The New Life Exchange Program

Ephesians 4:25-32

Conclusion

• From darkened minds, hearts,
and behaviour to new ones –
this is the stark contrast from
the old self to the new one.

• Have you heard about the
special “trade-in program”?

K.P.C. Special Trade-In Program

Become a member of KPC before the end of August 2015 and
enjoy the benefits of our “Special Trade-In Program”.

K.P.C. Special Trade-In Program

Become a member of KPC before the end of August 2015 and
enjoy the benefits of our “Special Trade-In Program”.

How Would You Feel….

About this person representing
Destiny in the Community.

“Hi. My name is John…

I used to be a pick-pocket, and
picked about 10 – 12 items per day.

Now I’m a Christian at Destiny, and I
only pick about 4 pockets a day!”

And yet… too
many of us
never fully
abandon our
unchristian
behaviours…

But God offers
a divine
exchange
program.
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EXCHANGE LYING FOR TRUTH

Lying for Truth

“Therefore each of you must put off
falsehood and speak truthfully to your
neighbor, for we are all members of
one body.” (Eph 4:25 NIV)

“What this adds up to, then, is this: no
more lies, no more pretense. Tell your
neighbor the truth. In Christ’s body
we’re all connected to each other,
after all. When you lie to others, you
end up lying to yourself.” (Eph 4:25
Message)

Lying for Truth

Real lies and little white lies….

Big sins and little sins….

But the cowardly, the unbelieving,
the vile, the murderers, the sexually
immoral, those who practice magic
arts, the idolaters and all liars —

they will be consigned to the fiery
lake of burning sulfur. This is the
second death. (Re 21:8 NIV)

• What does this mean?

Lying for Truth

“A half-truth is a whole lie” –
Yiddish Proverb

“A single lie destroys a whole
reputation for integrity” -
Baltasar Gracian

“The naked truth is always better
than the best dressed lie” - Ann
Landers

“Lying is done with words and also
with silence.” - Adrienne Rich

Lying for Truth Lying for Truth

When was the last time you lied?

How did it make you feel?

What motivated you to not be
truthful?

Why do lies come so easily?
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Lying for Truth

Why do lies come so easily?

You belong to your father, the devil,
and you want to carry out your
father’s desires. He was a murderer
from the beginning, not holding to
the truth, for there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks his
native language, for he is a liar and
the father of lies. (Joh 8:44 NIV)

Lying for Truth

Reason for not lying, speaking the
truth in love.

To preserve the unity of the body.

How long would the body last if the
senses lied to the brain?

When the body fights against itself
it breaks down and is destroyed.

EXCHANGE ANGER FOR PEACE

Peace for Anger

In your anger do not sin: Do not let
the sun go down while you are still
angry, and do not give the devil a
foothold. (Eph 4:26-27 NIV)

“Go ahead and be angry. You do
well to be angry—but don’t use
your anger as fuel for revenge. And
don’t stay angry. Don’t go to bed
angry. Don’t give the Devil that kind
of foothold in your life.” (Eph 4:26-
27 Message)

Anger for Peace

It’s OK to be angry?

• What is “anger”?

• Emotional / chemical response.

• Anger as a “secondary” emotion

• What triggers anger?

• Think about last time you were
angry.

• Afraid, attacked, offended,
disrespected, forced, trapped,
pressured.

Anger for Peace

Anger is dangerous. Primitive brain
will do something.
Refrain from anger and turn from
wrath; do not fret — it leads only to
evil. (Ps 37:8 NIV)
But I tell you that anyone who is angry
with a brother or sister will be subject
to judgment. Again, anyone who says
to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is
answerable to the court. And anyone
who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger
of the fire of hell. (Mt 5:22 NIV)
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Anger for Peace

Deal with it… ie. “Don’t go to bed
angry.”

• Identify primary emotion… “I
feel angry because…. “

• Choose your behavior...
“Although I’d be right to…. As a
Christian I now choose to….”

• What are the Christian
responses?

Anger for Peace

• Best response…

Do not take revenge, my dear friends,
but leave room for God’s wrath, for it
is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will
repay," says the Lord. On the contrary:
"If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if
he is thirsty, give him something to
drink. In doing this, you will heap
burning coals on his head." Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good. (Ro 12:19-21 NIV)

Be gentle with one another, sensitive.
Forgive one another as quickly and
thoroughly as God in Christ forgave
you. (Eph 4:32 Message)

Anger for Peace

• Are you angry about anything
today?

• Who or what makes you angry?

• How will you choose to deal
with it?

• Unresolved and prolonged anger
are unhealthy physically,
emotionally, and spiritually.

• Don’t give a foothold
(beachhead) to the enemy.

EXCHANGE STEALING FOR PRODUCTIVE WORK

Exchange Stealing for Productive Work

Anyone who has been stealing must
steal no longer, but must work,
doing something useful with their
own hands, that they may have
something to share with those in
need. (Eph 4:28 NIV)

• A quick survey: “How many of
you have not stolen anything
this week? »

• Is this verse really for us?
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Exchange Stealing for Productive Work

Bible as Rules

• Old Covenant

• Rules

• Lawyers

• The narrowest definition

• Loop holes

• Self-justification

Bible as Principles

• New Covenant

• Principles

• Life application

• The broadest application

• Reaching every area of life

• Freedom

If you focus on all the positives the Bible requires,
you won’t have time for the negatives.

Exchange Stealing for Productive Work

Anyone who has been stealing must
steal no longer, but must work,
doing something useful with their
own hands, that they may have
something to share with those in
need. (Eph 4:28 NIV)

• Stop stealing

• Importance of “hard work”

• Gain to be able to give

• Care for the poor

Exchange Stealing for Productive Work

Stop Stealing

10 Commandments + Jesus

You shall not steal. (Ex 20:15 NIV)

Slaves to Masters

and not to steal from them, but to
show that they can be fully trusted,
so that in every way they will make
the teaching about God our Savior
attractive. (Tit 2:10 NIV)

Exchange Stealing for Productive Work

Importance of Hard Work

• “Idle hands are the devil’s
playground.”

Creation’s design

The LORD God took the man and put
him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it. (Ge 2:15 NIV)

• “No man who is able to support
himself has aright to depend on
others.” - Barnes

Dishonest money dwindles away, but
whoever gathers money little by little
makes it grow. (Pr 13:11 NIV)

Exchange Stealing for Productive Work

Gain to be able to give

In everything I did, I showed you
that by this kind of hard work we
must help the weak, remembering
the words the Lord Jesus himself
said: ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive.’ (Ac 20:35 NIV)

Exchange Stealing for Productive Work

Care for the poor
• My work in the Salvation Army

• My reading through N.T.

• Personal Action Required

• Who are the poor?

Jesus’ words to rich young ruler

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to
the LORD, and he will reward them
for what they have done. (Pr 19:17
NIV)
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Exchange Stealing for Productive Work

Care for the poor

• Decision of Jerusalem Council

All they asked was that we should
continue to remember the poor, the
very thing I had been eager to do all
along. (Ga 2:10 NIV)

Prayer:

Lord, I want you to show me the
transformation needed in my life.
Reveal to me anything that is out of
tune with your Spirit.

I want only the goods that come to me
through honest means. I look for
your blessing so that I can care for
the family, and the poor.

Open my eyes this week to show me
where I can be your hands and your
heart. Use Me!

Amen.


