
3. Church Opposition

4. Fleshly Opposition

a) The Old Nature

 The Old Nature, the Sin Nature, or the Old Man all refer to
the sin nature.

b) The Flesh

 Our flesh is this container that our nature resides in.

 2 Corinthians 4:4, LITV – (4) the god of this age has
blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the
brightness of the gospel of the glory of Christ who is the
image of God, should not dawn on them.

c) The New Nature / or the spirit

 Romans 6:6, NIV – (6) For we know that our old self was
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.

STIMULATING THE NEW NATURE

1. Problem: We Get Old Nature Signals From Our Flesh

2. Solution: Stimulate The New Nature

a) Stimulate The New Nature

b) The New Creation Purpose Of Bible Reading

c) The New Creation Purpose Of Prayer

d) The New Creation Purpose Of Worship

 The solution to being lied to by our flesh, is simply to
stimulate the new nature through God’s word, through
prayer, through worship …. and letting God speak to us
through all these things, so that our flesh starts taking it’s
beliefs from the new nature

 Galatians 2:20, NIV – (20) I have been crucified with Christ
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. …
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 2 Corinthians 5:17, NLT – (17) … anyone who belongs to
Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new
life has begun!

 Romans 10:17, NKJV – (17) So then faith [belief] comes by
hearing [listening], and hearing by the word [speaking] of God.

 Philippians 3:3, NLT – (3) … We rely on what Christ Jesus has
done for us. We put no confidence in human effort.

MOST CHRISTIANS LIVE AT THE WRONG LEVEL OF
CHANGE

1. We Define Sin At The Wrong Level Of Change

a) We Must Re-Examine The Issue Of Sin

b) We Think Of Sin In Terms Of The Second Level

 We define one of the most crippling issues in our human
existence, in terms of one of the least effective levels of
change

 Colossians 2:20-22, NIV – (20) Since you died with Christ
to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still
belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: (21) “Do not
handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”? (22) These are all
destined to perish with use, because they are based on
human commands and teachings.

2. Problems With Defining Sin Incompletely

a) We Try To Solve Sin At The Wrong Level

b) We Only Apply Part Of God’s Solution To Our Sin

 Romans 6:10, NIV – (10) The death he died, he died to sin
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.



 Our behaviour is only the FRUIT, or the symptom, of the
real problem

c) We Only Bring Jesus Our Past

 When we define sin at the behavioural level only, we only
receive the power of the cross for our past.

THE BIBLICAL DEFINITION OF SIN

1. We Need A Treatment To Fit The Diagnosis

2. What Is Sin?

 Sin is the absence of God in the human soul

 Romans 3:23, GNB – “Everyone has sinned and is far
away from God's saving presence.”

 1 John 5:12, NIV – (12) He who has the Son has life; he
who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

 Ephesians 2:1, NIV – (1) As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins.

3. How Sin Affects Us

 We search for ANYTHING that we can do, or experience,
or receive into our lives that will make us feel alive.

4. Why Did Jesus Die?

 He died on the cross, because, in us, was death – and He
had to switch death for life.

 Colossians 2:13, ERV – (13) You were spiritually dead
because of your sins and because you were not free from
the power of your sinful self. But God gave you new life
together with Christ. …

5. Receiving The Full Treatment For The Full Problem

 Instead of bringing Jesus just my bad behaviours, I have to
bring Him me.

 Salvation is about me bringing my dead self to Him, and
allowing Him to put that dead self on the cross, and
exchanging that dead self for His living self.

 Galatians 2:20, NIV – (20) I have been crucified with Christ
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.

 Romans 10:9, NIV – (9) That if you confess with your
mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

 1 John 5:12, NIV – (12) He who has the Son has life; he
who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

6. Have You Be Recreated?

EMBRACING OUR NEW IDENTITY

1. Adjust Our Beliefs

 Freedom isn’t a matter of changing our behaviour, but
changing our beliefs.

 Colossians 2:20-22, NIV – (20) Since you died with Christ
to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still
belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: (21) “Do not
handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”? (22) These are all
destined to perish with use, because they are based on
human commands and teachings.

 He’s not waiting for us to become someone that we’re not.
Instead, we’ve already become that new person. What we
need to do now, is simply adjust our beliefs to what’s
already taken place inside of us.

2. The Battle Ground Of Believing

 Romans 1:17, NIV – (17) … The righteous will live by
faith. …

FOUR AREAS OF OPPOSITION

1. Demonic Opposition

2. Worldly Opposition


