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NEW ZEALAND HYMN WRITERS AND 
PROGRESSIVE THEOLOGY 
Michael Watkins from The Avenue Church, 
Blackburn, wrote in his local church newsletter 
about the recent PCNV choral workshop:  
 
“On Sunday 30 March the Progressive Christian 
Network of Vitoria (PCNV) hosted an afternoon 
entitled ‘New Zealand Hymn Writers and a 
Progressive Theology’.  The afternoon was led 
by Gillian and John Thornley from the New 
Zealand Hymnbook Trust, with musical 
assistance from Bruce Steele AM (Music 
Director, St. Aidan’s Uniting Church, North 
Balwyn).  I was fortunate enough to attend the 
session. 
 
The afternoon focused on six particular hymn 
writers.  At The Avenue we are already familiar 
with the work of Shirley Erena Murray. In 
addition to Murray’s works, hymns and tunes by 
Colin Gibson (President of the New Zealand 
Gilbert & Sullivan Society) were introduced, as 
well as hymns by Marnie Barrell, Bill Bennett, 
Cecily Sheehy and William (Bill) Wallace.  All are 
prominent hymn writers, resident in New 
Zealand. 
 
The New Zealand Hymn Book Trust has 
published four hymn books – Alleluia Aotearoa, 
Carol our Christmas, Faith Forever Singing, and 
Hope is our Song.  While many of the hymn  

 
 
 
writers are from the Anglican tradition, the 
language and theology is still very accessible to 
us in the Uniting Church in the 21st century.  All 
books contain a variety of hymns for use across 
the church’s year and suitable for all ages. 
 
Thanks must go to the PCNV for arranging such 
a stimulating and informative afternoon.  I look 
forward to introducing some of these hymns 
from our trans-Tasman neighbours, both on 
Sundays and at Saturday Night Church over the 
coming months.” 
___________________________________ 
 
“The Relevance of Jesus for Us Today” 
 
The text of the three addresses by the panel 
at the PCNV meeting on 23 February has 
been placed on the PCNV website as a pdf 
file that can be downloaded. 
 
A pdf file of the transcripts has been sent to 
members with this Newsletter. 
 
St Andrew’s on The Terrace, Wellington, NZ, 
seeks a full-time minister to lead and inspire the 
progressive faith community of St Andrew’s on 

the Terrace. For a parish profile contact the 
Convenor of the Ministry Settlement Board,  

Rev. Sharon Ross Ensor, 
sharon.rossensor@gmail.com. Expressions of 

interest and CV are due by 30 May 2014. 

  

“I see the resurrection happening around me “ 
      
“… I do not affirm first century apocalyptic thinking, or in a supernaturally charged 
universe, or that anyone ever, including Jesus, has risen literally from the dead.   Yet I do 
believe in the resurrection of Jesus. … 
 
I see the resurrection happening around me when I dare to open my eyes. …  
I see it in the courageous call for justice and equality for sexual and gender minorities.   …  
I see it in the advocacy of so many people everyday for the cause of justice and human 
flourishing and for the care of our Earth home.   I see it in resistance to economic and 
political forces that operate from greed, fear and injustice.   I see it in the courageous 
actions of love. “  
John Shuck, First Presbyterian Church, Elizabethton, Tennessee 
http://zacharyshuck.blogspot.com.au/2014/04/belief-in-resurrection.html 
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PROBLEMS WITH CHURCH 
SERVICES 

“The problem you speak of about church 
services is one I fully understand. That is the 
result of a church that reads the gospels that 
were written in the first century; recites the 
creeds that were composed in the fourth 
century and uses worship forms that were 
created in the 13th century. I do not reject 
any of these sources that feed modern 
worship, but I do reject the temptation to 
literalize scripture, creed or liturgy. Many 
churches do not get beyond the assumption 
that the gospels capture the ultimate truth of 
God, that the creeds completely define the 
truth of God and that the 13th century liturgy 
is somehow pleasing to God. Once these 
concepts are broken, then I think worship 
has a chance to grow. 
“I do not feel a need to separate myself from 
the symbols of my Christian past, but I do 
feel the need not to be bound by them. The 
Bible is not the literal word of God. The 
creeds are not a girdle into which I have to 
force my flabby faith. The liturgy is not the 
music of heaven in which the angels join. All 
are symbols pointing beyond themselves to 
a mystery and a wonder that none of them 
can exhaust.” 
Bishop John Shelby Spong 
Q & A for 12 September 2013 
www.ProgressiveChristianity.org 
 

INTERPRETING THE CRUCIFIXION 
“The last thing one wants to do or be able to 
do is to take away the crucifixion. That, it 
seems to me, is a well documented fact of 
history. What you might need to look at anew 
is how the crucifixion was interpreted and 
whether or not the details of that 
interpretation are literally true or a part of the 
developing mythology. 
The first narrative we have of the details of 
the crucifixion was not written until some 40-
45 years after the event of the first Good 
Friday. That means that two generations 
passed before this story was written. In that 
first narrative (the gospel of Mark), the 

Hebrew Scriptures have already been 
wrapped liturgically around the memory of 
Jesus of Nazareth. The only words that Mark 
attributes to him on the cross are a direct 
quotation from Psalm 22:1. The story of the 
people taunting him is also lifted from Psalm 
22: 7. The story of his garments being 
divided among his tormentors is in Psalm 22: 
18. The thieves crucified on each side of him 
are designed to fulfill Isaiah 53: 12 where we 
are told he was “numbered with the 
transgressors.” The story of his burial by 
Joseph of Arimathea, a ruler of the Jews, is 
designed to give substance to the words - he 
was associated in death with a rich man, 
again from Isaiah 53: 9. We also need to 
remember that this first account of the 
crucifixion was written in the Greek language 
that neither Jesus or any of his disciples 
spoke, so there is no way this could be a first 
hand, eyewitness account of what actually 
happened. 
The Christian affirmation that God was 
encountered in the person of Jesus, which is 
the substance of the claim of divinity, is not 
related to any one event in Jesus’ life, but to 
the whole Jesus experience.” 
Bishop John Shelby Spong 
Q & A for 16 January 2014 
www.ProgressiveChristianity.org 
From the weekly Q & A series by Bishop Spong 
 
 

DATES FOR PCNV MEETINGS 
 

Arranging meeting dates to fit calendars and 
availability of speakers is sometimes 
complex. 
 
With Palm Sunday on 13 April, Easter Day 
on 20 April and our best date to hear Bill 
Loader as 4 May, the Committee decided not 
to plan a meeting for the month of April and 
instead to plan meetings for the begining of 
May and towards the end of May. 
 
4 May: “Sex in the 1st and 21st Centuries – 
Chasm and Connection”. See page 4. 
 
25 May: “Ethics: With or Without God”. 
Speaker: Dr Noel Preston 



Newsletter of the Progressive Christian Network of Victoria Inc. 

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR 
EXPERIENCE OF CHRISTIANITY? 

 
Would you like it to be different? Perhaps 
more related to what you think is important in 
your life? Or more personally enriching? Or 
having more impact on how you can make a 
difference to how you live and the society in 
which we live? 
 
PCNV has prepared a Leaders’ Guide to 
encourage groups to reflect on how each 
person has experienced Christianity and how 
that experience could be enriched.  
 
The Guide draws on the book by Diana Butler 
Bass, “Christianity after Religion. The End of 
Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual 
Awakening” and focuses on two topics: 

1. “The big shift – Christianity beyond 
institutional religion”. 

2. “Shaping practices and community”. 
The processes for groups include developing 
proposals that could make a difference in a 
group or a congregation for how you 
experience Christianity. Participants’ 
resources are A4 size for easy photocopying. 
 

So what about starting a group? 
 
Have you thought about getting together a 
small group of friends or contacts to discuss 
possibilities for contemporary Christianity? 
 
This project is part of a PCNV strategy to 
encourage new groups to form in addition to 
the groups already linked with PCNV. 
 
So this is an opportunity to invite some friends 
or people from your church to meet at least 
twice to contribute their ideas about their 
experience of Christianity and to focus on 
what they find helpful. 
 
This project draws on insights from American 
Christians but is about the actual experience 
of Australians.  
____________________________________ 
 

“ETHICS: WITH OR WITHOUT GOD” 
 
Leading Australian ethicist Noel Preston will 
launch his new book of this title and address 
PCNV at the meeting on 25 May. 

Ethics are very much in the news. The 
Humanist Society is trialling a new course on 
ethics in Victorian primary schools as an 
alternative to conservative Christian education 
in schools. And political ethical scandals seem 
all too common. 
 
Noel Preston outlines a common ethical vision 
and  spirituality for  humanity, and considers 
whether religious belief can be part of that 
quest.  
 

Opportunity to meet and talk 
25 May 2.30pm to 2.55pm 

	  

There was strong support from people who 
attended the last PCNV meeting for 

opportunities to come early to PCNV meetings 
and meet and talk with others. 

 
Commencing at the PCNV meeting on 25 
May, you are invited to arrive half an hour 

early – at 2.30pm. 
 

Move past the meeting room to the area 
adjoining the kitchen for a cuppa and chance 
to meet others with an interest in progressive 

Christianity. Lorna Henry will facilitate 
gathering and refreshments. 

 
 

Emerging	  Church	  2014	  	  
This year’s gatherings will look to the 
Beatitudes for guidance in becoming 
equipped as followers of Jesus 

§ Join us on the third Sunday of each 
month, May to November. 

§ The gatherings include music, images, 
reflections and silence, in a safe place 
for sharing. 

§ They are led by a team of lay and 
ordained people. 

§ They are followed by a shared light 
(BYO) meal. 

§ Time: 5:00 – 6:30pm including meal. 
 
Venue: Manningham Uniting Church, 
Andersons Creek Road Site,  
152 Andersons Creek Road, East 
Doncaster.  Melway 34 E6 

 
Further information email Lorraine: 
parki@netspace.net.au or call 9852 
2158 



 

The Progressive Christian Network of Victoria 

 
invites you to  

 

“Sex in the 1st and 21st Centuries: 
Chasm and Connection” 

with 
Emeritus Professor William Loader 

 

WHEN:       Sunday 4 May 2014  
               3.00pm to 5.00pm 
 

WHERE:       Glen Iris Road Uniting Church,  
   Glen Iris Road near the corner with High Street Road 
    Melway Map 60 A9. Parking in church grounds and the street. 

 

THE TOPIC 
Bill Loader will begin by taking us back 2000 years to listen to what people 
were saying then about sex and why. The stance of the ancient world, including 
the biblical witness, is informed by social realities of the time and what was 
understood as the divine order of creation. He will then address the question 
whether the chasm between now and then is too great for there to be 
meaningful connection and if not, what we might make of their values and 
assumptions in our day. While it will include brief reference to current debates 
about same-sex relations, the presentation will address a wide range of issues 
related to sexuality and its expression. 
 

THE SPEAKER 
 Bill Loader, is a Uniting Church Minister of the Word and formerly Professor of 
New Testament at Murdoch University and the Perth Theological Hall. From 
2005-2010 he was an Australian Research Council Professorial Fellow 
undertaking research on attitudes to sexuality in Early Judaism and Christianity. 
He is the author of 10 major research monographs, including 7 on sexuality, 
and is recognised as leading world specialist in this field. His publications also 
include many articles and book chapters as well as books for a wider 
readership: most recently Making Sense of Sex (2013), Sexuality in the New 
Testament (2010), and The New Testament with Imagination (2007). He also 
publishes many online resources, including his weekly commentaries on the 
Revised Common Lectionary New Testament readings on his website 
wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader. 
 
 

PCNV meeting cost is $7 ($5 for members) 


