
was not dressed as beautifully as they are. (30) And if God cares so
wonderfully for flowers that are here today and gone tomorrow, won't he
more surely care for you? You have so little faith! (31) "So don't worry
about having enough food or drink or clothing. (32) Why be like the
pagans who are so deeply concerned about these things? Your heavenly
Father already knows all your needs, (33) and he will give you all you
need from day to day if you live for him and make the Kingdom of God
your primary concern. (34) "So don't worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today's trouble is enough for today.

i. I Don’t Put Undue Importance On Material Things

ii. I Do Trust God And Obey His Standards

 Question: Do I worry about money every day? Have I worried so far about
money today? Was I already worrying about finances today, even before I
came to this church service?

5. Choose Open-Handed Living Over Close-Handed Living; Choose
Generosity Over Selfishness

a) Open-Handed Living Is Living Like God

b) God Commands Us To Practice Open-Handed Living

 Deuteronomy 15:11, NIV – (11) There will always be poor people in the
land. Therefore I command you to be open-handed toward your brothers
and toward the poor and needy in your land.

c) The Purpose Of Blessing Is To Bless Others

d) You don’t Have To Be Afraid To Live Generously

THE GOOD NEWS

 James 1:5, NIV – (5) If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God who
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.
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REVIEW

 Matthew 6:31-33, GW – (31) “Don't ever worry and say, 'What are we
going to eat?' or 'What are we going to drink?' or 'What are we going to
wear?' (32) Everyone is concerned about these things, and your heavenly
Father certainly knows you need all of them. (33) But first, be concerned
about his kingdom and what has his approval. Then all these things will be
provided for you.

 God wants to replace your financial stress with His financial peace

INTRODUCTION – RICHARD AND MAURICE

 When we make wise and godly decisions with our finances, it puts us on a
path that brings us closer to God and closer to financial peace

SIGNS THAT I’M NOT MAKING WISE FINANCIAL DECISIONS

 Proverbs 9:6, NLT – (6) Leave your foolish ways behind, and begin to live;
learn how to be wise.

1. My Debt Is Growing, Or I Am Making The Minimum Monthly
Payments On My Debt Or On My Credit Cards

2. If I Miss One Pay Cheque, Then I Can’t Pay My Rent Or My Bills

3. My Spouse And I Fight Constantly Over Money

4. I Don’t Put Any Money Into My Savings Or Retirement Account
Every Month

5. I Made At Least One Impulsive Purchase Last Week

6. Because Of My Financial Situation, I Feel That I Can’t Obey God

7. I’m Constantly Stressed About Money



THE KEY TO FINANCIAL PEACE: GODLY DECISIONS

 If you keep doing what you’ve always been doing, you’re going to keep
getting what you’ve always gotten.

 If you keep living outside of God’s best plan for your finances, you’re
going to keep missing God’s best plan for your life.

5 CHOICES FOR MAKING WISE FINANCIAL DECISIONS

1. Choose A Godly Plan Over Blind Hope

a) A Godly Plan Includes A Budget

 Proverbs 13:16, NLT – (16) Wise people think before they act; fools don't
and even brag about it!

b) A Budget Is Liberating – Not Confining

c) How To Create A Budget

 1st 10 percent – honour God with His tithe
 2nd 10 percent – pay down any debt that you may have
 3rd 10 percent – put it towards savings or investment,
 4th 70 percent – live on it

d) A Budget Gives You Freedom

 Question: Do I have a monthly budget that tells my money where to go?

2. Choose Cash Over Credit

a) You Can’t Go Into Debt If You Only Use Cash

 Romans 13:8, NLT – (8) Owe nothing to anyone — except for your
obligation to love one another.

b) Credit Cards Make Us Spend More – 17 % More!

 Question: Did I pay off my credit card completely this month?

3. Choose Discipline Over Desire; Choose Delay Over Debt

a) Which Apartment Do You Choose?

b) What Is Discipline?

 Discipline is when we say “no” to instant gratification, in order to receive
greater rewards later on. Discipline is when we say “no” to something in
the present, so that we can say “yes” to something in the future

 Proverbs 21:20, NLT – (20) The wise have wealth and luxury, but fools
spend whatever they get.

 Question: “Did I make an unplanned and unneeded purchase this week?”
“Did I make a purchase that I didn’t really need and couldn’t really afford
and didn’t plan for it?

4. Choose Faith Over Risk

a) Risk Versus Faith

 Risk is when you put all of your money in a place where you could lose it
all, and it would cause you much trouble

 Proverbs 14:16, NLT – (16) The wise are cautious and avoid danger; fools
plunge ahead with great confidence.

 Faith is when we seek God’s wisdom for every financial decision that we
make, try our best to live within God’s plan for our financial life, and trust
that God’s going to provide for everything that we need.

b) How To Live By Faith Financially

 Matthew 6:25-34, NLT – (25) "So I tell you, don't worry about everyday
life -- whether you have enough food, drink, and clothes. Doesn't life
consist of more than food and clothing? (26) Look at the birds. They don't
need to plant or harvest or put food in barns because your heavenly Father
feeds them. And you are far more valuable to him than they are. (27) Can
all your worries add a single moment to your life? Of course not. (28)
"And why worry about your clothes? Look at the lilies and how they grow.
They don't work or make their clothing, (29) yet Solomon in all his glory


