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Major David McCann

Amazing Grace: “It’s just not fair!”

“…. God put the wrong on him who never did
anything wrong, so we could be put right with

God.” (2Co 5:21 Message)

Grace Wins Jeffrey Dahmer

“It’s just not fair! That’s all.”

We all need and want grace for
ourselves, but….

My new song: “Amazing Grace…”

Consider this.

• Working at Little Chiefs

• Parable of the workers in the
vineyard.

• Parable of the prodigal

“It’s just not fair! That’s all.”

Luke 23:13-19

Consider Barabbas

• What he deserved

• What he got.

Consider Jesus

• What he deserved

• What he got

(Jesus) has been tempted in every way,
just as we are — yet he did not sin.”
(Heb 4:15 NIV)
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Life teaches us “merit”.

Scouting – merit badges

S.A. – work hard, produce amazing
results, and you’ll get promoted
up the ladder

Life teaches us “merit”.

Mr. Farquharson’s History Class….

• Marks

• Demerits

• The final grade

C-

The Divine Markbook

Have you ever wondered:

• What kind of records does God
keeps?

• Does He even notice, or ….

The truth:

• a just God must acknowledge and
punish rebellion and insurrection .

So then, each of us will give an
account of ourselves to God. (Ro 14:12
NIV)

The Divine Markbook

But I tell you that everyone will have
to give account on the day of
judgment for every empty word they
have spoken. (Mt 12:36 NIV)

And I saw the dead, great and small,
standing before the throne, and books
were opened. Another book was
opened, which is the book of life. The
dead were judged according to what
they had done as recorded in the
books. (Re 20:12 NIV)

The Divine Markbook

• God doesn’t mark on a Bell
Curve.

• A just God cannot simply erase
the page or lower the standard
so more of us can pass.

The wrath of God is being revealed
from heaven against all the
godlessness and wickedness of
people, who suppress the truth by
their wickedness (Ro 1:18 NIV)

The Divine Markbook

We are all like Barabbas guilty of:

• insurrection and rebellion

• evil motives

• evil words

• unwillingness to forgive

• difficulty loving as he commands
us

• not putting Jesus and His
Kingdom first.



6/20/2016

3

“Unfair” Grace

Like the adulterous woman

Like Barabas

“You are free to go. Jesus took your
place.”

and all are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that
came by Christ Jesus. God
presented Christ as a sacrifice of
atonement, through the shedding
of his blood — to be received by
faith. He did this to demonstrate
his righteousness, because in his
forbearance he had left the sins
committed beforehand unpunished.
(Ro 3:24-25 NIV)

“Unfair” Grace

Like the adulterous woman

Like Barabas

“You are free to go. Jesus took your
place.”

God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity he
put us in right standing with himself. A pure
gift. He got us out of the mess we’re in and
restored us to where he always wanted us to
be. And he did it by means of Jesus Christ.
God sacrificed Jesus on the altar of the world
to clear that world of sin. Having faith in him
sets us in the clear. God decided on this
course of action in full view of the public—to
set the world in the clear with himself
through the sacrifice of Jesus, finally taking
care of the sins he had so patiently endured.
(Ro 3:24-25 Message)

“Unfair” Grace

All is by God’s initiative.

Before there was a sinner…

• There was a Saviour

Before there was a disease…

• There was a remedy

Before there was Barabbas…

• There was Jesus.

“Unfair” Grace

My page filled with demerits, …

having canceled the charge of our
legal indebtedness, which stood
against us and condemned us; he
has taken it away, nailing it to the
cross. (Col 2:14 NIV)

“Unfair” Grace

The New Page….

• We don’t know how Barabbas
responded to Grace.

• How will you respond?

“Unfair” Grace

What to say on judgement day.

For the wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Ro 6:23 NI)

God made him who had no sin to be
sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
(2Co 5:21 NIV)


