
 

HOW TO BE STRATEGIC IN YOUR PRAYERS  
Jonathan Schaeffer April 28, 2013 

Colossians 1:9-14 (Part 2 of 12)         
 
Our best option 
What people do you care about the most?  Praying for them is one of the 
best gifts you can give them.  Sometimes, it may be one of the only things 
we can do for them—either because of our situation (many miles away, 
health concerns, or in prison…like Paul!), or because of their situation (no 
interest in spiritual things, a strained relationship, etc).   
 

If prayer is this vital, when do we pray, and what do we pray? 
 

 
The best time to pray:  all the time! 
“For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you. We continually ask God…” Colossians 1:9 
 
• We have the incredible privilege of talking with our Heavenly Father 

at any moment, knowing that…  
ü He never sleeps.  Psalm 121:3-8 
ü He knows everything about us and the people we love.  Matt. 6:8  
ü He’s always with us.  Hebrews 13:5 
ü He values us more than we could ever comprehend.  Matt. 10:29-31   

 
• Praying all the time is what the Bible consistently invites us to do:  

“continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17), “in every situation” (Philippians 4:6), 
“on all occasions” (Eph. 6:18), “always and not give up” (Luke 18:1), 
“earnest and disciplined” (1 Peter 4:7,NLT), “always” (Colossians 1:3; 4:12). 

 
• Praying for others isn’t just a nice option - it is God’s will for me. 

“…pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.”  1 Thessalonians 5:17-18   When we feel 
powerless or limited in how we can help someone, we always have 
the invitation to come to the God of all power and unlimited capacity. 

The best requests:  Character growth and life impact. 
It’s instructive to note what Paul doesn’t pray for.  He doesn’t pray for 
great physical health, career success, academic achievement, etc.  Not 
that these don’t matter at all.  It’s just that they don’t matter if the bigger 
issues of my character and lifestyle are out of sync.  So Paul models how 
to pray for the big stuff first.   
 

Following his example, we can pray that the people we care about will: 
 

• Know God’s will…that the Holy Spirit will teach and lead them 
through a deeper understanding of what the Bible teaches.   
“We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his 
will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives…” 
 

• Please the Lord in every area of life.  
“…that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every 
way…” Colossians 1:10    We pray that they will want to please the Lord 
to the extent that they are not enslaved to pleasing others. Prov. 29:25 

 

• Make an eternal impact in every assignment. 
“…bearing fruit in every good work…”  Colossians 1:10; 3:23    
We can view everything we do as an opportunity to serve the Lord. 

  

• Get to know God better. 
“…growing in the knowledge of God…”  Colossians 1:10; Ephesians 1:17 
This is our highest honor—and biggest goal—in life.  In fact, Paul 
says everything else is a loss compared to knowing Jesus.  Phil. 3:7-8 

  

• Patient with difficult situations and difficult people.  
“…strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so 
that you may have great endurance and patience.”  Col. 1:11   Faith 
shines brightest when we love well and stay strong under pressure. 

 

• Live with gratitude.   
“…giving joyful thanks to the Father…”  Colossians 1:12-14; 1 Th. 5:17-18 
ü He has qualified us to be part of an amazing inheritance! 
ü He has rescued us from darkness and brought us into his family! 
ü He has bought us out of slavery and forgiven us! 

 
Bibles are available near the Worship Center doors, or may be purchased at the Welcome Center.  
Completed notes are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org.  

You can order a cd or dvd in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 


