
Dawn Bentley ’s passionate love for 
Jesus has been the anchor securely 
holding her in the midst of life’s 
storms.  God’s continued faithfulness 
draws her to encourage women in 
their faith journeys, reminding them 
that they are His Beloved and He 
desires nothing more from them than 
relationship.  Her heart for praise, worship and prayer stems directly 
from her desire to know “What’s in it for God” as we do this thing 
called the Christian life.

Dawn has been married to James for almost 27 years, and after 
more than 20 years in Columbus, God moved them, along with 
their 9 children, to the Cleveland area.  Between homeschooling, 
chauffeuring and a constant quest for a moment’s peace, she has 
been actively involved in ministering to women here for over 7 years.  
However, God has once again chosen to move their family and as 
soon as their North Royalton home can be prepared for sale, put 
on the market and sold, the Bentley ’s will be heading a couple hours 
south to the Belmont, Ohio area.  Though tears can run freely as she 
thinks of the friends she will miss, nothing can quench the joy of being 
in God’s will and in His presence. 
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Despite What You’ve 
Heard, God Wants 

You Busy!

“You make known to me the path of life; 
in your presence there is fullness of joy;

    at your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.” Psalm 16:11
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MUMs messages can be found online at:
www.gracecma.org/grace-media/womens-ministry-media

We’re glad to have Dawn sharing her story 
with us this morning!



Discussion  Helps

Be courteous ~ def: Respectful and considerate of others.
Be positive ~ Avoid critical comments about people or other religions.
Be sensitive ~ Don’t talk too much - Don’t talk too little!
Be understanding ~ Listen without giving advice.

A. Busyness is                                 .
 (Ecclesiastes 1:2, 1:3-4, 11, 2:10-11, 2:26, 4:8, and so on . . . )
 
 **But praise God, my life is not meaningless
    Key Verses:   Ecclesiastes 5:18-20

B. God wants me busy with the                                        . 
 1. Busy                                      . 
  (Galatians 5:22-23, 1 John 1:4, Philemon 1:7, James 1:2)

  You make known to me the path of life; in your presence 
there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. Psalm 16:11

 ● It ’s not about       ; it ’s all about          .

 2. We share                     to complete                    .
  (John 15:9-12)

 ●  It ’s always about                                    .

 3.                           my joy is crucial.
  (Phil 4:7, John 10:10, Philemon 1:7, James 1:2)

●	                               is a thief of joy!

●	                    is a thief of joy.

●	                                        is a thief of joy.

Notes Ice Breaker: Although it ’s in Jesus I find my joy, I find a 
lot of happiness in the coming of spring. As it approaches for 
us here in Cleveland, share with your tablemates what about 
spring that makes you smile the most.
[My answer:  watching my son play rugby and getting my flip 
flops out of the closet.]

Discussion Questions:
1.   In His presence we find fullness of joy. What ways can you 
share with each other that have helped you in finding yourself 
consistently in His presence?

2.  Who in your life has shared the joy of Christ as they have 
invested in relationship with you? What can you learn from them, 
and how can you emulate that in your other relationships?

3.  What is the biggest thief of your joy? Comparison, regret, 
ungratefulness, or something else? How can you work on 
guarding your joy in this season?

4.  Close out your time together this morning by praying with 
and for one another about finding, sharing and guarding your 
joy. If you are currently in a temporary spot where you feel you 
are unable to receive joy, share this with your sisters in Christ 
so that they may come alongside you, hold up your arms and 
encourage you until you are ready again to ask and receive 
this gift.

Blanks: meaningless; joy of my heart; finding my joy; us, Him; His joy, our joy; relationship; 
Guarding; Comparison; Regret; Ungratefulness


