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“We know that you 

too have a heart 

for moms. We have 

seen it through 

your support of 

Bella over the 

years.” 

A Thought from the Executive Director by Roxie Johnson 

It could be said that at Bella, we are all 

about moms. We consider it a privilege 

to minister to mothers every day. We 

love them, educate them, support 

them, help them through struggles, and 

share in their joys. At Bella, we are in a 

unique position to not only empower 

moms in unplanned pregnancies to 

choose life for their babies, but to 

equip them to be the best moms they 

can be. 

We know that you too have a heart for 

moms. We have seen it through your 

support of Bella over the years.  

Because you have been a faithful part-

ner, we want to keep you up-to-date on 

some changes that are taking place this 

year at Bella. 

By now, you may have noticed that you 

haven’t received any information on 

Bella’s annual Walk for Life. That’s be-

cause earlier this year the Board of Di-

rector’s decided to drop the Walk for 

Life to free up staff time so we can 

better focus on meeting the needs of 

our clients.  

Of course, this change means that oth-

er ways of meeting Bella’s budgetary 

obligations need to be found.   

One of those ways has been to provide 

people with an opportunity to honor 

their moms this Mother’s Day with a 

donation to Bella. We in turn, have 

listed the honored moms in this news-

letter and will be sending 

Mother’s Days cards to each 

of them indicating that a gift 

has been given in their honor.   

If you haven’t already done so, but 

would like to take part, just give us a 

call or send us a quick note.  We will 

make sure that we include your special 

mom in our mailings. 

Another way we hope to meet our 

budgetary needs is by holding a golf 

tournament on September 10th.  We 

are very grateful to Judie Miller and 

Heather Silvestre (who are not a part of 

Bella’s staff) for volunteering to organ-

ize and oversee this event.  We are very 

excited about this opportunity and 

we’re looking forward to what is sure to 

be a fun event! 

And of course, we will also be hosting 

our annual Gala for Life on October 

20th.  Because Bella is turning 30 in 

October, the Gala will be an avenue for 

celebrating this milestone anniversary 

as well as raising needed funds for the 

ministry.  We are pouring heart and 

soul into the event in the hope that it 

will be our biggest one yet.   

Meanwhile, we ask that you pray for 

Bella in the coming months as we walk 

in faith financially and invest additional 

time and energy in serving the needs of 

our new moms, dads, and their babies.  
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Mom, you are that special person who 

never gives up on us, who is always 

there for us, who sees beyond what we 

are to what we will one day become.  

And today, we honor you. Some of us 

are still babies, wondering why this 

beautiful lady keeps smiling at us as we 

attempt our first step. 

Some of us are children, screaming at 

you as we hold our skinned knee, yet know-

ing that somehow in a few minutes it will all 

be okay, because you are here. 

And others of us are teenagers, struggling to 

figure out who we are, but knowing deep 

inside that because our mom is  a rock of 

faith, one day we will make it through all of 

this. 

And yes, some of us are “fully grown,” and 

only just now realizing the wisdom and love 

that you bring to each new day. A card, a 

note, a kiss, or a hug are simply not enough 

to say thank you. 

Somehow, in the midst of our celebration of 

Mother’s Day, we want to sit down with you, 

hold you in our arms and tell you that you 

are, in the truest sense of the word, a bless-

ing. 

We want you to know that during all of those 

times when you were tired and feeling 

alone—we now realize at least part of the 

sacrifice you gave to be our mom. And we 

will forever be grateful for a mother who 

cared enough to love us—without condi-

tions. 

Thank you mom. Your love has helped make 

us into the person the Lord created us to be. 

 Thanks Mom! 

“Thank you mom. Your 

love has helped make us 

into the person the Lord 

created us to be.” 

Happy Mother’s Day to these beautiful moms and the families who honored them                                                     

with a special gift to Bella for Mother’s Day: 

 

        Special Mother  Honored By    Special Mother  Honored By 

          Roberta Engesser  Sherri Engesser    Colleen Sander  Sherri Engesser 

          Kathleen Johnson  Susan Schlabach    Phyliss Haak  Lyle & Becky Haak 

          Mary Lee Hoerth  Lyle & Becky Haak   Roberta Engesser  Rod & Renee Bisgaard 

          Angie Bisgaard  Rod & Renee Bisgaard   Beverly Hines  Steve Hines 

          Shelia McGinnis  Suzanne Berry    Fran Fremont  Melanie Weatherstone 

          Angel Ptom   Coco Villard    Helen Johnson  John & Roxie Johnson 

          Barbara Gentrup  John & Roxie Johnson   Margaret Sulentic Cathy Morcom 

          Elsie Wiedelhaus  Betty Vosler    Halie Anderson  Betty Vosler  

          Dolly Shaffer  Tom & Dee Shaffer   Peggy Durbin  Tom & Dee Shaffer 

          Phyllis Erickson  Les & Kris Nies    Jessica Albright  Marlene Howe 

          Hattie Sheldon  Linda Schaefer    Pat Calhoon  Jolene Beeman 

          Diane Bean   Lori Johnston 



Blessings for Bella 
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Gala for Life 

Our heartfelt thanks to all those who helped make our 2015 Gala for Life a sweet 
success, including our corporate sponsors, table sponsors, attendees, donors, organ-
izing committee, the staff, and the board at Bella. Over $55,000 was raised for the 
ongoing needs of the ministry.  Wow! What a testimony of the faithfulness and dedi-
cation of so many wonderful friends and supporters of Bella! 

We would like to give special thanks to the following Corporate Sponsors of the Gala 
for Life:  

 Lyle’s Home Repair & Lawn Service  Pioneer Bank & Trust 

 Hood & Nies, PC     Carl’s Trailer Sales 

 Hills Interiors, Inc.    First Interstate Bank 

 Prestige Auto Sales    Chris & Belva Anderson 

 

Our thanks also goes to Gary & Carolyn Luther, who generously donated a Sweet 
(Suite) Retreat weekend package to the Prophet House in Hulett. 

 

Mortgage & Nurse Training Campaign 

Our heartfelt thanks to all who gave toward this campaign in December and January.  
In all $4,583 was raised to apply to Bella’s mortgage pay-down and $15,003 was 
raised for sonography training for two new nurses at Bella.  Because of your gener-
ous response, our mortgage is down to $69,000 and both staff nurses are now 
trained to provide ultrasound services at Bella! Thanks to all who generously gave to 
this campaign!  

Although we will not be making another appeal for the Mortgage Campaign until 
December, 2016,  donations can be made toward our mortgage payoff at any time 
throughout the year.  Simply enclose a note with your check or write “Mortgage” in 
the memo and we will apply it directly to the principle to pay off the mortgage.   

 

Spearfish Area Community Foundation 

We are thrilled to announce that Bella was the recipient of a $2500 grant from the 
Spearfish Area Community Foundation.  With monies from the grant, Bella was able 
to purchase new and updated materials for our Earn While You Learn Program.   

Curriculum added to the program under the grant include Life Skills, Practical Father-
hood, and Men’s Fraternity. Our unending thanks to the Foundation for investing in 
the future of our clients and their babies!! 

For all the latest  

happenings at Bella, 

check out our partner   

website at: 

bellapartners.org. 

 

 

 

You can also  

follow us  

on Facebook  

and Twitter. 

                      

Office Space for Rent 
Bella has some great office space for rent 

in a prime location.  Call Roxie at 605-642-

4140 for more information. 
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“It is absolutely beau-

tiful watching God 

orchestrate His plans, 

and looking back to 

see how things came 

together still gives 

me goosebumps.” 

 

New Clients         101 

 Female           90 

 Male           11 

Return Clients (Carry over from 2014)       13          

Pregnancy Test Clients          77 

 Positive Tests                        59 

 Negative Tests                        18 

% of At-risk Pregnant Clients         16%  

Ultrasound Confirmations          62 

Ultrasound Model Scans                            36 

Options Counseling          13 

Clients who chose to carry to term           57 

Clients who chose abortion              1 

Clients who chose adoption              0 

Miscarriages               6 

Clients whose results are unknown             4 

Earn While You Learn clients           33 new 

                       13 return 

Abstinence/Relationship Counsel               51 

Spiritual Counsel/Gospel Message           33 

Post Abortion /Pregnancy Loss             3 

Total Client Visits            657 

2015 Statistical Report 

Nurse’s Notes by Sarah Jones 

Hello! My name is Sarah Jones. 

Recently I was given the incredi-

ble opportunity to use my edu-

cation, gifts, personal testimony, 

and passion to begin serving as a 

Registered Nurse at Bella! 

As a frightened young girl who 

found myself in my own crisis 

pregnancy at age 17, and who 

found refuge in a Crisis Pregnan-

cy Center myself, it was never a 

question of IF but WHEN God’s 

timing and hand would guide me 

to an opportunity to be His 

hands and feet for other young 

women facing a crisis pregnancy. 

I cannot tell you how humbled 

and blessed I feel to be with you 

now!  

I have been a Registered Nurse 

for the past six years. My passion 

for maternal-child nursing most 

recently had me working at the 

local hospital on Labor and Deliv-

ery. What a blessing it was to 

help bring life into the world!  

I am also a rancher’s wife, and 

combined, we have five beautiful 

children who amaze us every 

day! My husband and I serve as 

our church’s Youth Leaders, and 

it has been such a blessing walk-

ing alongside the youth that we 

serve.  

Truly, I have felt this opportunity 

with Bella surfacing for quite 

some time. It is absolutely beau-

tiful watching God orchestrate 

His plans, and looking back to 

see how things came together 

still gives me goosebumps. 

Currently, thanks to the support 

of many of you, I am in Las Ve-

gas, Nevada, learning Limited 

Obstetrical Ultrasound. I cannot 

tell you what a life-changing 

experience this has been. God is 

most certainly up to something 

BIG! In a matter of days, I have 

been given a life-affirming tool 

that I can now bring back to Bel-

la and use to help the young 

women we serve make a life-

giving connection with their un-

born, growing child. 

 Beyond the skill of ultrasound, 

God has placed women in my life 

this week that have truly trans-

formed me. I have met young 

women in the midst of a life of 

prostitution, women who have 

had their entire lives turned up-

side down by sexual assault, a 

very young woman who is facing 

life-threatening reproductive 

cancer, and women who are 

struggling to provide their un-

born and young children with 

their basic needs. I have given 

life-affirming news to a terrified, 

hopeful mother-to-be who was 

experiencing signs of miscar-

riage, and I have grieved with a 

mother whose baby’s heart had 

stopped beating.  

I thank Our Lord Jesus for each 

of these opportunities, and what 

He is preparing me for back at 

Bella. I know that he has BIG, BIG 

plans for our little ministry! 

Thank you so very much for the 

support that you have given to 

make this opportunity possible 

for myself and Bella. God Bless!  
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Diaper Drives, Baby Showers, and Other Donations 

Bella has been blessed these past few months with donations for the Earn While You Learn 
Boutique that included diapers, wipes, clothes, formula, breast pumps, toys, bottles, crib 
sheets, handmade/crocheted blankets, car seats, baby swings, strollers, etc.  Our thanks to 
each and every individual, family, church and group that has kept our shelves stocked.   

Special thanks to the following groups for sponsoring diaper drives and baby showers for 
Bella: 

     Black Hills Community Bank   Connection Church, Spearfish 
     New Covenant Church, Spearfish  First Baptist Church, Hulett 
     Blacktail Hustlers 4-H Club, Hulett  All Angels Trinity Guild, Spearfish 
 

 

More Blessings for Bella 

Celebration Gifts 

A Christmas Gift was given 

by Kaye Carson                      

in honor of                          

Burt & Teresa Spiers 

 

A Christmas Gift was given 

by Bob & Shela Berndt in 

honor of Jerry & Judy Ista 

 

A Gift was given by Summit 

Open Bible Church                 

in honor of                          

Lyle Haak’s volunteer service 

to the church  

 

Pictured above with Roxie are representatives from Connection Church who replenished Bella’s diaper supply. 

Baby Bottle Campaign  
 
Bella’s Baby Bottle Campaign, that was held for Sanctity of Human Life Sunday in January, was 
a smashing success! With 30 churches participating, over $16,000 was raised for the ministry! 
Our heartfelt thanks to each person and family that filled a baby bottle and to the following 
churches and businesses for their participation: 
 
 Believer’s Fellowship, Sturgis   Black Hills Baptist Church, Whitewood 

 Blessed Emmanuel Lutheran, Sturgis  Calvary Baptist Church, Sturgis 

 Calvary Temple Assembly of God, Spearfish Christian Life Center, Belle Fourche 

 Countryside Church, Spearfish  Emmanuel Baptist Church, Belle Fourche 

 First Baptist Church, Spearfish  First Baptist Church, Belle Fourche 

 Grace Lutheran Church, Deadwood  Hillsview Church of the Nazarene, Spearfish 

 Immanuel Lutheran Church, Whitewood Life Spring Church, Sturgis 

 Mt. View Baptist Church, Spearfish  New Covenant Presbyterian Church, Spearfish 

 North Point Christian Church, Spearfish  Open Bible Church, Sturgis 

 Seventh Day Adventist, Spearfish  Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Lead 

 Slim Buttes Lutheran, Reva   Solid Rock Church, Spearfish 

 St. Ambrose Catholic Church, Deadwood St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Sturgis 

 St. James Lutheran Church, Belle Fourche St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Spearfish 

 St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Lead  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Spearfish 

 St. Paul’s Catholic Church, Belle Fourche Summit Open Bible Church, Belle Fourche 

      Rockingtree Floral & Gifts, Sturgis 



Page 6 Bella Pregnancy Resource Center 

Bella is Turning 30! 
 Mark you calendars now and plan to join us for Bella’s 30th Anniversary Celebration 
 to be held in conjunction with our 2016 Gala for Life on October 20 at the Holiday Inn of 
 the Northern Hills.  Along with celebrating 30 years of service, this year’s Gala will fea-
 ture film producer, Jason Jones.  Jason’s films include: Bella, Crescendo, The Stoning of 
 Soraya M., Eyes to See, Sing a Little Louder, Mother Marianne: Portrait of a Saint, and 
 the new movie (set to be released this October) Voiceless. 
 
 Bella is currently seeking Corporate Sponsors and Table Sponsors for the Gala for 
 Life. If you are interested in making a sponsorship gift, please give us a call at 605-642-
 4140. We are also seeking individuals who would be interested in helping to bring the 
 movie, “Voiceless” to Spearfish.   
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
 Bella is a great place to put your God-given gifts and talents to work! Right now, we are 
 especially in need of male mentors to assist young men in our Earn While You Learn      
 program, volunteers to serve on our fundraising committee, and people to donate 
 time to help with a Life Skills or Bible Study group later this summer.  If you are inter-
 ested in  donating your time and talent to help Bella, please give us a call at 605-642-
 4140.   

 
Golf Tournament 
 Be one of the first to play the new back nine at Elkhorn Ridge Golf Club off Exit 17 near 
 Spearfish.  Plan now to join us for our first Charity Golf Tournament on Saturday, Sep-
 tember 10, 2016. Early plans for the tournament include: 
  Shotgun Start 
  Hole in One Contest 
  Closest to the Pin Contest 
  Longest Drive Contest  
  And more….. 
 Lunch will be catered by Café 608 with an Awards Ceremony following the event. Spon-
 sorships are currently available.  To become a sponsor or for more information contact 
 Heather or Judie at info@bellapartners.org.       

Bella Happenings 

Saturday, September 10, 2016 

Bella’s First Ever 

Golf Tournament 

Elkhorn Ridge Golf Course 

Off Exit 17, Spearfish, SD 

Thursday, October 20, 2016 

Bella’s 15th Annual 

Gala for Life 

& 30th Anniversary Celebration 

Holiday Inn Convention Center, Spearfish, SD 

Ultrasound  

Volunteers Needed!  

 

If you are pregnant, 

Bella’s nurses could use 

your help as an ultra-

sound volunteer! Ultra-

sound volunteers re-

ceive free non-

diagnostic ultrasounds 

while helping our nurs-

es build and hone their 

skills.  To participate in 

the program, call Bella 

at 605-642-4140. 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 

Bella has two great events happening later this year!  

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend!  Then, 

watch your mailbox for more information that will be 

coming later this spring and summer! 



More Nurse’s Notes by Sherry Martin 
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I've been working here at Bella for just little 

over seven months now and I am finally 

starting to settle into my new role as a 

Nurse Sonographer. I enjoy working with 

the clients and learn something new from 

them everyday. I am in constant awe of the 

work God is doing here at Bella and hon-

ored he chose me to work through. These 

clients show such strength, courage and 

determination despite the odds that are 

stacked against them. As I sit and listen to 

their circumstances and hear their stories, 

my heart aches for them as I would love to 

rescue them and take all their pain and hurt 

away. I can't do that but what I do get to 

offer them is that glimpse of God and what 

he can do for them, showing them how 

much he loves them no matter the circum-

stances or choices made. Some of our cli-

ents have no one (no support, no place to 

live, no resources) and feel so hopeless, its 

an honor to be able to give them love, sup-

port and the resources they need to help 

them walk the dark and scary journey they 

are embarking upon. When I first started 

working here, I remember tearfully telling 

Roxie I didn't think I could do this and may-

be it was a mistake to hire me. She quickly 

reminded me I can't do this on my own, but 

through Christ all things are possible. The 

verse in 1 Thessalonians 5:24 has brought 

me so much comfort and reassurance,  "The 

one who calls you is faithful, and He will do 

it." I look forward to seeing what else God 

has planned for me, the clients, and Bella.  

“As I sit and listen to 

their circumstances 

and hear their sto-

ries, my heart aches 

for them as I would 

love to rescue them 

and take all their 

pain and hurt 

away.” 

Volunteer Vibe by Marlene Marvin   

“This past winter, I 

had the privilege of 

sharing in the joy of an 

expectant mother and 

father when their baby 

yawned during their 

third-trimester ultra-

sound!” 

My name is Marlene and I volunteer as a 

Client Advocate at Bella during the winter 

months. As an advocate, my primary duties 

are to work on behalf of those who contact 

us regarding an unplanned pregnancy and 

those who are seeking to educate them-

selves on how to become a better parent. As 

an advocate, I encourage and support clients 

in the areas where they are most vulnerable. 

One of my favorite services that is offered at 

Bella is our Earn While You Learn program. 

Our EWYL clients meet with their Client Ad-

vocate each week during their pregnancy 

and after the birth of their baby. During the 

weekly sessions, we are able to visit with the 

clients (and their children) for fellowship, to 

provide guidance, to offer educational les-

sons, and sometimes just to listen! Ex-

pectant and new parents can earn “mommy 

money” or “daddy dollars” to use to pur-

chase items such as diapers, wipes, clothing, 

formula, strollers, cribs, and high chairs. All 

items are generously donated by our Bella 

partners and community sponsors. This is a 

great way for new parents to gain the 

knowledge, the skills and the confidence to 

become healthy providers for their children 

and to be accountable for their decisions. 

While providing for the physical and emo-

tional needs of our clients, as advocates we 

also offer spiritual counsel to those seeking 

to know God biblically and to plant seeds for 

spiritual growth. 

This past winter, I had the privilege of shar-

ing in the joy of an expectant mother and 

father when their baby yawned during their 

third-trimester ultrasound! I also shared in 

the heartache of a new mom who struggled 

with breastfeeding her colicky baby! With 

another new mom, we shared "God stories" 

of times when our Father spoke to us 

through his Word and we actually listened 

to the promptings of his Holy Spirit! At Bella, 

there is a lot of sharing between the volun-

teers, staff, and clients. 

I am grateful for this ministry and honored 

to be one of the many body parts to serve 

our community. May God continue to be 

glorified through Bella! 
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