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The initial response to Jesus 
“When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed 
at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as 
their teachers of the law.”  Matthew 7:28-29 
 

“Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was 
completely calm. The men were amazed and asked, ‘What kind of man is 
this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!’”  Matthew 8:26-27 
 

“A man who was demon-possessed…was brought to Jesus.  When the 
demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd 
was amazed and said, ‘Nothing like this has ever been seen.’” Matt. 9:32-33 
 

Jesus “began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were 
amazed. ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous 
powers? Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and 
aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?’” Matthew 13:54-55 
 

“Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the 
mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. The 
people were amazed…”  Matthew 15:30-31 
 

Jesus said to the tree, “’May you never bear fruit again!’ Immediately the 
tree withered. When the disciples saw this, they were amazed.” Matt. 21:20 
 

They “laid plans to trap him in his words…‘Tell us then, what is your 
opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?’  Jesus, 
knowing their evil intent, said, ‘You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap 
me?  Show me the coin used for paying the tax.’ They brought him a 
denarius, and he asked them, ‘Whose image is this? And whose 
inscription?’  ‘Caesar’s,’ they replied.  Then he said to them, ‘So give back 
to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.’  When they heard 
this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.” Matt. 22:15-22 
 

Gratitude is expressed to John Ortberg for the excellent material in his book, “Who is this man?” 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 

You can purchase a cd or dvd of the message in the Lobby, or download the message for free at our website. 

A legacy like no other 
  

 Calendar:  Our birth year is defined by when he was born. 
 

 Architecture:  The influence of Christianity has been called the single 
greatest factor in the development of architecture over the last two 
millennia.  Consider the thousands of cathedrals, abbeys, basilicas… 

 

 Art:  Jesus never wrote a book, but he has been the focus of more 
paintings, sculptures, music, and movies than anyone in history. 

 

 Language:  The record of his life and teachings—the Gospels—have 
impacted the world to the extent that they’ve been translated into 
2,798 languages.  The 2nd most translated book?  583 languages. 

 

 Education:  Universities were begun by followers of Jesus, arising 
from the monasteries.  Historian George Marsden notes that “one of 
the most remarkable facts about American history is that within 6 
years of landing in Massachusetts, Puritans established what would 
soon become a reputable college.”  That was Harvard University. 

 

 Science:  The vast majority of pioneers in science—Francis Bacon, 
Galileo, Copernicus, Blaise Pascal, Louis Pastuer, Isaac Newton all 
viewed their work as learning to think God’s thoughts.   

 

 Hospitals and Orphanages:  “If you ask what is Jesus’ influence on 
medicine and compassion, I would suggest that wherever you have 
an institution of self-giving for the lonely, schools, hospitals, hospices, 
orphanages for those who will never be able to repay, this probably 
has its roots in the movement of Jesus.”  Philosopher Mark Nelson 

 

 Law and Justice:  Despite its notable failures, Christianity has helped 
establish the worth of the individual as one “created in the image of 
God.”  That’s the basis for our Declaration of Independence. 

 

 Grace:  In the words of C.S. Lewis, this is what sets Christianity 
apart from all other religions.  No one has ever offered more hope to 
people who realize their desperate need than Christianity’s founder.   

 

“Jesus of Nazareth has been the dominant figure in the history of Western 
Culture for 20 centuries.  If it were possible, with some sort of super 
magnet, to pull up out of history every scrap of metal bearing at least a 
trace of his name, how much would be left?”   Yale historian Jaroslav Pelikan 


